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WHAT ’S IN YOUR TEACHING GUIDE
This Teaching Guide has three purposes:
➤ to give the teacher tools for focusing on the content of the session in the Study Guide.
➤ to give the teacher additional Bible background information.
➤ to give the teacher variety and choice in preparation.
The Teaching Guide includes two major components: Teacher Helps and Teacher Options.

Teacher Helps
Bible Background
Teaching Outline

The Study Guide is your main
source of Bible study material.
This section helps you more fully
understand and
interpret the Scripture text.

provides you with an outline
of the main themes in the
Study Guide.

Teacher Options
The next three sections provide a beginning, middle, and end
for the session, with focus paragraphs in between.

Focus Paragraphs
are printed in italics at the top of the page because they
are the most important part of the Teaching Guide. These
paragraphs will help you move your class from “what the text
meant” to “what the text means.”

You Can Choose!
There is more material in each session than you can use, so choose the options from each section
to tailor the session to the needs of your group.

Prepare Before the Session
Read the session for today in the Study Guide. Then read the options in this Teaching
Guide, placing checkmarks beside the activities you plan to include. After you have decided
which options to use, gather the appropriate materials.
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Bible Background
The Tabernacle
The tabernacle served as
Israel’s movable place of
worship during the wilderness
wanderings until they built a temple. In
Hebrew it is simply called the “tent”
(ohel). The people lived in tents, so God
also dwelled in a tent, thus identifying
with Israel (Garber, 1015). The tabernacle
symbolized the fullness of God’s presence,
while also implying that God’s presence
was not a permanent guarantee: “God
dwells there with freedom to leave”
(Brueggemann, 884). The tabernacle in no
way limited God. It was merely the place
God chose to dwell among the people.
The tabernacle was first constructed
at Mount Sinai, about three months after
the exodus from Egypt (Exod 19:1). There
the people made a covenant with God.
God gave the Ten Commandments (20:117) and other laws to govern their life
together (20:22–23:33). Then Moses
sealed the covenant with the blood of
animal offerings, remaining on the
mountain with God for forty days and
forty nights (24:18). After this, God introduced the tabernacle.

Attention to Detail
In Exodus 25, God begins by describing
the offering the people will give to help
build this sanctuary (vv. 1-9). The people
are expected to sacrifice their best, from
precious metals to yarn to spices.
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The detailed instructions for collecting the materials foreshadow God’s
attention to detail for the tabernacle
itself. Every detail matters. Every instruction is sacred.
Exodus dedicates seven chapters to
God’s instructions for building the tabernacle (and six more to its actual
construction). In chapters 25–30, God
describes the exact size, building materials, and design for each element—the ark
of the covenant, the court, the hangings,
the priests’ clothing and ceremony of
ordination. God even includes the kind of
oil to use in anointing the priests. The
sheer amount of information is daunting.
It is like reading a detailed construction
manual for an entire building in one
sitting.
But this is no average building, which
is why the detail is so profuse and
profound. Every stitch, every carving, and
every scent will reflect the wonder of
Yahweh, the I AM of Israel’s salvation.
Each instruction is infused with the holiness of God’s own words, God’s own
vision. The design itself is God’s selfdisclosure (Brueggemann, 884), as much
as the law was God’s self-disclosure. An
awe-inspiring tabernacle reveals a God
who stretches the edges of our imagination. Every carving, hanging, and
decoration will be handmade by God’s
own people, newly freed from slavery.
After years of oppression, only God could
inspire them to imaginative creation and

worship. God puts their imaginations
and their gifts to work at Sinai, building a tabernacle of God’s design where
the people will worship, fittingly and
faithfully, the God of their salvation.

Inspired Artistry
Today’s passage focuses on the two artisans in charge of building the tabernacle:
Bezalel and Oholiab. The fact that their
names and lineages are given underscores
the importance of their role. Bezalel
means “in the shade (protection) of God”
and Oholiab means “my tent is the
Father” (Greenstein, 136). Both names
underscore God as Israel’s savior and
indicate the artisans’ fitting reverence for
the God whose dwelling place they will
build.
Bezalel’s abilities are gifts from God.
“I have filled him with divine spirit,” God
says, “with ability, intelligence, and
knowledge in every kind of craft” (31:4).
The gifts and training needed to build the
tabernacle to God’s exacting standards
come from God. It may be, however, that
some of his God-given training came
from his time in Egypt, where, like many
Hebrews, he would have learned construction, carpentry, and stonemasonry skills
through forced labor (Maltsberger, 872).
Once again, God brings hope and
newness out of difficulty and oppression,
so that out of skills learned as a slave, the
tabernacle may be built.
The number and level of skills needed
for constructing the tabernacle are overwhelming: metal work, wood carving,
artistic design, weaving, sewing, stonemasonry. Bezalel and his coworker Oholiab
would have to be inspired—filled with the
Spirit—to be competent in all these areas.
God has filled them with practical
wisdom (Brueggemann, 921), the knowledge of how to work with these materials,
so that all the people may worship.
Verse 6 indicates that the two leaders
will have help from other Israelites: “I
have given skill to all the skillful,” or literally, “wisdom in the heart of every wise of
heart” (Greenstein, 137). God has given
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Introduction: The tabernacle was God’s
dwelling place among the Israelites, a
mobile sanctuary that could travel with
them on their journey to the promised land.
Every artistic detail was designed to reflect
the glory of God.
I. God’s Artistic Vision for the Tabernacle
(Exod 25–31)
A. The people give the best of their
precious metals, fine fabrics, and
other goods. (25:1-9)
B. God gives seven chapters of detailed
instructions for each part of the
tabernacle. (25–31)
C. God gives Moses a vision of what
God has described. (25:40)
II. God’s Artisans (Exod 31:1-6)
A. God names Bezalel to be the
head artisan in the building of
the tabernacle.
1. Bezalel’s lineage is described.
(v. 2)
2. God has filled him with divine
spirit, ability, intelligence, and
knowledge of craftsmanship in
all the necessary crafts. (vv. 3-5)
B. God names Oholiab as assistant to
Bezalel. (v. 6)
C. God has given skill to all the skillful
to help build the tabernacle. (v. 6)
III. The Tabernacle’s Components
(Exod 31:7-11)
A. Tent of meeting, ark of the covenant
and mercy seat, all furnishings of the
tent (v. 7)
B. Table, lampstand, altar of incense
(v. 8)
C. Altar of burnt offering and basin
(v. 9)
D. Vestments of the priests (v. 10)
E. Anointing oil and incense (v. 11)

many Israelites at least some of these skills so that they may all use their abilities and
gifts together to build the tabernacle. God calls this kind of skilled work “wisdom,”
seemingly placing skilled artisans on the same plane as “sages” and priests who were
also known for intellectual “wisdom” (Brueggemann, 921–22).
The creation of the Creator’s dwelling place on earth, while God-inspired and Goddesigned, is human work wrought by human hands. Powered by God, human hands
craft the metal and sew the curtains for the tabernacle. Guided by God, human hands
follow divinely detailed instructions, creating the place where Israel will worship this
God who imagines and creates. This God who helped the Israelites imagine a life of
freedom and then enacted that freedom will be reflected in every stitch, every carving,
and every polished gold surface (Bruegemann, 922).
Bezalel and Oholiab, as well as the other skilled artisans of Israel, were chosen and
inspired to bring it all into being so that the people could worship their holy, aweinspiring God.

A Way to Begin
When God instructs Moses on the construction of the tabernacle, God also
ensures that skilled and inspired artists will make it a thing of beauty. Help
learners appreciate how artistic expression points us to the glory and
splendor of the God we worship.

❍ A Picture Is Worth a Thousand
Words
Art has always allowed people to express
emotions, thoughts, and ideas. It can
come into being as a response to either
terrible suffering or great joy. The
Israelites had recently experienced both.
After the exodus, God calls them to join
in creating the tabernacle, a collective
work of art made up of numerous individual works of art. God expects human
hands to complete the vision. Their
artwork, creativity, and craftsmanship will
somehow reflect the glory of the Creator.

Questions
➤ What kind of art have you created in
the past? Do you currently create art on
a regular basis? What would you like to
create in the future?
➤ Have you ever created something that
helped you feel closer to God?
➤ How do you feel when creating something new?

❍ Art Appreciation
Some of us have amazing artistic talents.
Others of us draw stick people—our
talents lie in other areas. Many in the
latter group have artistic abilities we don’t
appreciate due to negative early experiences involving art. Some of us have a
limited category for what counts as “art”:
we think art has to be perfect, expensive,
incomprehensible, or in a museum. Yet
art has a wider definition than we often
think, especially in the Bible. Everyone
from stonecutters to perfumers to
weavers to metal workers were considered
artisans in God’s eyes. What they created
was art, a reflection of God’s glory.

Questions
➤ What is art to you?
➤ Does it matter to you if someone else
doesn’t value what you would call art?
Why or why not?
➤ What art would you like to see in your
home?
➤ What art would you like to see in your
church’s sanctuary?

Teaching Guide
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A Way to Explore Scripture
After giving instructions on building the tabernacle, God offers instructions about
who will lead the construction process. God calls Bezalel by name and describes
the many gifts God has given him to fulfill this vital role. Along with Oholiab and
“all the skillful” of Israel (v. 6), Bezalel will create a dwelling place fitting for God. How does
God bless believers today with gifts of creativity to be used in God’s service?

❍ God Inspires

❍ Creating Together

Read Exodus 31:1-11. Bezalel is described
as far more than a skilled craftsman or
talented artist. God has given him
“knowledge,” and according to Proverbs
“the fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge” (Prov 1:7).
Bezalel’s name reveals his orientation
to God: “in the shade (protection) of
God.” Under God’s protection, he has
been given the gifts, knowledge, ability,
intelligence, and divine spirit to create this
work of art to honor God. Bezalel is truly
inspired—filled with the Spirit.

Read Exodus 31:1-11. Bezalel is not some
tormented artistic genius who labors
alone in a studio or workshop. He is part
of a team of gifted artisans who combine
their skills to create the tabernacle.
Have participants reflect on a time
when they helped create something as
part of a team (examples: building a
Habitat for Humanity house, painting
sets for a play, etc.).

Questions
➤ Can art or artists today be “inspired”?
Explain.
➤ What value does our culture place on
artistic talent? How does it compare
with academic intelligence or athletic
ability?
➤ How is artistry valued in the church?
➤ What does this passage say about the
importance of connecting artistic
talent and faith?
➤ Does our church provide ways for artistically talented people to use their gifts
in God’s service?
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Questions
➤ How did it feel to work with other
artistically talented people?
➤ What were the blessings? What were
the challenges?
➤ Do you sense a connection between this
experience and your experience of God?

❍ Gifts Born of Adversity
Discuss the fact that Bezalel and the other
artisans probably first learned their skills
in the context of Egyptian slavery. What
might it mean for them to be able to use
these skills in the worship of God? Are
there skills we learned in difficult times
that can glorify God today?

A Way to End
Just as the tabernacle was a work of art, so are our places of worship. The art of
our worship space reflects what we believe about God and affects how we experience God. Few modern congregations are intentional about how they use art in
worship, however. Explore how visual arts can encourage a closer sense of connection with
God.

❍ Art and Faith

❍ A Prayer of Thanksgiving

Divide the class into small groups.
Distribute copies of “Art and Faith”
(page 23). Have participants discuss the
quotation provided and respond to the
discussion questions.

Invite learners to reflect on the ways God
has worked through art, from cathedrals
and stained-glass windows to simple
crosses.
Close with a prayer of thanksgiving
for the gift of visual art and worship. Ask
God to help us invite more art into our
lives so that God might be glorified.

Question
➤ How might God use art to stir our
spirits and challenge us to worship
more deeply and more broadly?

❍ Art and Worship
Some churches embrace the visual arts
more than others. Some churches are
filled with art: paintings, banners,
calligraphy, cross-stitch, etc. Others either
reject visual arts as a form of “idolatry”
or, having put no thought into the matter,
settle for “art” that is tacky, clichéd, or
mass produced.

Resources
Walter Brueggemann, “Exodus,” The New Interpreter’s Bible,
vol. 1 (Nashville: Abingdon, 1994).
Paul Leslie Garber, “Tabernacle,” Dictionary of Bible and
Religion, ed. William H. Gentz (Nashville: Abingdon,
1986).
Edward L. Greenstein, “Exodus: Introduction and Notes,”
HarperCollins Study Bible (New York: HarperCollins, 1993).
David C. Maltsberger, “Tabernacle,” Mercer Dictionary of the
Bible, ed. Watson E. Mills et al. (Macon GA: Mercer
University Press, 1990).

Questions
➤ Does it matter whether our church has
good art, bad art, or no art at all? Why?
➤ Is it possible to choose to have “no art”
in church? Explain.
➤ How is art used in our church?
➤ What artistic elements of the sanctuary
speak to you?
➤ What sort of art would you like to see
in the church? In the children’s area,
the sanctuary, the hallways, etc.?

Teaching Guide
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Bible Background
The Rise and Fall of Saul
Over eighty psalms mention
King David in the superscription. According to Scripture,
music was part of who David was. It was a
vital aspect of his relationship with God.
Music was also David’s introduction
into King Saul’s court. David was called
to play for a troubled king. Music is the
first and only remedy suggested for Saul’s
malady. Through his music, David
becomes a prominent member of the
royal court.
Two narratives tell how Saul became
Israel’s first king. The first says the people
rejected God as their king and demanded
that Samuel give them a king (1 Sam 8:422). Through drawing lots, Saul was
chosen as the king (1 Sam 10:17-27). In
another narrative, Saul, looking for his
father’s lost donkeys, goes to consult
Samuel (9:6). A day earlier, God had told
Samuel that God would send a man from
the land of Benjamin to be anointed as
king (9:16). When Saul approaches
Samuel the next day, God confirms that
Saul is the one (9:17).
At first, ’God blesses Saul’s kingship.
He enjoys military success and Samuel’s
support. But God is clear that Israel and
the king will only be blessed if they all
follow God’s commands. If they disobey
God, God will be “against you and your
king” (12:14-15).
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Saul first disobeyed God by usurping
Samuel’s role of offering the animal sacrifice before battle. When Samuel did not
arrive at the arranged time, Saul’s troops
began deserting. Saul therefore made the
burnt offering himself (13:8). Samuel
rejected Saul’s actions and warned the
king that God had sought out his replacement, “a man after his own heart” (13:14).
Saul’s disobedience cost him God’s favor
and his kingship.
After defeating the Amalekites, Saul
broke God’s command to destroy all of
the enemy and everything they had (15:13). This harsh tradition ensured that
“everything captured in battle [would] be
consecrated to the Lord” (McCarter, 440).
But Saul kept the best of the animals and
“all that was valuable” and let King Agag
live (15:9). Again, Samuel was horrified by
Saul’s direct disobedience and announced
that God had rejected him (15:23).

The Spirit and the Kingship
In the verses leading up to our lesson text,
God sends Samuel to anoint a new king
from among the sons of Jesse. The chosen
one is David, the youngest (16:12).
Samuel anoints him, and “the spirit of
the LORD came mightily upon David from
that day forward” (v. 13).
This is similar to the language used
after Saul’s anointing (10:5-6, 10; 11:6).
Being God’s anointed one includes having
God’s spirit. Similar language is used

when Samson commits acts of great
strength in Judges 14:6; 15:14.
We should take note, therefore,
that our text begins by saying, “Now
the spirit of the LORD departed from
Saul” (v. 14). Only one person can possess
God’s spirit and be the rightful king
(Birch, 1101). That person is David,
though Saul does not yet know it.
God’s spirit departs from Saul, and an
evil spirit “from the LORD” torments him
(v. 14). In ancient Israel it was assumed
that everything came from God. Further,
this statement underscores that Saul’s
affliction has a “spiritual aspect…. [He is]
alienated from God and the power of
God’s spirit for well-being” (Birch, 1102).
Saul is not a faultless victim; his own
disobedience alienates him from God
(Brueggemann, 125).
Saul’s servants suggest that he search
for someone “skillful in playing the lyre”
who can make him feel better through
music (v. 16). Music is the cure for Saul’s
“evil spirit.” The servants do not call for
Samuel, though healing was a priestly
responsibility (Deut 14:34-54). They do
not offer food or wine to comfort Saul.
Instead, they prescribe music. This
prescription highlights the connection
between music and one’s spiritual life.
Wanting to be healed, Saul asks his
servants to “provide for me someone who
can play well” (16:17). Saul’s request,
“provide for me,” echoes God’s statement
that “I have provided for myself a king”
(v. 1) in the context of choosing David.
God provided David as king; God also
provides David for Saul’s healing and ultimately for healing the alienation between
Israel and God (Birch, 1102).

David the Music-maker
A servant nominates David (v. 18), offering “credentials for far more than court
musician” (Brueggemann, 125). The
servant’s list of attributes points to the
man David will become: “a man of valor, a
warrior, prudent in speech and a man of
good presence.” Most powerfully, the
servant says, “the LORD is with him”

Introduction: Separated from God because
of his disobedience, King Saul is tormented
by an “evil spirit” from God, a sign of divine
displeasure. At the same time, God sends
David to soothe Saul through music. The
music blesses Saul and drives the “evil spirit”
away.
I. Background: Saul loses God’s favor.
(1 Sam 9–15)
A. Saul is chosen by God as Israel’s first
king. (9:1–10:15)
B. God promises to bless Israel and Saul
if they obey God’s commands.
(12:14-15)
C. Saul disobeys God.
1. He usurps Samuel’s role in offering sacrifice. (13:5-15)
2. He does not destroy the
Amalekites and their belongings.
(15:1-9)
D. God rejects Saul as king. (15:23)
II. David is chosen as king. (1 Sam 16:1-15)
A. God sends Samuel to anoint David
secretly.
B. God’s spirit comes to David “from
that day forward.” (v. 13)
III. Saul and David meet. (1 Sam 16:14-23)
A. God’s spirit departs from Saul.
(v. 14)
B. An evil spirit from God torments him.
(v. 14)
C. Saul’s servants suggest music as a
cure. (vv. 15-17)
D. A servant gives David a strong recommendation. (v. 18)
E. Saul sends for David. (vv. 19-20)
F. David is beloved at court and stays
there in service. (vv. 21-22)
G. David’s playing soothes Saul and
drives the evil spirit away. (v. 23)

Teaching Guide
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(v. 18). David has all that Saul has lost, including God’s presence (Birch, 1102).
David has yet to be named by any character so far in this chapter. The narrator
names him in verse 13, but it is Saul who first utters David’s name in verse 19, a powerful irony (Brueggemann, 125). The king unwittingly names his future replacement. Saul
sends for David, who arrives with plenty of gifts (v. 20). Saul accepts David into his
service and loves him greatly (v. 21). David becomes Saul’s armor-bearer, “enjoying the
king’s complete confidence” (Philbeck, 52). In fact, Saul asks Jesse if David can remain
in the king’s service (v. 22).
Permanently installed at court, David is always available to play his lyre “whenever
the evil spirit from God came upon Saul” (v. 23). The music was effective: “Saul would
be relieved and feel better, and the evil spirit would depart from him” (v. 23).
Music had also played a role in Saul’s first day as king, when he joined musicians
playing in a “prophetic frenzy” and the “spirit of God possessed him” (10:5-13). Now,
however, God’s spirit has left Saul and resides with David. Saul is no longer the musicmaker; David is. And David’s God-inspired music is the only thing that helps Saul.

A Way to Begin
Music plays an important role throughout Scripture. From Miriam’s song in
response to the exodus (Exod 15:20-21) to the songs of home the exiles could
not bear to sing in Babylon (Ps 137), music connects the people to God and to
each other. The same is true for us. Music plays an important role in our worship together,
our personal spiritual journeys, and our everyday lives.

❍ Musical Memories
Music can affect our mood, our outlook,
and perhaps even our brain function.
Music also draws people together at
concerts, in worship, and in impromptu
singing and “jam sessions.” We often
remember songs we heard or sang at
different times of our lives. Certain songs
remind us of certain people. Our musical
memories shape us and connect us to God
and to one another.

Questions
➤ How has God used music in your
personal history?
➤ What musical memories stand out in
your mind?
➤ If you have ever played or sung individually or in a group, how did that affect
you?

❍ Music and Moods
Arrange to play recordings of several
different styles of music for the group.
Provide paper and pencils for each partici-
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pant. Have them listen to one minute of
each sample, then write a description of
the music and their response to it. Let
participants share their responses.

Questions
➤ When you come home from a hard day
at work, which piece might you choose
to listen to?
➤ If you needed encouragement during a
difficult time, which piece would you
choose?
➤ Do you have favorite songs or musical
artists you listen to over and over? How
does that music or artist bless you?

A Way to Explore Scripture
When God’s spirit left Saul, an “evil spirit from the LORD tormented him”
(16:14). His servants suggested music as a cure for Saul’s turmoil. At a servant’s
suggestion, Saul sent for David, whose lyre playing soothed Saul and made the evil
spirit depart. Explore how God uses music to touch our spiritual lives.

❍ Music as Healing
Read 1 Samuel 16:14-23. Saul’s advisors
see his spiritual torment and prescribe
skillful lyre playing (v. 16) just as a doctor
today might recognize a familiar illness
and prescribe an appropriate medicine.
Saul had created a breach between
himself and God though his disobedience.
Music appears to help bridge the separation, at least temporarily.

Questions
➤ How might spiritual struggles affect us
mentally and physically?
➤ How could music help during a time of
spiritual struggle?
➤ When have you experienced music as
healing or at least soothing?
➤ How might churches express this
healing aspect of music in worship?

❍ Music as Medicine
Read 1 Samuel 16:14-23. Discuss the
growth of music therapy as a discipline in
hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and
health centers specializing in addictions.
Note one or both of the following examples:

a middle-aged man speaks of not
remembering anything, except
hearing the harp. Summoned by a
nurse caring for a patient recovering
from brain surgery, Tami put this very
agitated patient to sleep in 20 minutes
by continually slowing down the beat
of the music.

(2) Music thanatology is an approach that
“utilizes harp and voice to lovingly serve
the physical, spiritual and emotional
needs of the dying and their loved ones
with the prescriptive delivery of music”
(Franz, 20–22).

Questions
➤ Do you believe music could actually
positively affect the body’s spiritual or
physical healing process?
➤ What does our Scripture passage imply
about the healing power of music?
➤ Would you allow a harpist or other
musician to play for your ill loved one?
Why or why not?

(1) Tami Briggs is a “therapeutic harpist”
(http://www.musicalreflections.com/
harp-therapy/). Share the following
comments about her playing:
When she plays, medical staff
frequently comments, “I didn’t
administer any additional medical
therapies and the patients’ stats just
improved.” Upon “awakening” from a
30-day coma (Tami played on Day 23),

Teaching Guide
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A Way to End
Music won’t heal all our ills and is only one of many aspects of worship, but its part
in healing and worship deserves our appreciation and our participation. In times
of hurt, God can use music to heal and comfort us and to enliven our praise and
thanksgiving. Help learners reflect on how God can use music in our lives as individuals, as
a class, and as a congregation.

❍ Blessing Others through Music

❍ A Musical Prayer

Many of us grew up taking music lessons,
playing in a band, or singing in a choir.
We may not be experts, but we might have
something to offer that could bless
someone else. It might be actual playing
or singing, an offering we can share in
worship, for friends in need, at a medical
facility, or just for fun. Or if we only listen
to music, we can still share our musical
favorites with someone else.
Encourage the class to brainstorm
how they could use music to bless others.

Provide hymnals for the class. Have participants search for hymns that take the
form of a prayer, such as “Be Thou My
Vision,” “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” or
“How Great Thou Art.”
Close the session by singing one of
these hymns together.

❍ Martin Luther on Music
Arrange to play soft instrumental music
in the background. Distribute copies of
“Martin Luther on Music” (page 24). In
groups of three or four, have participants
reflect on the quotations and respond to
the discussion questions.
Bring the class back together and have
each group share their insights.

❍ A Channel of Blessing
Ask participants to share about a time
when God seemed to speak to them
through music—at church, while listening
to the radio, etc. What can this experience
teach them about the importance of
music as a channel of divine blessing?
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Resources
Bruce C. Birch, “I and II Samuel,” The New Interpreter’s
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James M. Efird, The Old Testament Writings: History,
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Jane Franz, “The Healing Art of Music,” Healing Spirit 5/1
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P. Kyle McCarter Jr., “I Samuel: Introduction and Notes,”
HarperCollins Study Bible (New York: HarperCollins, 1993).
Ben F. Philbeck Jr., “I and II Samuel,” Broadman Bible
Commentary, vol. 3 (Nashville: Broadman, 1970).
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Bible Background
David’s Covenant with God
Since 1 Samuel 16:13, “the
spirit of the LORD” has been
with David. God paved the way
for David to become king, finally overcoming the house of Saul and all its
remnants after much intrigue and fighting (2 Sam 3–5). David married well. He
thus formed alliances with other important regional powers and became the
father of many children. Most important,
God promised that David’s dynasty would
be “established forever” (2 Sam 7:16).
But God has always been clear that
the king and the people are to obey God’s
commands (1 Sam 12:14-15). Although
Christians believe the promise of an everlasting kingdom is fulfilled in the coming
of Christ, the conditional nature of
Nathan’s prophecy should be noted. The
preservation of David’s dynasty depends
on the faithfulness of the king. This
became an important theological point
when the dynasty fell to the Babylonians
in 587 BC.
The writer of 2 Samuel highlights the
importance of the king remaining faithful through the story of Saul. Saul’s
disobedience led to his loss of God’s spirit
and eventually the throne. God promises
David that his son, though firmly established as king, will be punished if he sins,
as a father disciplines a child, but that
God will not remove God’s love from him
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(2 Sam 7:14-15). God’s love is secure, but
God still expects obedience from the
king—even the beloved David.

David’s Sins against Bathsheba and Uriah
King David disobeys God by “taking”
Bathsheba, wife of Uriah the Hittite, one
of his most loyal soldiers (ch. 11). The tale
begins as David wanders on his rooftop
instead of leading Israel on the battlefield. Immediately, the reader knows
something is wrong. David ought to be
with his troops. From his roof, he spies a
beautiful woman taking her ritual cleansing bath after her monthly cycle.
Intrigued, he sends someone to inquire
about her, and then he sends messengers
to get her. The repetition of the word
“sent” highlights David’s abuse of royal
power. As king, he doesn’t do the dirty
work himself; he “sends” others.
Then “he took her” (11:4; Birch,
1285). Interestingly, the NRSV and NIV
gloss over the word “took,” which is clear
in the Hebrew. “Took” emphasizes that
the king abused his power by taking
something that was not his, a tendency of
kings that Samuel warned against in
1 Samuel 8:11-18. David abuses his power
by sending others to do his bidding, thus
involving them in his sin, and by taking
Bathsheba and lying with her (11:4).
After Bathsheba returns home, David
is done with the matter—until he learns
that Bathsheba has become pregnant. At
this news, David sends word to his

commander, Joab, to send him Uriah, her
husband (11:6). But nothing David
does convinces Uriah to break God’s
command against soldiers having
marital relations during a time of war
(Deut 23:9-14). Ultimately, David decides
the only solution is Uriah’s death. So he
sends secret instructions to Joab to
abandon Uriah in battle, ensuring he will
be killed (11:14-15).
In one short chapter, David takes
another man’s wife, discards her, and
arranges for the husband’s death. He
breaks God’s commands against adultery
and murder and abuses his God-given
royal power. But David is seemingly
untroubled. He marries Bathsheba when
her mourning time is over. Now he is
really done with the matter.

Nathan’s Confrontation with David
However, God is not done with the matter
(12:1). God saw David’s sin and will not
ignore it. This time, it is God who sends
someone to do God’s work, reminding us
that even the king is subject to God. God
sends the prophet Nathan, who has not
appeared since giving David the promise
of an enduring dynasty in chapter 7.
Nathan held power of his own as
God’s prophet, the mediator between God
and Israel. But Nathan was also the king’s
subject. David had already committed one
murder, so speaking truth to power, even
with words straight from God, would
have been no easy task for Nathan.
Therefore, Nathan doesn’t begin with
words of divine condemnation. First he
tells a story. By avoiding direct accusation, Nathan creates a situation in which
David unwittingly indicts himself. The
prophet tells about two men, one rich
with many sheep and one poor with only
“one little ewe lamb” (v. 3). He emphasizes
the depth of love the poor man has for
this ewe, saying it “grew up with him and
his children,” ate with him, and was “like
a daughter to him” (v. 3).
The rich man has a visitor whom he
must feed according to Israel’s hospitality
laws. But instead of killing one of his
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I. Background: King David
A. The Youngest of Jesse’s Sons
(1 Sam 16)
B. Chosen by God after Saul’s Sins
C. Secretly Anointed by Samuel
D. God’s Spirit with Him
II. Bad Choices (2 Sam 11)
A. David does not go with Israel into
battle. (v. 1)
B. He takes Uriah’s wife. (v. 4)
C. He tries to get Uriah to lie with
Bathsheba to cover his sin. (vv. 6-13)
D. He has Uriah murdered. (vv. 14-25)
E. He marries the now-widowed
Bathsheba. (v. 26)
III. God’s Response (2 Sam 12)
A. God is displeased. (v. 1)
B. God sends Nathan the prophet to
confront David. (vv. 1-6)
1. Nathan tells a story that parallels David’s behavior.
2. David judges the rich man in the
story.
C. Nathan accuses, “You are the man!”
(v. 7)
D. Nathan pronounces a message of
judgment. (vv. 7-15)

numerous sheep, he takes the poor man’s
lamb to feed his guest (v. 4). Tribal hospitality laws allowed slaughtering a
neighbor’s animal to feed a guest only if
the host had no flock, but a pet could not
be killed for such a use (McCarter, 483).
So the rich man’s actions were both heartless and unlawful.
This “parable of injustice”
(Brueggemann, 1292) sparks David’s
indignation (v. 5). He immediately sees
the wrongdoing in the story, declaring the
man should “restore the lamb fourfold”
in keeping with the guidelines in Exodus
22:1 (McCarter, 484). Tellingly, he

censures the man for the act as well as for having “no pity” (v. 6), a feeling he never
offered Bathsheba or Uriah.
Only now does Nathan accuse him. “You are the man!” he charges (v. 7). David has
already given judgment and cannot deny the parallels between the rich man’s sins and
his own.
Only now does Nathan convey a direct rebuke from God, relating God’s words in
the first person: “I anointed you king…I rescued you…I gave you your master’s house
and your master’s wives…I gave you the house of Israel and of Judah” (v. 8). God is the
giver of David’s blessings. In return, David has “despised the word of the LORD” and
done “what is evil in his sight” (v. 9).
God spoke through Nathan, first with a story and then with a message of judgment.
Nathan’s story allowed David to consider an injustice similar to his own without feeling
personally threatened or accused. Only after naming the rich man’s sin was David able
to hear Nathan—and thus God—name David’s own sin. Only after hearing his own sin
named could David be restored to God through confession and repentance
(12:13; see Ps 51).

A Way to Begin
Stories are one of humanity’s primary ways of communicating. The Bible is full
of stories that shaped the people of Israel. Jesus used stories to teach spiritual
lessons. Many of us have family stories we love to tell and retell when we
gather. Others of us remember stories we heard or read as children that made a significant
impact on us. Stories, both oral and written, can be an important part of our life of faith.

❍ “Once upon a Time”
When we hear the words “once upon a
time,” we know we are about to hear a
fairytale. Jesus often began his parables by
saying “there was a certain man….” Words
like these help our minds get into “story
mode.” They invite our imaginations to sit
up and take notice, connecting us to the
child in all of us who loves to hear a story.

Jesus and Israel, and then of the whole
world by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Bible is full of stories, ones we are
meant to follow and ones that show us
what not to do. The characters are often
complex, like King David or Peter, and
their stories tell the good, the bad, and
the ugly. Because of our shared humanity,
we connect with these characters and
their stories.

Questions
➤ What tales or stories do you remember
from childhood? How did they speak
to you?
➤ How does reading or hearing a good
story affect you?
➤ Have you ever heard or read a story that
you didn’t want to end? How did you
react when it did end?

Questions
➤ Why do you think God chose to fill the
Bible with stories as well as laws,
commands, and history reports?
➤ Why do the Bible’s ancient stories still
have such power today?
➤ Why do we connect with complex
characters like David, Peter, Mary
Magdalene, and Ruth?

❍ Faith Stories
In one sense, the Bible is the story of
humanity and God. First came Israel with
all its rich stories in relation to God; then
came the New Testament, the story of
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A Way to Explore Scripture
David abused his power, and no one was ready to confront him. Nevertheless,
God saw what David did and, like a loving father, would not look the other way.
David needed to face what he had done, so God sent Nathan. Nathan’s story paved
the way for David to confront his own sin. Why can stories sometimes expose our hearts
more profoundly than simple statements of fact?

❍ Room to Imagine
Standing at a distance from the facts, real
or perceived, can sometimes help our
perspective—especially if they are facts we
don’t want to face. Stepping outside of
ourselves offers a fresh point of view. We
peek into another world, the world of the
story. At the same time, the story peeks
into us.

Questions
➤ Have you ever seen aspects of yourself
or your life in an oral or written story?
How did that feel?
➤ How does a story give us room to
imagine circumstances apart from
ourselves? How does it help us understand the nature of our behavior?
Read 2 Samuel 12:1-9. Discuss why
Nathan might have chosen to tell David a
story rather than confronting him immediately.

❍ Confronting at an Angle
Read 2 Samuel 12:1-9. Many Old
Testament prophets give their words of
judgment directly, but not Nathan. He
first invites David to judge the actions of
two characters in a story that might have
happened. He tells David a tale about an
injustice that inspires strong feelings in
David. Once David’s sense of justice is
awakened, Nathan can bring David’s sin
to light.

16

Lesson 3

Questions
➤ Why is it easier to hear wrongdoing in a
story than in our own lives?
➤ How do we fool ourselves into thinking
our wrongdoing is acceptable? How do
you think David did this?
➤ Would you characterize Nathan’s
approach as wise? Deceptive?
Appropriate?
➤ Has someone ever helped you see the
light by confronting you “at an angle”?

❍ Trusting the Stories
Much of the church’s teaching and
preaching sounds more like a lecture than
a story. Yet much of the Bible comes to us
in stories, and several Bible characters,
Jesus in particular, seemed to teach and
preach mostly by telling stories.

Questions
➤ Why do adults tend to “cover” the
Bible’s stories with doctrines, propositions, and mastery of bare facts?
➤ What do we hope to gain? What are we
in danger of losing?
➤ Do we trust the stories of Scripture to
strike home without the help of our
religious systems? Why or why not?

A Way to End
God used Nathan’s story to confront David and to allow him to confess, repent,
and be forgiven. God’s goal was to heal the breach David had created by his sin.
Nathan acted not merely as God’s prophet but as David’s friend. His creativity
may have been based on his understanding of David—and of human nature.
Nathan’s story re-centered David, reminding him who he was called to be: a man after
God’s own heart (1 Sam 13:13-14). God offers that same re-centering to us in the stories of
the Bible, in the stories of later Christians, and in the stories of modern writers who might
never suspect that God is working though them.

❍ The Gift of a Good Story

❍ Collecting the Stories

God used a story to convict David of his
sin and to provoke a change in David’s
heart. God uses stories in our lives in
much the same way.
Distribute copies of “The Gift of a
Good Story” (page 25). Invite the class to
reflect on books, articles, stories, and
memoirs that God has used to speak to
them. Emphasize that the writings do not
have to be overtly spiritual. God can use
whatever God chooses to speak to us.

Ask the class to begin looking for stories,
books, articles, memoirs, or poems that
speak to them. Consider creating a class
list of suggested readings or stories to
share. Informally, the class might read
something together to discuss later at a
class dinner or other gathering. If there
are many avid readers in your class, this
might lead to the creation of a book
group that gathers periodically to discuss
their reading of something from a chosen
collection.

❍ Finding Yourself in the Story
Discuss one or more of the following
questions.

Questions
➤ What Bible stories remind you of yourself (in either the past or the present)?
➤ When have you seen something of
yourself in a play, movie, or TV show?
➤ When have you seen something of
yourself in a novel, essay, or biography?
➤ What might God want to do with the
insights we have received from stories?

Resources
Bruce C. Birch, “I and II Samuel,” The New Interpreter’s
Bible, vol. 2 (Nashville: Abingdon, 1998).
Walter Brueggemann, “I and II Samuel,” Interpretation
(Louisville KY: John Knox, 1990).
James M. Efird, The Old Testament Writings: History,
Literature, Interpretation (Atlanta: John Knox, 1982).
P. Kyle McCarter Jr., “I Samuel: Introduction and Notes,”
HarperCollins Study Bible (New York: HarperCollins, 1993).
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4
Lesson

Bible Background
Exile
Ezekiel’s colorful prophetic
career was marked by odd
assignments like lying on his side
for days on end and shaving and burning
his hair (4; 5:1-5). He was part of an early
wave of exiles sent away by Babylon’s King
Nebuchadrezzar II. This king forcibly
moved many leaders and intellectuals of
the southern kingdom of Judah to
Babylon in 597 BC (2 Kgs 24:14-16). The
idea was to weaken Judah, which had
become a vassal state of Babylon, though
its complete defeat would not occur until
587 BC, when the temple and Jerusalem
were destroyed.
In exile, the Israelites still assumed
that God would establish the kingdom of
David forever. God called Ezekiel to redirect the people’s thinking toward their
own behavior and to remind them that
their relationship with God was a
covenant. It required faithfulness on both
sides. To this end, God gave Ezekiel vivid
visions full of fantastic creatures and
dramatic instructions. The first twentyfour chapters of Ezekiel focus on God’s
judgment against the people’s unfaithfulness.
After the fall of Jerusalem, the people
wondered if God had forsaken them
forever. In response, Ezekiel’s tone in his
writing changes to comfort. But as one
commentator notes, Ezekiel’s comfort
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hearkens back to the original Latin
meaning of the word: “made strong, fortified” (Paterson, 649). The prophet is not
merely brushing away tears; he is pointing
toward a new reality that God is effecting.

Ezekiel’s Sign-act
One of Ezekiel’s most famous passages
directly precedes our text: the valley of
dry bones (37:1-14). In this scene, God
resurrects the old dry bones of the house
of Israel, giving them life and breath
again. Ezekiel prophesies that God will
renew the fragments of Israel just like the
dry bones, creating new life out of death
and destruction.
The last half of chapter 37 tells of one
of Ezekiel’s “sign-acts,” in which he acts
out a message from God as a sign for the
people. Other prophets also performed
sign-acts (see the list in the study guide).
Such actions grab people’s attention and
convey God’s message in an unconventional but effective way.
God’s instructions involve two sticks,
one representing the northern kingdom
of Israel and the other the southern
kingdom of Judah. Both kingdoms
consist of the offspring from the original
twelve tribes of Israel. On the first stick,
God has Ezekiel write “For Judah, and the
Israelites associated with it”; on the
second, “For Joseph (the stick of
Ephraim), and all the house of Israel associated with it” (v. 16). The tribe of Jacob’s
son Judah was the most prominent tribe

in the southern part of Israel. By
adding “and the Israelites associated
with it,” Ezekiel highlights the inclusion of all the other southern tribes.
The second stick is for “Joseph” and the
two tribes that dominated northern Israel
named after Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and
Ephraim.
The long history of Israel’s division
into two kingdoms is the subject of
1–2 Kings and 1–2 Chronicles. Ezekiel’s
audience would have immediately understood the complex, storied history
represented in those two simple sticks.
Most recently, they represented two kingdoms brought low by foreign powers,
displaced and disheartened.

Reunification
Ezekiel joins the two sticks together “so
that they may become one in your hand”
(v. 17). God then anticipates the people’s
question, “Will you not show us what you
mean by these?” This is the point of the
sign-act: to inspire the right questions so
that God through Ezekiel may offer the
proper answer. When the people ask, God
answers first about the sticks and then
about their meaning—nothing less than
reunification of all Israel’s scattered,
divided tribes under one king (vv. 19-22).
This explanation would have amazed
Ezekiel’s audience. Not only will they
return home from their exile in foreign
lands, but they will be reunited as one
people, one kingdom under a king of
David’s line (v. 24). The unified kingdom
under David and Solomon represented
Israel’s “glory days” politically, economically, and spiritually, as exemplified in the
completion of God’s temple. Now God
promises not only to bring them home
but also to unite them again as one family
of God’s people.
But notice that part of being God’s
reunited people means being cleansed
from the sins that the prophets declared
brought their exile and defeat. God will
“save them from all the apostasies into
which they have fallen and will cleanse
them” (v. 23). They cannot save them-

Introduction: God has given Ezekiel many
words to speak to the people; now God
commands him to offer an action, a drama,
that will grab their attention and spark their
hope.
I. Background: Ezekiel
A. Priest in Jerusalem
B. Exiled to Babylon in 597 BC
C. Called as prophet around 593 BC
II. Ezekiel’s Message
A. He receives God’s word through
visions and direct commands.
B. God commands him to perform
strange “sign-acts.”
C. He preaches judgment against idolatry and neglecting the covenant.
D. After the fall of Jerusalem (ch. 24), he
preaches hope and restoration.
III. Ezekiel’s Sign-act (Ezek 37:15-28)
A. God commands him to take two
sticks. (vv. 15-17)
1. One for Judah and one for Israel.
2. These two kingdoms separated
after Solomon’s death.
B. God commands Ezekiel to join the
two sticks as one.
C. The Meaning of the Sign-act (v. 18)
1. God is about to gather them
together from where they have
scattered. (v. 21)
2. God will bring them home as one
nation under one king. (v. 22)
3. God will cleanse them and help
them return to the covenant.
(v. 23)
4. The people will have one king,
keep the covenant, and live in the
land forever. (vv. 24-25)
5. God will dwell among them
forever. (vv. 26-27)
6. The nations will know that God
sanctifies Israel. (v. 28)
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selves; God must do it. With this cleansing, the covenant Israel broke by its idolatry and
heresy will be healed.
After the cleansing, God says the people will live into the covenant, led by a Davidic
shepherd (v. 24). They will live forever in the land promised to Jacob, the father of all
Israel’s tribes. God will make an “everlasting covenant with them” and “bless and multiply them,” echoing God’s original promises to Abraham (Gen 22:17). And God will “set
my sanctuary among them forevermore. My dwelling place shall be with them” (vv. 2627). The temple was God’s dwelling place. This promise points toward the rebuilding of
the temple, but it also conveys God’s intention to dwell among the people forever. God’s
presence is God’s doing. It is not determined by anything the people accomplish.
The final words of the chapter restate the covenant between God and the people and
remind them that God’s work is a witness to all people. God’s people will be restored as
a witness to the nations that God is the God of Israel. When the nations see this, they
will be reminded that Israel’s God is faithful and powerful. The same God who brought
Israel out of Egypt—the most powerful nation in that time—will bring the scattered
people of Israel out of Babylon—the most powerful nation in 587 BC (Darr, 1509).

A Way to Begin
God calls Ezekiel to be a prophet during a difficult time in Israel’s history. A
large group of Jerusalem’s leaders had been forced into exile in Babylon. It was
a way to demoralize and weaken Judah. First God calls Ezekiel to preach
judgment against the behaviors that led the people astray: idolatry, engaging in forbidden
practices, disregarding God and each other. But then Jerusalem and the temple are destroyed
in 587 BC. The people are devastated. They need comfort and hope.

❍ Dark Days

❍ A Place Called Home

In the dark days in which they lived, it was
hard for the exiles to imagine a new
future. They were overwhelmed by the
pain of losing the temple and their holy
city, Jerusalem. They had been exiled and
longing for home for ten years. Now it
seemed there was no home to which to
return. Had God forgotten them?

The promised land was more than real
estate to the people of Israel. It was their
inheritance, their promise and blessing
from God. Likewise, the temple was more
than a building. It was the place where
God’s presence dwelled among them.
The temple was the center of Israel’s religious life as Jerusalem was the center of
their political and economic life. Losing
the temple and Jerusalem was losing their
home and possibly their identity as the
people of God.

Questions
➤ Have you ever experienced a time of
deep desolation and grief, or known
someone who has?
➤ What was helpful to you or your loved
one during those times?
➤ Have you ever wondered if God has
forgotten you?
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Questions
➤ What places are significant in your life?
A home, vacation spot, church, or
school?
➤ How would it feel if that place were
destroyed, vandalized, or burned down?
➤ When is land more than dirt and rocks?
When is a place more than a building?

A Way to Explore Scripture
In the face of great loss or pain, it may be hard to imagine that things will ever be
better, or even livable, again. In fact, for a while grief may overshadow everything
else. This is especially true when one has experienced multiple losses, as the people
of Judah had. Throughout the exile, God spoke to the people through Ezekiel and other
prophets. Often God’s message was of judgment, warning , and pending doom. But now God
offers not only words but also dramatic acts of restoration and hope.

❍ Drama as a Teaching Tool
Read Ezekiel 37:15-28. Notice that the
action of taking up the two sticks and
joining them together comes before the
spoken explanation of God’s intention to
reunite the two kingdoms in Israel. The
people see Ezekiel join the two sticks and
then ask what it means. The teachable
moment arises because of the dramatic
action.

Questions
➤ Is it true sometimes that “actions speak
louder than words”? How so?
➤ When has seeing something acted
driven home an important point?
➤ Why might God choose to show first
and explain later?
➤ How can plays, movies, and “sign-acts”
be teaching tools—in the church and
beyond?

❍ A Cross, a Fish, a Steeple…
a Stick?
Read Ezekiel 37:15-28. The one stick that
Ezekiel makes from two may not be one
of our faith’s lasting symbols, but it was a
powerful symbol for Judah at that
moment. The northern and southern
kingdoms had been separated for many
years. This division had made both kingdoms vulnerable.
The one stick signified a return to
God’s original promise to Abraham: “I
will make of you a great nation…so that
you will be a blessing” (Gen 12:2). It
represented God healing Israel of its selfinflicted wounds. The stick symbolized
nothing less than the hope and restoration of a broken people.

Questions
➤ Do you have objects that symbolize
God’s care for you? A family Bible or
cross, a gift from an old friend, or a
keepsake from a certain time in your
life?
➤ What does that item represent to you?
Is it still meaningful to you?
➤ In a time of grief or struggle, how can
such symbols or objects help
anchor us?

❍ Performance Art
Note the list of prophetic “sign-acts” in
the study guide. Discuss how the prophets
were like and unlike modern “performance artists” who engage in shocking
public expressions in order to communicate a message.

❍ Sacraments
Discuss the dramatic aspects of baptism
and the Lord’s Supper. What story do they
tell? What is the relationship between the
words and the symbolic acts in telling
these stories?
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A Way to End
Ezekiel’s sign-acts remind us that drama and symbolism have a place in Scripture
and in our lives. Sometimes “seeing is believing” and “actions speak louder than
words.” God could have simply told Ezekiel what to say, but instead God gave
him a sign to act out. Explore how drama and symbolism can pave the way for proclamation
and spiritual growth.

❍ Faith and Film

❍ Symbols for Now

Distribute copies of “Faith and Film”
(page 26). Discuss how movies often have
spiritual themes (sin, redemption, hope,
etc.), whether they are explicitly
“Christian” or not. (Note: Several websites
explore faith issues in current films. See
pluggedin.com; crosswalk.com/movies;
and christianitytoday.com/ct/movies).
Note the films suggested in the
handout. If you have seen one or more of
them, provide additional information on
how the spiritual themes are handled.

Invite the class to consider what symbol of
faith might speak to where they are in
their lives right now. Travelers might
choose their frequent flier cards or
mileage log books, accountants a calculator, teachers a grade book—any symbol
that speaks to current life and how God is
at work. (You may want to ask people
ahead of time to bring a symbol to class
with them.)

Questions

Close with prayer thanking God for the
many ways God speaks: words, actions,
dramas, sign-acts, and symbols. Highlight
the richness of all God uses to teach and
mold us.

➤ How might these films provoke discussion or reflection on Christian themes?
➤ What other films do you know that
raise awareness of Christian themes?
If your class includes several movie
buffs, you might consider scheduling a
“movie night” in which to view a film and
discuss the intersection between film and
faith.

❍ Thanksgiving for Words and
More

Resources
Kathryn Pfisterer Darr, “Ezekiel,” The New Interpreter’s Bible,
vol. 6 (Nashville: Abingdon, 2001).
James M. Efird, The Old Testament Writings: History,
Literature, Interpretation (Atlanta: John Knox, 1982).
John Paterson, “Ezekiel,” The Old Testament and the Fine Arts,
ed. Cynthia P. Maus (New York: Harper and Brothers,
1954).
David L. Peterson, “Ezekiel: Introduction and Notes,”
HarperCollins Study Bible (New York: HarperCollins, 1993).
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ART AND FAITH
Religion is life, and the life that is lived without questions and spiritual wrestling is
really a dull life indeed. When our minds and religious senses become dull and corrupt, then the glory of God and the blazing intentions of our Lord for our lives are
unable to register in our daily existence. That is why religion and art are part of the
wider quest for meaning. That is why we need them both.
Source: F. Thomas Trotter, “What is Religious Art?” Loving God with One’s Mind (Board of Higher Education and Ministry of
the United Methodist Church, 1987). Prepared for religion-online by William E. Chapman, <www.religion-online.org/
showarticle.asp?title=514>.

Discussion Questions
(1) Does the above statement ring true for you? Explain.

(2) How has visual art connected you to the “glory of God and the blazing intentions
of our Lord”?

(3) How does visual art deepen your sense of worship?

(4) How might art be better used in congregational worship?

Page 23

MARTIN LUTHER ON MUSIC
I wish to see all arts, principally music in the service of Him who gave and created
them. I would not for all the world forego my humble share of music. Singers are
never sorrowful, but are merry, and smile through their troubles in song. Music makes
people kinder, gentler, more staid and reasonable. I am strongly persuaded that after
theology there is no art that can be placed on a level with music; for besides theology
music is the only art capable of affording peace and joy of the heart.
—Martin Luther
Source: www.appleseeds.org/Luther-Music.htm

Discussion Questions
(1) How has music made you or someone you know “kinder, gentler, more staid and
reasonable”?

(2) How have you experienced music bringing joy and peace?

(3) What sort of music best makes you aware of God’s presence? What musical styles?
What specific songs or musical pieces?

(4) How can we use music to serve God and others?

Page 24

THE GIFT OF A GOOD STORY
God has used stories through the centuries to instruct, convict, and guide the people of God.
Christians over the years have learned from biblical stories and the lives of the people of
God.
Reflect on the stories God has used to shape you. The stories don’t need to be strictly
spiritual or highbrow literature.
(1) In childhood, did you have a favorite story? What story did you like to hear or read over
and over? Why do you think this story appealed to you?

(2) As a teenager, were there stories that captured your imagination? How did they inspire
and inform you?

(3) In adulthood, have you found stories of any sort that have spoken to you?
How has God used them in your life?

(4) Are there stories you would like to read?

(5) Do you have stories you would suggest to or share with others?

Page 25

FAITH AND FILM
Consider the spiritual themes reflected in the following films.

To Kill a Mockingbird (Universal International, 1962)
Gregory Peck stars in this film adaptation of the Harper Lee classic about a
small-town Southern lawyer defending a wrongfully accused African-American
man.
Themes: racism, justice, courage, systemic sin, righteousness

Babette’s Feast (Panorama, 1987)
A former chef becomes a servant to two women who adhere to an austere
lifestyle. The servant wins a lottery and uses her winnings to prepare a sumptuous feast. She offers the best of what she has, but they are uncomfortable with
the extravagance.
Themes: abundance and austerity, giving and receiving

The Rookie (Walt Disney, 2002)
This film explores a 35-year-old baseball coach’s journey to the big leagues.
Themes: second chances, the gifts and limitations of growing older, courage to
take a risk, confidence that God never gives up on us.

Page 26

