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WHAT ’S IN YOUR TEACHING GUIDE
This Teaching Guide has three purposes:
➤ to give the teacher tools for focusing on the content of the session in the Study Guide.
➤ to give the teacher additional Bible background information.
➤ to give the teacher variety and choice in preparation.
The Teaching Guide includes two major components: Teacher Helps and Teacher Options.

Teacher Helps
Bible Background

Teaching Outline

The Study Guide is your main
source of Bible study material.
This section helps you more fully
understand and
interpret the Scripture text.

provides you with an outline
of the main themes in the
Study Guide.

Teacher Options
The next three sections provide a beginning, middle, and end
for the session, with focus paragraphs in between.

Focus Paragraphs
are printed in italics at the top of the page because they
are the most important part of the Teaching Guide. These
paragraphs will help you move your class from “what the text
meant” to “what the text means.”

You Can Choose!
There is more material in each session than you can use, so choose the options from each section
to tailor the session to the needs of your group.

Prepare Before the Session
Read the session for today in the Study Guide. Then read the options in this Teaching
Guide, placing checkmarks beside the activities you plan to include. After you have decided
which options to use, gather the appropriate materials.
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Bible Background
In 586 BC the armies of
Babylon captured the city of
Jerusalem and carried many
people into exile. In 539 BC,
however, the Persians, under the rule of
Cyrus, conquered Babylon. Cyrus brought
to bear a new, more liberal philosophy
concerning the captured Hebrews. This
policy allowed them to return to
Jerusalem to rebuild their temple
(Ezra 1:1-4).
When the first group of Jews returned
to Jerusalem under the leadership of
Zerubbabel, the governor, and Joshua, the
high priest, they found the situation
worse than they had imagined. In their
absence, enemies, such as the Edomites,
had plundered Jerusalem. The Jews who
had remained in Judah during the exile
had done nothing to restore the city. In
their defense, they had suffered from
poor harvests, starvation, and lack of
adequate clothing. The new arrivals
attempted to restore the temple, but the
work was slow and discouraging. They
soon gave up.
After the death of Cyrus, his son
Cambyses II came to power. When he died
in 522 BC, Persia experienced several
revolts. This political turmoil raised
Jewish hopes that Persian power would
crumble and they could regain their
national freedom. However, Darius, the
new king, proved to be a strong leader. By
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520 BC he had regained control of the
empire. It was at this low point in Judah’s
history that God sent the prophets
Haggai and Zechariah to renew the spirits
and enthusiasm of the Jews in Judah.

The Prophet Zechariah
Although we know little of Zechariah’s
background, we do know he was the son
of Berechiah and the grandson of Iddo
(Zech 1:1). A man of priestly descent
called Iddo listed among the exiles who
returned to Jerusalem (Neh 12:4). If this
was Zechariah’s grandfather, then
Zechariah had the unique combination of
priestly heritage and prophetic calling.
Haggai’s prophetic message preceded
Zechariah’s by only a few months. Both
prophets believed deeply that despite the
difficult circumstances and the sad state
of the economy, the temple needed to be
rebuilt. It was a symbol of God’s presence
among his people; without it, the nation
was doomed. A rebuilt temple brought
the hope of a restored faith and national
pride.
Toward the end of 520 BC, Zechariah
began his prophetic ministry, which
focused on renewal of the Jews as God’s
chosen people. Although the temple
reconstruction was important to
Zechariah, he also knew that a personal
relationship with God was more important than any building. He told the
people that if they turned to God, God
would turn to them (v. 3). He also

reminded them of the words of former
prophets, who called their ancestors to
“Return from your evil ways and your
evil deeds” (v. 4). Their ancestors chose
not to listen. Instead, they continued
what they were doing, thinking that God
would never abandon them or punish
them. Zechariah pleaded with the people
to learn from the mistakes of those who
came before them.
God’s discipline eventually led to
repentance. God’s people concluded that
they deserved everything God had
allowed to happen to them. They were the
ones at fault and could not blame God in
any way for their misfortune (v. 6). The
essence of repentance is acknowledging
that we are at fault and that we must turn
from our sins to accept God’s forgiveness.

Zechariah’s Visions
After laying the foundation for his
message in verses 1-6, Zechariah turns his
attention to specific visions God gave
him. Each revelation follows a basic
pattern: there are (1) introductory words,
(2) a description of what Zechariah saw,
(3) his request for an interpretation of the
vision, and (4) an explanation given by an
angelic interpreter.
As with all biblical visions and apocalyptic literature, many of the meanings
behind the symbols have been lost. We
can assume that Zechariah’s original audience understood the visions in light of
current events and contemporary perspectives that we are unable to recognize.
Therefore, it is important not to become
overly concerned about the symbolic
meaning of every element of these visions.
Rather than speculating about the fine
details that may distract us, we should be
concerned with the overall thrust of the
prophet’s message.
Zechariah’s first vision came to him
early in 519 BC, about three months after
the date given in verse 1. This is generally
understood to be the date for all the
visions that follow. In this first vision the
prophet sees a man on a red horse.
Behind the man are three additional
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How often do we seek God’s comfort?
Perhaps a disease or injury makes us realize
how frail we are. Maybe a lost job or
poverty drives us to God. Sometimes it may
be addiction, depression, or the loss of a
loved one. Whatever the cause, there are
times in our lives when we realize we cannot
handle things without God. When we turn
to God, God turns to us and comforts us.
In the book of Zechariah, the Jews who
had returned to Jerusalem from exile faced
great hardships. Zechariah called on them
to return to God, and God gave them
words of great comfort.
I. An Introduction to Zechariah’s Words
(1:1-6)
A. The Date and the Prophet’s Name
(v. 1)
B. A Call to Return to God (vv. 2-3)
C. A Lesson from Their Ancestors
(vv. 4-6)
II. The First Vision: The Horseman among
the Myrtle Trees (1:7-17)
A. Date of the Vision (v. 7)
B. What Zechariah Saw: The Vision of
the Horseman (v. 8)
C. Zechariah’s Request for the Meaning
of the Vision (v. 9)
D. The Vision Explained (vv. 10-11)
E. The Angel’s Interceding Prayer (v. 12)
F. God’s Words of Comfort and
Promise (vv. 13-17)

horses, all of different colors (v. 8). We are
not told if they also hold riders. We can
speculate at length about the symbolism
of the different colors of the horses, and
some commentators do, but there is no
indication that the colors have any hidden
meaning.
The horseman proclaims the earth is
at peace. This seems like a very good
thing. Isn’t this what we all want—peace
on earth? Yet the Jews didn’t want peace.
When Darius first came to power, his

empire was in great turmoil and the Jews had high hopes that independence was around
the corner. The news from the horseman is far from good. It means that Darius had
regained control and put down rebellions throughout the empire.
The interceding angel points out to God that it had already been seventy years—
How much longer must Israel’s subjugation continue? To be strictly literal, from
Babylonian exile to the time of Zechariah’s visions accounts for only sixty-seven years.
The number seventy is probably intended to be an approximation rather than a literal
timeframe. Seventy years is often the number used to designate a lifetime.
God responds to the angel with comforting words. God is jealous for Jerusalem and
angry against the nations “at ease” that have made matters worse than God intended
(vv. 14-15). For us, jealousy often has a negative connotation, but in Old Testament
usage, jealousy refers to an intolerance of rivalry or unfaithfulness. Thus, to be “jealous
for Jerusalem” means that God will not tolerate those who oppress his people. The
message is clear: God has not forgotten them.

A Way to Begin
When we feel the stresses of life, it is natural for us to seek comfort to reduce
those stresses. Children often run to their mothers for a hug. Adults might
turn to a spouse or to “comfort food.” Some of the ways we seek comfort are
healthy; some are not. The healthiest place to find comfort in difficult times is in the presence
of God.

❍ Comfort

❍ Images of God’s Comfort

Questions

Questions

Write the word “Comfort” on a piece of
paper and display it so everyone can see.
Ask participants to share the first things
that come to mind when they think of the
word “Comfort.” Let as many share as are
willing. Ask the following questions.
➤ How are the things you’ve mentioned
associated with comfort?
➤ What does “comfort” mean?
➤ Why do certain things bring us
comfort?
➤ What brings us to the point of needing
comfort?
➤ When your children come to you for
comfort, what do you do? What words
do you say?
➤ To whom do you go for comfort?
➤ What memories do you have of receiving great comfort? Who gave you that
comfort? How did they do it?

Divide the class into three groups. Assign
each group to read one of the following
passages: Isaiah 66:10-13; Psalm 23;
2 Corinthians 1:3-7. Have each group
answer the following questions about
their passage.
➤ What are the images of comfort you
find in this passage?
➤ What do these images tell us about
God and God’s capacity for comfort?
Let each group share their findings.
Which image can you identify with best?
Why? What common themes do we find
in the three passages?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
In this lesson the Jews returning to Jerusalem were having a very difficult time.
They needed assurance and comfort. Through the vision of Zechariah, God gave
them that comfort.

❍ Restoring Judah’s Hopes

Using information from the Bible
Background section and the Learner’s
Study Guide, provide an overview of
Zechariah’s historical context. Ask
members to try to imagine what life was
like for the returnees from Babylon. What
do you think they felt when they first
arrived at Jerusalem? How do you imagine
they felt when they heard Persia was in
turmoil? What do you think they felt
when they heard Darius had regained
control?
Read Zechariah 1:1-17. How does
Zechariah’s first vision speak to the feelings and spiritual needs of those who
hoped for national restoration?

❍ Returning to God

Read Zechariah 1:1-6. Discuss the passage
in light of verse 3, which is key to understanding all of Zechariah 1–8.

Questions

➤ What does it mean to “return” to God?
➤ Does verse 3 imply that God turns away
from us? If so, under what circumstances?
➤ What lessons did Zechariah want his
hearers to learn from their ancestors?
➤ What happens if we don’t learn from
our ancestors’ mistakes?
➤ Verse 6 describes the repentance of
their ancestors. What can we learn
from this about how to repent and
return to God?
➤ Read Zechariah 1:7-17. What hope
does this vision provide about the
possibility of returning to God?
➤ What challenges does the vision highlight?
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❍ Zechariah’s Vision

Provide four copies of the
resource page “Zechariah’s
Vision.” Ask four volunteers
to read the page as a short
skit. If possible, let the volunteers have a
bit of time to practice before reading
before the group.
Using information from the Bible
Background section and the Learner’s
Study Guide, provide an overview of
Zechariah’s historical context. Ask the
following questions.

Questions

➤ The horseman reports that the whole
earth is at peace. Is this good news or
bad news? Why?
➤ What is the angel’s response to the
news of peace?
➤ Why does the angel, rather than
Zechariah, ask God “How long?”
➤ When have you asked God “How long?”
➤ Why does God sometimes seem to
delay?
➤ How can we deal with our doubts when
God seems absent or inattentive?

A Way to End
The Jews who returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel faced extremely difficult
circumstances. They were discouraged to the point that they were on the brink of
losing their faith. They undoubtedly felt that God was no longer on their side. But
comfort and the reassurance of God’s love for them came at a crucial time. Each of us has
experienced similar times when we’ve needed God’s comfort. We wonder how much longer
God will withhold divine intervention. Zechariah’s vision gives us the hope and promise that
God hears and understands. God has not abandoned those who believe.

❍ Stories of Comfort and Hope

Share a personal story about a long and
difficult struggle, or invite a class member
ahead of time to share their story. Ask (or
answer) the following questions of the
one who shares.

Questions

➤ How did this struggle affect your faith?
➤ How did you search for God’s comfort?
How did you find it?
Note: Be sensitive to the needs of
other participants. There may be some
who struggle in similar ways even now.

Question

➤ How can Christians today embrace
hope when times are hard?

❍ Closing Prayer

Instruct participants that you are going to
read two Scripture passages as you close
with silent prayer. Invite them to reflect
on what you read and let it shape what
they express to God privately.
Read Zechariah 1:3. Allow for a
moment of silence. Sometimes we are
afraid of silence and, thus, hurry to fill it.
Resist this temptation. Give members
adequate time to hear and speak to God.
Next, read Psalm 23 followed by
another time of silence.
Close by giving thanks that if we
return to God, God will return to us and
provide comfort in the circumstances of
our lives.

Resources
Kenneth L. Barker, “Zechariah,” The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids
MI: Zondervan, 1985).
Peter C. Craigie, Twelve Prophets, vol. 2 (Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1985).
D. Winton Thomas and Theodore Cuyler Speers, “The
Book of Zechariah,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 6 (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1956).
John D. W. Watts, “Zechariah,” The Broadman Bible
Commentary, vol. 7 (Nashville: Broadman, 1972).
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Bible Background
The Scroll
Zechariah’s last three visions
involve an oversized scroll, a
woman in a basket, and horsedrawn chariots sent to patrol the earth.
Within the strange imagery, however, are
important truths for the people of Judah
and for us today.
In Zechariah 5:1-4, the prophet sees a
gigantic two-sided scroll floating in the
air. Both sides of the scroll are covered
with curses for those who steal or swear
falsely. The scroll will be sent to every
home in the land where sin abounds,
bringing condemnation and destruction
to those who live there (5:4).
The word translated “curse” in verse 3
is used multiple times in the oath of
covenant found in Deuteronomy 27–29.
In that passage, Moses describes the blessings or curses that will come upon Israel
based on their obedience or disobedience.
“Cut off,” another expression found in
Zechariah 5:3, is a Hebrew word meaning
“to be cleaned out or purged.” Those who
choose to steal or swear falsely will be
purged from the presence of God. The
consequence of taking God lightly and
choosing one’s own way is disastrous.
These are not easy words for us to hear.
Nevertheless, they are God’s words. They
cut to the heart of our disobedience and
point out our sin. The writer of Hebrews
says it this way:

Teaching Guide

A PURIFIED
PEOPLE
Zechariah 5:1-6:8

Indeed, the word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing until it divides soul
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Heb 4:12)

Thankfully, being “cut off ” is not
inevitable. If we choose to revere God and
seek a life of obedience, the consequences
are life-giving.
Swearing falsely and stealing may
have been two of the commandments
most transgressed in Zechariah’s day. On
the other hand, the prophet may have
simply used these two examples to say
that the people had broken the whole law.
By either interpretation, God restates the
covenant that has been in place since the
time of Moses. If the people truly want to
restore their relationship with God, it will
require a change in the way they relate to
others and to God.

The Basket
Next, Zechariah sees an ephah-sized
basket. (An ephah is about three-fifths of
a bushel.) The angel tells him the basket
is the iniquity of the land (5:6). The word
translated “iniquity” in the NRSV comes
from the Greek Old Testament. In the
original Hebrew text, the word here is
“eyes.” (The Hebrew words for “iniquity”
and “eyes” are similar: ‘awon and ‘aynim.)
Most scholars, however, believe the

Hebrew text is corrupt at this point and
prefer to accept the Greek reading as
most likely representing what was
originally intended.
Wickedness is represented by a
woman sitting in the basket (5:7-8). This
portion of the vision can be problematic
for many. Women have historically felt
the stigma of being considered the “lesser
gender” in male-dominated societies. For
Scripture to personify wickedness as a
woman may suggest that the Bible itself is
perpetuating this false opinion. This is a
difficult thing for many to accept.
It may be, however, that the biblical
writer did not intend this imagery to
disparage women in general. After all,
Scripture also personifies godly wisdom
as a woman (see Prov 8–9). This ancient
text, like all the Bible, is constrained at
certain points by the realities of the
culture in which it was written. The
Hebrew word for wickedness—like the
Hebrew word for wisdom—is feminine
gender. Choosing a woman as the symbol
of wickedness may not reflect anything
more than that simple linguistic fact. In
addition, we must note that two winged
women—apparently the only angels in the
Bible depicted in feminine form!—carry
the sin away and rid the country of
wickedness (5:9).
In the second scene, the two winged
women lift up the basket with all its
wickedness and take it to the land of
Shinar (5:9-11). Shinar is an ambiguous
location mentioned in several places in
Scripture. The Tower of Babel was built in
Shinar (Gen 11:1-2). Isaiah prophesied
that God would bring out a remnant of
his people from Shinar (Isa 11:11). Daniel
used Shinar as a synonym for Babylon
(Dan 1:1-2). If Shinar is meant to stand
for Babylon, God was sending Judah’s sin
to their enemy, where wickedness was
idolized.

The Chariots
Zechariah’s final vision depicts God as the
“Lord of all the earth” (6:5). The images of
bronze mountains, chariots of war,

The book of Zechariah recounts eight visions
in all. Zechariah 5:1–6:8 describe the last
three of these. Like many apocalyptic texts,
Zechariah has an angel at his side to help
him (and us) interpret the visions. The
themes of his visions are similar. Each points
to the need for the Jews to rebuild their relationship with God. Zechariah supported the
rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, but he
was also shown that a building is of no use
if the people continue in their sin.
I. The Sixth Vision: The Flying Scroll
(Zech 5:1-4)
A. Zechariah sees a flying scroll. (vv. 1-2)
B. The scroll symbolizes God’s indictment of sin. (vv. 3-4)
II. The Seventh Vision: A Woman in a Basket
(Zech 5:5-11)
A. Zechariah sees a basket. (v. 5)
B. The basket symbolizes iniquity. (v. 6)
C. Zechariah sees a woman in the
basket. (v. 7)
D. The woman symbolizes wickedness.
(v. 8)
E. Zechariah sees the basket taken away.
(v. 9)
F. The removal of the basket symbolizes
the removal of Israel’s sin. (vv. 10-11)
III. The Eighth Vision: The Four Chariots
(Zech 6:1-8)
A. Zechariah sees four chariots with
horses. (vv. 1-3)
B. The chariots probably symbolize
divine judgment. (vv. 4-6)
C. Their command is to patrol the earth.
(vv. 7-8)

powerful horses, and the directional
winds bring to mind great power. The
word translated “winds” in verse 5 can
just as easily be translated “spirits,” as it is
in verse 8. God’s spirit covers the earth
and has control of every corner.

Teaching Guide
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The black horses, drawing their chariot, are sent to the north, the white ones to the
west, and the dappled ones to the south (6:6). We have no explanation as to why the red
horses’ command to the east is omitted. The ones that go north “set [God’s] spirit at
rest” there (6:8). The verse doesn’t tell us what the spirit will do when it settles upon the
land. It could imply either judgment or peace, destruction or calmness. Perhaps it
means recent events have been the work of God, but the work is now finished so that
God’s spirit can take rest. However, when we combine this image of “descending upon”
with the image of powerful war chariots, we are more inclined to imagine destruction.
Northeast of Judah was the land of Babylon, now under the control of Persia. These
were the conquerors who first sent Judah into exile. If judgment is the proper interpretation of what the spirit will do in the north, then God will destroy those who have shown
injustice toward God’s people. God will deal with them as God sees fit. God is in
control.

A Way to Begin
The Jews of Zechariah’s time longed for restoration, but long years of subjugation
to foreign powers made these things seem impossible to achieve. Begin the
lesson by helping participants name their own longings for peace and
restoration.

❍ The Possibility of Peace

Despite our desire for world peace, we
continually hear about conflict between
people, countries, political parties, and
more. As a class, create a list of current
conflicts around the world and at home.
(Do not debate these issues; merely write
them on the board.)
Provide paper and pens for all participants. Have everyone list his or her
personal conflicts. These might include
conflicts with work associates, family
members, and even internal conflict
within themselves. Ask the following
questions.

Questions

➤ What causes conflict in our world?
➤ Is peace a possibility for our world?
Why or why not?
➤ Is peace a possibility in our own lives?
Why or why not?

❍ Repent!

We occasionally see billboards that call for
people to repent of their sins. Perhaps
we’ve heard street preachers accosting
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random pedestrians about their sins and
calling them to follow Jesus. Maybe we
have heard revival preachers who have
emphasized the dreadful destination that
awaits those who don’t repent.
Invite participants to share their own
experiences with such confrontational
“evangelistic” tactics. Ask the following
questions.

Questions

➤ How do you respond when you see or
hear such confrontational messages?
➤ Why do so many people ignore these
messages?
➤ Whether we agree with the method of
presentation or not, what truths do
these messages hold?
➤ When have you been challenged to
repent in a way that Jesus might have
done?
➤ If our world took repentance seriously,
how would it affect the peace in our
world?
➤ If we took repentance seriously, how
would it affect our own sense of internal
peace?

A Way to Explore Scripture
God often used prophets like Zechariah to point the people toward a different
life. God repeatedly called for repentance, not to point out how awful the Jewish
people were, but to bring about a renewed relationship between them and God.
Our lesson reminds us of God’s desire to have a relationship with all of us, but that relationship requires the removal of sin from our lives.

❍ Small-Group Discussion

Divide the class into three groups. Assign
each group one of the visions in this
week’s lesson. Ask them to read their
assigned passage and discuss the following
questions.

Questions

➤ What imagery does God show
Zechariah in this vision?
➤ What do the images represent?
➤ What is God trying to say to the people
of Judah through this vision?
➤ What is the relationship between moral
purification and experiencing God’s
peace?

Questions

➤ How do you think Zechariah felt when
he saw this vision?
➤ What was God trying to communicate
through this vision?
➤ Why did God choose this particular
vision to relay that message?
➤ How does this vision speak to us as
well?

Let each group share its findings. Use
information in the Bible Background
section and Learner’s Study Guide to
explain difficult details.

Repeat this exercise for Zechariah
5:5-11 and 6:1-8. Before each reading,
provide basic information participants
will need to see the vision clearly. For
example, for the second vision, they might
need to know how big an ephah-sized
basket is. They might also like to know
that Shinar probably represents Babylon,
where the Jews had been taken captive.
Follow each reading with a discussion of
the questions listed above.

❍ Seeing Visions

❍ Three Visions

Have participants close their eyes and
listen while a volunteer reads Zechariah
5:1-4, slowly and with feeling. With eyes
still closed, ask participants to picture the
giant scroll that Zechariah saw. Have
them imagine the angel standing next to
them giving the vision’s interpretation.
Encourage them to see in their mind’s eye
the scroll entering homes and consuming
them.
After a few moments, have participants
open their eyes. Ask the following questions.

Distribute copies of the
resource page “Three
Visions.” Use the Outline for
Teaching to discuss
Zechariah 5:1–6:8. Invite participants to
use the resource page as a listening tool
by filling in the table provided.

Teaching Guide
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A Way to End
The Jews returning from exile thought they needed to rebuild the temple in order to
regain their dignity and place in the world. They believed that such a display of
devotion would bring them peace. Zechariah’s visions, however, make the point
that peace doesn’t come through the addition of more religious activities or things. Rather,
peace comes through removing things from our lives that separate us from God.

❍ What Brings Peace?

Brainstorm ways our society advocates to
achieve personal peace. What things are
we conditioned to add to our lives in hope
of finding personal peace? Ask participants to reflect on the personal
possessions and activities that are important to them.

Questions

➤ Do these things bring you peace? Why
or why not?
➤ What would life look like without these
things?
➤ Where would you find peace if you did
not have them?
Discuss the fact that God calls the
people of Judah to experience peace not
by adding things to their lives, but by
purging ungodly attitudes and behaviors.

❍ Obstacles to Peace

Refer to the Central Question in the
Learner’s Study Guide: what must I remove
from my life to experience God’s peace?
Read 1 John 1:6-8. Offer a time of
quiet reflection in which participants can
contemplate those things in their lives
(attitudes, behaviors, possessions, etc.)
that destroy peace. Discuss how we can
remove these things from our lives.
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Questions

➤ Is it possible to remove these things
from our lives completely? Why or why
not?
➤ Why do we repeatedly return to the
same sins and can’t seem to break free
of them?
➤ What answer does Jesus offer to this
question? (Read 1 John 1:9 and talk
about the forgiveness that Jesus offers.)
End with silent prayer, encouraging
members to confess their sins and commit
to repentance in the days to come.

Resources
Kenneth L. Barker, “Zechariah,” The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids
MI: Zondervan, 1985).
Chad Brand and Charles Draper, ed., Holman Illustrated
Bible Dictionary (Nashville: Holman, 2003).
Peter C. Craigie, Twelve Prophets, vol. 2 (Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1985).
D. Winton Thomas and Theodore Cuyler Speers, “The
Book of Zechariah,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 6 (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1956).
John D. W. Watts, “Zechariah,” The Broadman Bible
Commentary, vol. 7 (Nashville: Broadman, 1972).
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Bible Background
The Governor and the High
Priest
Zerubbabel was the grandson of
King Jehoiachin, who ruled Judah
in 586 BC when Babylon conquered the
land and deported many of its leading
families. Zerubbabel was born in
Babylonia, which explains his name,
meaning “descendant of Babylon” or
“Babylon’s sprout.”
Joshua was the grandson of Seraiah,
the high priest who was killed at the Fall
of Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:18-21). Joshua’s
father, Jehozadak, never served in the
temple because he was taken into exile,
possibly as a young boy.
Zerubbabel and Joshua were among
the exiles who returned to Judah after
539 BC when Cyrus the Great, ruler of
Persia, permitted them to return (Ezra
2:1-2). By 520 BC at the latest, the Persians
had appointed Zerubbabel as governor of
the province of Judah. Joshua became
Judah’s new high priest after a hiatus in
the office of at least fifty years. The two
men thus fulfilled key civil and spiritual
roles.
The returning exiles rebuilt the altar
and laid the foundation of the new
temple they would have to build (Ezra 3).
Eventually, however, opposition from
those living in the land put a halt to their
work (Ezra 4:1-6, 24). In 520 BC, the
prophet Haggai urged the people to
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renew their efforts to rebuild the temple
(Hag 1:12-15), which they did.

A Gold and Silver Crown
Today’s passage begins with a straightforward narrative. God instructs
Zechariah to find certain men who are
living at the home of Josiah. He is to take
their gold and silver, probably as a donation to fund the rebuilding of the temple,
and use it to make a crown (v. 11).
After this, the passage gets more
confusing. The crowning of Joshua raises
questions among scholars. Why would
God crown a high priest to rule when
David’s descendant, Zerubbabel, is also
among them? Second, verse 13 speaks of
this newly crowned person sitting on the
throne with a priest by his side. It clearly
points to two leaders. If Joshua is the one
crowned as king, who is the priest?
Some scholars therefore believe that
Zerubbabel is the one to be crowned. He
would be more likely referred to as a
“Branch” (v. 12), for he was of David’s
branch or lineage, having “sprouted” in
the land of Babylon. As the Davidic heir,
he was the rightful heir to the throne. In
Zechariah’s sixth vision (4:6-10), God calls
on Zerubbabel to take charge of laying
the foundation of the temple and
completing the task of rebuilding it. God
says this task will be completed not by
might or power, but by God’s Spirit (4:6).
Might and power refer to military
prowess, the ability to control and lead by
force. In contrast, God calls for leadership

by God’s Spirit. Such leadership is sensitive to God’s voice in all things. God
gave Zerubbabel the task of leading the
people to rebuild the temple, but that
leadership should not take the form of
powerful coercion. Rather, it should be
leadership through God’s Spirit.
Another argument for Zerubbabel as
the recipient of the crown is found in a
point of translation. Verse 13 has a different form and syntax from the previous
verses. It uses an unusual Hebrew form
which, when used in consecutive
sentences, is interpreted “this one” and
“that one.” Thus, verse 13 can be translated, “This one (Zerubbabel) shall build
the temple of the Lord [see 4:9], bear royal
honor, and rule on his throne. That one
( Joshua) shall be a priest by his throne.”
Several arguments are offered for why
Joshua is crowned if Zerubbabel had originally been intended. Some say that
Zerubbabel never lived up to the
messianic hopes laid on his shoulders. In
fact, he seems to disappear from Scripture
after this episode, and we don’t know
what became of him. Therefore, perhaps
Joshua’s name was substituted for
Zerubbabel’s at a later time. Another (and
more compelling) argument states that
since Zerubbabel was the Persianappointed governor, it would have been
politically unwise to be openly crowned as
king. Persia would see such a move as
treason and swiftly bring retribution on
Judah. As an alternative, therefore,
Zechariah places the crown on Joshua’s
head.
In reality, the crown—that is, the
leadership—is to be shared by both
Zerubbabel and Joshua. Regardless of
whom Zechariah crowned, verse 13 makes
it clear that there is to be shared leadership. Every nation needs some kind of
political leader. But for God, that is not
enough. A nation also needs spiritual
leaders. The two kinds of leadership are
important if a nation is to be healthy in
every way.
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Zerubbabel was charged with overseeing
the temple reconstruction (4:9). He organized people, acquired material resources,
set schedules, encouraged workers, and
found the necessary financial resources.
This was a heavy responsibility because the
hope of Judah lay in the completion of this
project. The temple represented the chosen
status of their nation. If the project failed,
their national identity would suffer a
tremendous setback. Simply rebuilding the
temple, though, would never be enough.
God wanted more than a structure. God
wanted a spiritual relationship with the
people. Ultimately, that is where their identity should be rooted. To assure this
spiritual dimension existed, God set up
dual leaders: one to address the administrative issues and the other to ensure the
spiritual health of the nation.
I. Zechariah is instructed to make a crown.
(Zech 6:9-11)
A. The word comes to Zechariah. (v. 9)
B. Zechariah collects the silver and
gold. (v. 10)
C. Zechariah crowns Joshua. (v. 11)
1. Zerubbabel is probably meant to
have been crowned.
2. It was not politically expedient
to crown Zerubbabel.
3. Shared leadership is in view.
4. The crowning may have
messianic implications for a
coming Priest and King.
II. The significance of the crown is
explained. (Zech 6:12-14)
A. The “Branch” will build the temple.
(vv. 12-13a)
B. A priest will be by his throne.
(v. 13b)
C. The crown will serve as a memorial.
(v. 14)
III. Those who are far off will come to help
build the temple. (Zech 6:15)

The Model Leader
There is another interpretation of this passage. This view argues for the crowning of
Joshua as a symbolic act that predicts a future when the world will be brought under
divine rule. At that time, a single messianic King will be crowned, and he will incorporate
both kingly and priestly roles into one.
An argument for this perspective is found in Zechariah’s fourth vision (3:1-10),
where Joshua, along with other dedicated leaders, is seen as an omen of things to come.
Some day God will bring forth his servant, the Branch (3:8). The implication here is
certainly messianic. “Branch” is also used in Jeremiah 23:5 and 33:15 to describe the Son
of David, who would rule with justice and righteousness. Joshua and his colleagues are
reminded that God is in the process of fulfilling the promise of a Messiah who will lead
with perfect righteousness and justice. Christians confess that this promised king and
priest is Jesus. He is the model for all leaders. Jesus served others, showed compassion,
demonstrated great patience, loved the poor, and attacked the hypocrisy of those who
called themselves “leaders.”

A Way to Begin
This lesson might take participants in a number of directions. It can open discussion of what leadership means, both in the church and in the larger society. The
idea of shared leadership between Zerubbabel and Joshua can become a
springboard for discussing the separation of church and state in modern democracies. Lead
participants to reflect on the importance of godly leadership.

❍ Spiritual Leadership

On the board, have participants list the
key leadership positions in your church.
Describe the roles and functions of these
leaders. Ask the following questions.

Questions

➤ What role does spirituality play in the
decisions these leaders make?
➤ How can the church’s leaders be certain
they are hearing and following God’s
will rather than simply relying on
human skills and knowledge?
➤ How do our worldly perceptions affect
the decisions we make at church?
➤ What happens when logical, “worldly”
solutions clash with spiritual solutions?
➤ How do we ensure that God’s will is
part of the decision-making conversation?

❍ Prophetic Religion

Who will uphold the dignity of
economic and political outcasts? Who
will question the self-righteousness of
nations and their leaders? Who will
question the recourse to violence and
rush to wars, long before any last
resort has been unequivocally proven?
Who will not allow God’s name to be
used to simply justify ourselves,
instead of calling us to accountability?
And who will love the people enough
to challenge their worst habits,
coarser entertainments, and selfish
neglects? (6)

Questions

➤ Whose job is it to be the “spiritual
conscience” for a nation?
➤ What do these people or groups need in
order to do their jobs?
➤ What is the role of elected officials in
this regard?

Read this quotation from Jim Wallis. Ask
the questions provided.
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A Way to Explore Scripture
God instructs Zechariah to develop a leadership team. One member of the team
is given charge of the temporal, administrative tasks of rebuilding the temple. A
second person is given a priestly role that assures the presence and will of God.
How can these two leadership roles work side by side today?

❍ Gifts to Share

Read Zechariah 6:9-15. Discuss how
Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the men from
Josiah’s house each offered something to
God. Ask the following questions.

Questions

➤ What did Zerubbabel contribute to
Judah’s leadership? What did Joshua
contribute?
➤ Do you think Zerubbabel saw his leadership role as “spiritual” or that Joshua
saw his leadership role as more than
“merely” spiritual? Explain?
➤ How might it feel to offer one’s gifts in
the context of the hard work of
national restoration?
➤ Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah are
obscure characters, but they were
willing to use their material wealth for
godly purposes. What gifts do we have
to offer to God’s work?
➤ How has God surprised you in how
those gifts were used?
➤ How is such sharing an expression of
godly leadership?

❍ Shared Leadership

Read Zechariah 6:9-15. Zerubbabel and
Joshua are usually mentioned together in
Scripture (Ezra 3:2; 5:2; Hag 1:1, 12-14).
They apparently shared leadership
responsibilities and worked as a team.
Draw attention to verse 13. Ask the
following questions.
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Questions

➤ Why does God raise up two leaders?
Why wouldn’t one be enough?
➤ What are the advantages of having
these two leaders? What are the disadvantages?
➤ What contemporary examples do we
see of these two leadership functions as
represented by the throne and the
priest?
➤ How do these two functions operate in
the church?
➤ Is it possible for one person to fill both
leadership roles? Is it advisable?

❍ The Branch

Note the word “Branch” in 6:12. Explain
that there are a number of interpretations
of who Zechariah had in mind by using
this term.
Divide the class into three groups.
Assign each group one of the following
sets of Scripture passages: (1) Zechariah
6:11-12 and Ezra 3:8-9 ( Joshua); (2)
Haggai 2:20-23 and Zechariah 4:6-10
(Zerubbabel); (3) Isaiah 11:1-10 and
Jeremiah 33:14-16 (the Messiah).
Have each group share its findings
with the class. Point out that the most
common interpretation of who is meant
by “Branch” in 6:12 is Zerubbabel, but the
passage clearly has additional messianic
possibilities.

A Way to End
It is easy enough to talk about the role of spirituality in the restoration of Judah
because from its inception that nation never saw itself as merely a political state.
God was always a critical element of their identity and success. In Zechariah, God
reestablishes that priority. What can we say about our own situation? How is spiritual leadership rightly expressed today?

❍ Led by God

The church, like the ancient nation of
Israel, was established through God’s
leadership. When we ignore that truth,
the church is doomed.
Discuss how God leads a church
through human leaders, managers, and
administrators. How can participants
have a role in providing and supporting
spiritual leadership in your church?

❍ Characteristics of Leaders

Distribute copies of the resource page
“Characteristics of Leaders.” Discuss what
is required of leaders and how a strong
spiritual foundation can cultivate these
qualities.

Resources
Chad Brand and Charles Draper, ed., Holman Illustrated
Bible Dictionary (Nashville: Holman, 2003).

❍ A Prophetic Voice

Peter C. Craigie, Twelve Prophets, vol. 2
(Philadelphia: Westminster, 1985).

On the board, list the qualities of
personal character or maturity that an
ideal political candidate should possess,
regardless of political views or party affiliation.
Share the quotation from Jim Wallis
printed in the “Prophetic Religion”
option under A Way to Begin.

[reprint]).

Question

John D. W. Watts, “Zechariah,” The Broadman Bible
Commentary, vol. 7 (Nashville: Broadman, 1972).

➤ What is the church’s responsibility in
ensuring that such a voice of spiritual
leadership is heard?

C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, “Zechariah,”
Commentary on the Old Testament, vol. 10
(Grand Rapids MI: Eerdmans, 1982
D. Winton Thomas and Theodore Cuyler Speers, “The
Book of Zechariah,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 6 (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1956).
Jim Wallis, God’s Politics (San Francisco: Harper, 2005).

❍ Closing Prayer

Close with prayer. Ask members to pray
for church leaders to have the necessary
spiritual and administrative wisdom for
their tasks.
Finally, pray for our country’s political leaders (and candidates) to be sensitive
to the spiritual dimensions that are necessary for good leadership.
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Bible Background
A Question about Fasting
Two years passed between the
end of Zechariah’s visions in
chapter 6 and the word of the
Lord that came to him in chapter 7. A
great deal of progress had been made on
the temple. Jerusalem was on its way
toward reestablishing itself as the nation’s
religious center. As such, the priests and
prophets of Jerusalem, including
Zechariah, represented a growing religious
authority. It was logical for those with
religious questions to inquire of the Lord
through the priests and prophets ministering at the temple. In the fourth year of
King Darius of Persia, the people of the
small town of Bethel sent two men to seek
an answer to their questions about a
particular time of fasting and mourning
that they observed (v. 2).
Verse 2 has given translators great
difficulty. First, the Hebrew text is not
clear as to who was sent to Jerusalem and
who sent them. The NRSV says that
Sharezer, Regem-melech, and their men
were sent from Bethel. But this might also
be translated, “Bethel-sharezer sent
Regem-melech.” In this case, Bethelsharezer is the name of an official in the
exiled community in Babylonia, and
perhaps it was this person who sent
Regem-melech to Jerusalem.
A second difficulty in verse 2 lies in
the meaning behind the phrase “entreat
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the favor of the LORD.” This can be translated as either “appease the LORD” (that is,
by offering sacrifice) or “sweeten the face
of the LORD.” Which translation we
choose leads to two different possible
interpretations. On the one hand, the
representatives’ trip to Jerusalem could
have been a serious effort to seek God’s
guidance (offering sacrifice). On the other
hand, it can be interpreted as false flattery
toward God or God’s representatives
(“sweetening the face”). This second interpretation is favored by some who believe
the men came from Bethel because,
historically, Bethel was the Northern
Kingdom’s rival to Jerusalem as the place
of worship (see Am 3:14; 4:4; 5:5-6; 7:10,
13). Did they really believe Jerusalem was
now the authoritative religious center, or
were they mocking it?

Ritualistic Worship
Whatever their motivation, and from
wherever they came, the messengers
raised an important question for the
Jewish nation. The question of whether
the people should mourn and fast in the
fifth month of the year may seem trivial
to us, but it was rooted in the Jews’
history and experience. In verse 5,
Zechariah couples this fifth-month
fasting with another fast observed in the
seventh month. In the fifth month of
586 BC the Babylonians burned the temple
and took the people captive. In the
seventh month of that year, Gedaliah,

whom the Babylonians had made
governor of Judah, was murdered.
During the ensuing years the Jews
fasted and mourned annually to
remember these sad occasions.
It was legitimate to bring this question about fasting to the priests and
prophets. Things had changed dramatically since the exile. The temple they had
mourned for so many years was being
rebuilt. They had returned to their land.
Was there really any need to continue this
mourning? Shouldn’t their sorrow be
turned to joy and celebration?
For Zechariah, however, the question
was not about whether they should or
shouldn’t continue a particular practice.
Zechariah says, “You are missing the
point.” The issue of whether to fast and
mourn at a given time is secondary to the
more important question of proper
worship. For many years, Zechariah says,
their ritual practices had not been about
God at all. They were no longer concerned
about repentance. They no longer
mourned over the loss of God’s favor.
Instead, their rituals had become selfindulgent. They fasted for fasting’s sake
and mourned for mourning’s sake. They
practiced these rituals for what they
received from them, not what they wanted
to express to God.
Worship is not meant to satisfy our
needs. Worship is for God. When it is
done selfishly, to make us feel better, or as
a simple ritual that brings personal
comfort, it has no true religious value.
Zechariah’s message was nothing new.
Many others had proclaimed the same
thing, and the people had not listened to
them either. Their inattention to the true
meaning and purpose of worship was not
because of ignorance, but because of
selfish disobedience.

Just Living
Zechariah reminded his hearers of what
the former prophets preached: justice,
kindness, and mercy. God does not want
empty rituals. God wants a people who
live justly and honestly. (For more on

Because Judah was starting over as a nation,
the people needed to rethink the past and
ask the tough questions, such as, “What can
we learn from the actions of our ancestors
that caused them to fall?” Few in Zechariah’s
day were asking these questions. Instead,
they focused their attention on external
issues. When a question about a particular
fasting and mourning ritual arose, Zechariah
took the opportunity to point the people
toward the central issues: the purpose of
worship and the importance of living justly.
To make his point, the prophet gave them a
history lesson.
I. A Question about Worship (Zech 7:1-3)
A. Background to the Question (vv. 1-2)
B. The Question: Should We Mourn and
Fast? (v. 3)
II. Answering a Question with Questions
(Zech 7:4-7)
A. Was It for Me You Fasted? (vv. 4-5)
B. Don’t You Eat and Drink for
Yourselves? (v. 6)
C. Weren’t These the Words the LORD
Proclaimed to the Prophets? (v. 7)
III. Answering with a History Lesson
(Zech 7:8-14)
A. The Message of the Prophets
(vv. 8-10)
B. The People’s Response to God in the
Past (vv. 11-12a)
C. God’s Response to the People in the
Past (vv. 12b-14)

what the former prophets had to say, see
Isa 1:15-17; Jer 7:3-7; Am 5:11-15, 21-24;
Mic 6:6-8.) God wants a people who
demonstrate kindness and mercy to those
around them. These behaviors are at the
core of God’s message to the people.
Specifically, Zechariah turned their attention to showing justice, kindness, and
mercy toward those with the fewest
rights—the widows, orphans, aliens, and
the poor.
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Worship is about being transformed. It’s as much about living rightly as it is about
the rituals. Rituals by themselves can turn inward and become selfish. When that
happens, we ignore those who are in need and, worse yet, take advantage of them for
our own gain. Zechariah warned the people not to devise evil against one another. It is
not our outward actions that God examines; it is our hearts.
Yes, things were looking up. The temple was being rebuilt. God’s favor appeared to
be upon the people once again. However, if they simply picked up where their ancestors
left off—with meaningless worship, disregard for God’s just laws, deafness to God’s
instruction, and mistreatment of others—the fate of their ancestors could also come
upon them as well. What is the point of lamenting a destroyed temple if they do not
also remember why it was destroyed? Similarly, why restore the temple if they are not
willing to remember what caused it to be destroyed in the first place?

A Way to Begin
Zechariah tried to focus attention away from matters of ritual observance and
onto how people treated one another in daily life. Help participants appreciate
the relationship between authentic religion and just living.

❍ Concern for the Poor

Read the following quotation from
Martin Luther King III. Ask the questions
provided.
[My father, Martin Luther King Jr.,]
said that any religion that is not
concerned about the poor and disadvantaged, “the slums that damn them,
the economic conditions that strangle
them, and the social conditions that
cripple them, is a spiritually moribund religion awaiting burial.” In his
“Dream” speech, my father paraphrased the prophet Amos, saying,
“We will not be satisfied until justice
rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.”

Questions

➤ How did the “religion” that King
attacked treat the poor and disadvantaged?
➤ Do you agree with the thrust of King’s
statement? Why or why not?
➤ In this comment, Martin Luther King
Jr.’s son argues that we are still striving
for this dream today. Do you agree?
Explain.
➤ If you agree, who are the oppressed
people of our nation today that need
justice?
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❍ Meeting People’s Needs

As a class, list on the board the most
marginalized and oppressed people in
your community. Ask the following questions.

Questions

➤ How has our church sought to address
the needs of these groups in the past
year?
➤ How does Sunday worship help or
hinder the church’s ministry to these
groups? (For example, does it inspire us
to action or comfort us in our complacency?)
➤ What should be the relationship
between the church gathered for
worship and the church meeting the
needs of the disadvantaged?
Discuss how your church does or does
not do a good job connecting worship
with caring for the oppressed.

A Way to Explore Scripture
One of Zechariah’s main points was that God didn’t simply want a rebuilt temple.
Neither did God want a return to meaningless religious practices. What God
really wanted was transformed lives that lived out justice and righteousness
toward others. In this lesson’s passage, Zechariah uses a question about worship to focus the
nation’s thoughts on the marginalized people of society.

❍ Historical Context

Establish the background to this passage
by asking volunteers to read 2 Kings 25:1-6
and Jeremiah 39:1-5. Provide an overview
of the fall of Jerusalem in the fifth month
of 586 BC. After this event, the Jews began
to fast and mourn annually during the
fifth month. Ask the following questions.

Questions

➤ What was the purpose of this mourning
ritual?
➤ What good did it do, if any?
➤ How would you compare the season of
Lent with the Jews’ season of fasting
and mourning? How are the two alike
or different?

❍ Questions for Discussion

Read Zechariah 7:1-14. Ask the following
questions.

Questions

➤ Why was the issue of fasting important
to the people of Bethel?
➤ Did Zechariah give them the answer
they were looking for? Explain.
➤ What problem does Zechariah see with
how the people of Bethel have been
fasting?
➤ How are we sometimes guilty of
making worship more about us than
about God?
➤ What does Zechariah propose as an
alternative to self-centered worship?
How might we paraphrase Zechariah’s
instructions today?
➤ What is the place of repentance—even
public repentance—in our worship of
God?

❍ A History Lesson from the
Prophets
Read Zechariah 7:1-14.
Divide the class into groups
of two or three. Cut the
instructions from the
resource page “A History Lesson from the
Prophets” into individual strips. (Make
copies first, if necessary.) Have each group
read the passage and prepare to summarize their assigned prophet’s message.
Let each group share its findings. Ask
the following questions.

Questions

➤ What are the common themes in these
passages?
➤ What point was Zechariah making with
his question and commentary in 7:7-10?
➤ Was the question about fasting asked
sincerely? Why was it the wrong question?
➤ How is Zechariah’s point relevant for
believers today?
➤ What consequences did Zechariah see if
Judah didn’t heed this history lesson?
➤ What can we learn from this lesson?
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A Way to End
Zechariah insisted that worship and lifestyle are integrally connected. Ritualistic
worship without a life of justice, kindness, and mercy is useless. The same applies
to us today. Therefore, it is important that we regularly evaluate our motivations for worship and the ways in which we live out our faith.

❍ A Just Society

As a group, list on the board the characteristics of a truly just society. Ask the
following questions.

Questions

➤ How does our society fall short of this
ideal?
➤ What barriers keep our society from
realizing this vision?
➤ What practical steps might Christians
take to help our society move in the
right direction?
Begin a discussion about one thing
your class could do together in the
coming weeks to foster justice, kindness,
and mercy.

❍ What Can I Do?

Distribute note cards and pencils to each
participant. Ask participants to draw a
line down the middle of their cards. At the
top of one column, write “Oppressed.” At
the top of the other column, write
“Justice, Kindness, and Mercy.”
Instruct participants to think about
the oppressed people they know of within
twenty miles of their homes. Have them
write who these people are in the first
column. Next, in the second column ask
them to write three specific ways they
personally can show justice, kindness, and
mercy to these people in the coming
weeks.
Close with silent prayer and commitment in which each participant can bring
their lists to God to seek God’s will,
wisdom, and direction.

Resources
Kenneth L. Barker, “Zechariah,” The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids
MI: Zondervan, 1985).
Peter C. Craigie, Twelve Prophets, vol. 2 (Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1985).
Martin Luther King III, “Still Striving for MLK’s Dream in
the 21st Century,” The Washington Post (25 Aug 2010).
D. Winton Thomas and Theodore Cuyler Speers, “The
Book of Zechariah,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 6 (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1956).
John D. W. Watts, “Zechariah,” The Broadman Bible
Commentary, vol. 7 (Nashville: Broadman, 1972).
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Bible Background
God is Jealous for Zion
Many scholars believe that
chapter 8 completes Zechariah’s
prophetic writings. Chapters 9–14
are different in style and content. The
author of chapters 9–14 is never named.
He uses an abundance of poetry to convey
his message about future events. In
contrast, chapters 1–8 repeatedly mention
the author, date, and identifiable historical
characters. This section is also written
almost exclusively in prose and focuses on
present rather than future realities.
If chapter 8 is the conclusion of the
prophet Zechariah’s message, he ends the
same way he began: he declares that God
is jealous for Zion (1:14; 8:2).
Because of the negative connotations
of the word “jealousy,” we may hesitate to
use it in reference to God. But the Bible
depicts divine jealousy in a positive light
because God is unique and has no legitimate rivals. When Scripture depicts God
as jealous, it refers to God’s intolerance of
the people’s unfaithfulness. Furthermore,
God’s jealousy can also be understood as
a zealous love that continues to pursue us
even when we choose not to pursue God.
Zechariah depicts God’s jealousy
differently in chapters 1 and 8. In both
passages, God’s jealousy involves divine
anger or wrath (1:15; 8:2). However, the
word for wrath used in chapter 8 is different from that used in chapter 1.
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Zechariah 8:2 suggests great passion or
love. We see evidence of this pursuing
love in verse 3, where God promises to
return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem.
The Hebrew verb forms used here indicate
that God’s mind has already been
decided. This will happen; they can write
it down as fact.
When God returns, the deserted
streets of Jerusalem will again be filled
with elderly people enjoying a cool
evening and children playing games. At
the time Zechariah wrote these words,
there were probably few elderly people or
children in Jerusalem. Those who had
returned to the city had to endure long,
difficult trips that would have been difficult for the aged. Likewise, families with
young children would not likely have
braved the journey, and those who
remained in Judah had suffered years of
oppression and poverty. Many children,
no doubt, did not survive beyond a few
years, and most did not live long enough
to enjoy the blessings of old age.
The people in Jerusalem were not the
only ones who would experience the
renewed Jerusalem. God says people will
be gathered from the east and from the
west and “They shall be my people and I
will be their God” (8:7-8). This phrase is
an echo of the original covenant
(Lev 26:12). This relationship between
God the Creator and humanity will be
restored. The covenant has two sides.
First is God’s promise to be faithful

toward the people. Second is the people’s
promise to live faithfully toward God
(8:8). God actively seeks this restored
covenant relationship with all people.
For it to work, though, we must determine to give ourselves to God, just as God
gives himself to us.

A Renewed Nation
God never wanted to turn away from
Judah. Continually, God tried to right the
covenant relationship that had gone
wrong. Judah simply wouldn’t listen. As a
result, God brought disaster upon them
(8:14). That season of punishment,
however, had passed. God now intended
to do good to Jerusalem and to Judah
(8:15).
Toward the end of this chapter, the
prophet finally gets around to answering
the question the delegation from Bethel
came to ask in 7:3. The question of
whether or not to continue fasting was
much more complex than they knew, and
Zechariah couldn’t give them an immediate “yes” or “no” answer. Instead, the text
between 7:2 and 8:18 is Zechariah’s long
response. Chapter 7 dealt with the true
purpose of worship. In chapter 8, the
prophet turned his attention to the
wonder of the coming future for a
restored nation. With the promise of
restoration, he says, fasting and mourning
are no longer necessary. They must no
longer linger over their sins; God had put
them aside and called for celebration.
Further, in the future, people from
everywhere would want to come to
Jerusalem because they would see that
God was with their nation. The plea “Let
us go with you” (8:23) sounds much
stronger in the original Hebrew. They will
literally say, “Let me go; yes, me too.” This
translation, coupled with the grasping of
garments, paints a picture of deep pleading. It is a desperate desire to experience
this wonderful God that had so transformed the Jews. A desire to have a living
relationship with God is more common
among the people of the world than we
can imagine.
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The people of Judah had endured much
suffering in the years leading up to
Zechariah’s ministry. Their city and temple
were destroyed, many were taken into exile,
and they experienced famine and poverty.
This, however, was not the worst of it. They
also suffered spiritual anxiety and disillusionment that came with the knowledge of
their nation’s sin. For many years, the
people fasted and mourned their loss.
Finally, God, through Zechariah, came with
good news. God would once again be their
God, and they would be God’s people. God
reached out to bring restoration to a
broken people.
I. Judah’s Restoration (Zech 8:1-8)
A. The Jealousy and Return of God
(vv. 1-3)
B. Picture of a Restored Jerusalem
(vv. 4-5)
C. Restoration is Possible with God
(v. 6)
D. Restoring of all God’s People
(vv. 7-8)
II. Encouragement to Rebuild the Temple
(Zech 8:9-13)
A. A Look at the Past (vv. 9-10)
B. A Look to the Future (vv. 11-13)
III. A Renewed Covenant (Zech 8:14-17)
A. God’s Desire to Do Good toward
Judah (vv. 14-15)
B. God’s Call for the People to Do
Good (vv. 16-17)
IV. An Answer and a Prediction (8:18-23)
A. Turning Fasting and Mourning into
Joy and Gladness (vv. 18-19)
B. A Universal Desire to Seek the Lord
(vv. 20-23)

One of our struggles with Zechariah’s
vision of a rebuilt, world-renowned city
of peace and prosperity is that it was
never fully realized. Zechariah’s hearers

anticipated a time when the covenant relationship with God would be restored, God
would bless them, and they would again be a blessing to the nations. As a matter of
historical fact, though, this renewed Jerusalem never materialized. In fact, even today
Jerusalem continues to be a center of international conflict.
The immediate fulfillment of Zechariah’s vision, however, is not as important as the
truth behind it. The truth is that God does restore those who have sinned. God offers a
renewed relationship with those who seek an intimacy with him and choose to live out
the covenant relationship. When that happens, there is indeed the possibility of a
renewed life. There is the possibility of peace and forgiveness. As always, God’s plan
today is for all people, Jew and Gentile alike, to discover this intimate relationship.

A Way to Begin
The desire to see something returned to its original beauty prompts us to go on
diets, put more effort into our relationships, or even simply perform necessary
upkeep on our homes and cars. Where do we need to experience God’s
restoration and renewal today?

❍ Makeover Shows

Discuss the popularity of “makeover”
shows, such as “Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition,” “What Not to Wear,” and
“American Restoration.” Ask the following
questions.

Questions

➤ Why do you think these shows are
popular?
➤ What motivates people to want to
restore or “fix up” things?
➤ What are the difficulties people
encounter in their restoration
attempts? What do they get out of it?
➤ How is this similar to restoring our
relationship with God? How is it
different?
Ask participants to close their eyes
and imagine their lives as a house. There
is an exterior that others see and an interior others don’t see. What needs fixing,
inside or out? What changes would be
mere cosmetic improvements and what
would involve large-scale structural
repairs? Debrief by asking how it felt to
survey one’s life in this way.

❍ Restored Relationships

Tell a personal story of a time when a
relationship failed. Be as honest as possible
about the mistakes and the regrets. If that
relationship was eventually restored,
describe how it happened and what it was
like. If restoration did not occur, describe
your feelings about the situation today.
Invite participants to think of a time
(perhaps it is now) when their relationship
with God was broken or disrupted.

Questions

➤ What factors tend to cause these
disruptions?
➤ How can such a disruption affect other
parts of one’s life?
➤ How can we restore our relationship
with God? What part do we play and
what part does God play?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
Despite the fact that God made a covenant with Israel to be their God, the people
continued to reject that relationship. Eventually, the relationship failed. The
resulting exile was a time of great sadness, filled with mourning and regret. Now,
however, God announces his desire to restore that relationship. Zechariah 8 paints a picture
of what this restoration will look like and what it entails.

❍ What Restoration Looks Like

Divide the class into three groups. Assign
each group one of the following passages:
Zechariah 8:4-5; 8:10-12; 8:20-23. Ask
them to read and discuss their assigned
passage together and be ready to share
answers to the following questions.

Questions

➤ What does restoration with God look
like?
➤ What does the passage say or imply life
was like before restoration?
➤ Why do you think God chose these
particular word pictures?

Have participants compare the
“Original Covenant” passages in Genesis
and Leviticus with the “Restored
Covenant” passage in Zechariah 8. How
are they the same? How are they different?
Ask the following questions.

Questions

➤ What is God’s part of the covenant?
➤ What was Judah’s part of the covenant?
➤ Is restoration possible if only one party
wants it? Why or why not?
➤ What specific actions does God require
of us to make restoration possible?

❍ Restoration: Impossible?

Have each group share its findings.
Use information from the Bible
Background section and Learner’s Study
Guide to provide additional insights.

Read Zechariah 8:6-8. Why would the
people think restoration might be impossible? Why do we sometimes believe
restoration is impossible?

❍ Covenants: Original and
Restored

❍ Mourning and Repentance

Read Zechariah 8:1-3. Use information in
the Bible Background section to explain
what it means that God is “jealous for
Zion.”
Have two volunteers read Genesis
12:1-3 and Leviticus 26:3-12. These
passages describe God’s original covenant
with Abraham and the Israelites. Discuss
what it means to be part of such a
covenant.
Read Zechariah 8:8, 13-17. Draw two
columns on the board. At the top of one,
write “Original Covenant.” At the top of
the other, write “Restored Covenant.”
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Read Zechariah 8:18-19. What sins were
the people of Judah mourning during all
these fasts? Why wasn’t their mourning
necessary anymore? What are the sins that
we mourn? Do we need to continue in
that mourning? Why or why not?

A Way to End
The experience of the postexilic Jews is not unique. Today, as then, God desires a
covenant relationship with each of us. Unfortunately, our sins disrupt that relationship, and we experience times of “exile” apart from God’s intimate presence.
But restoration is possible. Despite what we have done, God is able to restore the worst
brokenness. Yet at the same time, we have our part to play as well.

❍ My Life Blueprint

Distribute pens or pencils
along with copies of the
resource page “My Life
Blueprint.” Ask participants
to complete the worksheet by assigning
each room of the house to a portion of
their lives. For example, one room might
be labeled “work.” Another might be
labeled “marriage” or “children.”
Have each participant privately
examine each room of their house to see
what needs to be restored. Where is
repentance necessary? Write notes about
this brokenness in the appropriate room.
Close with silent prayer in which each
member can reflect on his or her needs
for restoration with God.

❍ Seasons of Joy and Gladness

Zechariah says that our seasons of
mourning and sorrow should be turned
to seasons of joy and gladness.
Give participants an opportunity to
express thanks to God for restoration and
forgiveness. Close by singing a song or
hymn of praise, such as “Joyful, Joyful, We
Adore Thee” or “We Praise Thee, O God.”

Resources
Kenneth L. Barker, “Zechariah,” The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids
MI: Zondervan, 1985).
Peter C. Craigie, Twelve Prophets, vol. 2 (Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1985).
D. Winton Thomas and Theodore Cuyler Speers, “The
Book of Zechariah,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 6 (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1956).
John D. W. Watts, “Zechariah,” The Broadman Bible
Commentary, vol. 7 (Nashville: Broadman, 1972).
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ZECHARIAH’S VISION
Narrator:

On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat,
in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet
Zechariah.

Zechariah: In the night I saw a man riding on a red horse! He was standing among
the myrtle trees in the glen; and behind him were red, sorrel, and white
horses. Then I said, “What are these, my lord?”
Angel:

I will show you what they are.

Horseman: They are those whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth. We have
patrolled the earth, and lo, the whole earth remains at peace.
Angel:

O LORD of hosts, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and
the cities of Judah, with which you have been angry these seventy years?

Zechariah: Then the LORD replied with gracious and comforting words to the angel
who talked with me.
Angel:

Proclaim this message: Thus says the LORD of hosts; I am very jealous for
Jerusalem and for Zion. And I am extremely angry with the nations that
are at ease; for while I was only a little angry, they made the
disaster worse. Therefore, thus says the LORD, I have
returned to Jerusalem with compassion; my
house shall be built in it, and the measuring
line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.
Proclaim further: Thus says the LORD of
hosts: My cities shall again overflow
with prosperity; the LORD will again
comfort Zion and again choose
Jerusalem.
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THREE VISIONS
The Flying Scroll
Zech 5:1-4

A Woman in a
Basket
Zech. 5:5-1

The Four
Chariots
Zech. 6:1-8

What image (or
images) does
Zechariah see?

What meaning
does the angel
give to the
images?
What was the
message of this
vision to the
people of Judah?
What message
does this vision
still have for us
today?

How would you summarize the overall message God was sending through these
visions to Zechariah?
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CHARACTERISTICS OF LEADERS

The supreme quality for leadership is unquestionably integrity. Without it, no
real success is possible, no matter whether it is on a section gang, a football
field, in an army, or in an office.
—Lucille Ball
The man who commands efficiently must have obeyed others in the past, and
the man who obeys dutifully is worthy of being some day a commander.
—Marcus Tullius Cicero
The man who wants to lead the orchestra must turn his back on the crowd.
—James Crook
Effective leadership is not about making speeches or being liked; leadership is
defined by results not attributes.
—Peter F. Drucker
There are no office hours for leaders.

—Cardinal James Gibbons

The very essence of leadership is that you have to have vision. You can’t blow an
uncertain trumpet.
—Theodore Hesburgh
When you get right down to it, one of the most important tasks of a leader is to
eliminate his people’s excuse for failure.
—Robert Townsend

Source: www.ChristiansQuoting.org.uk
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A HISTORY LESSON
FROM THE PROPHETS
Cut the strips apart along the dotted lines and distribute slips to individuals or
groups to read and summarize for the larger group.

✁

Read Amos 5:21-24. Be ready to summarize to the larger group what the
prophet is saying to the people of God before the exile. Discuss what the
prophet’s words might be saying to us as well.

✁

Read Amos 5:11-15. Be ready to summarize to the larger group what the
prophet is saying to the people of God before the exile. Discuss what the
prophet’s words might be saying to us as well.

✁

Read Jeremiah 7:3-7. Be ready to summarize to the larger group what the
prophet is saying to the people of God before the exile. Discuss what the
prophet’s words might be saying to us as well.

✁

Read Isaiah 1:15-17. Be ready to summarize to the larger group what the
prophet is saying to the people of God before the exile. Discuss what the
prophet’s words might be saying to us as well.

✁

Read Micah 6:6-8. Be ready to summarize to the larger group what the prophet
is saying to the people of God before the exile. Discuss what the prophet’s
words might be saying to us as well.

✁
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MY LIFE BLUEPRINT
Pretend that the blueprint below represents your life. Let
each room represent a portion of your life, such as work,
marriage, children, volunteer services, church involvement,
etc.
Examine each “room” and note details
in need of repair and restoration.
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