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WHAT ’S IN YOUR TEACHING GUIDE
This Teaching Guide has three purposes:
➤ to give the teacher tools for focusing on the content of the session in the Study Guide.
➤ to give the teacher additional Bible background information.
➤ to give the teacher variety and choice in preparation.
The Teaching Guide includes two major components: Teacher Helps and Teacher Options.

Teacher Helps
Teaching Outline

Find Relevance
helps you zero in on why each
session is important for the
adults you teach.

Seek Understanding
presents helpful Bible
Background information and insights that
will help you better understand the Scripture.

provides you with an outline
of the main themes in the
Study Guide.
My Teaching Plan is a
convenient place for you to
make notes for teaching the
session.

Teacher Options
Offer Illustrations presents material that will help you paint
a picture of the session. This section often presents items from
church history, current events, or interesting anecdotes that
help introduce the session.
Discussion provides teaching activities that will help learners
discuss the Scripture text.
Questions presents multiple collections of questions for
various kinds of adults.
Involve Learners helps learners become actively involved
with the Scripture text for a particular session.
Closure gives you a means for wrapping up the session.

You Can Choose!
There is more material in each session than you can use, so choose the options from each section
to tailor the session to the needs of your group.

Prepare Before the Session
Read the session for today in the Study Guide. Then read the options in this Teaching
Guide, placing checkmarks beside the activities you plan to include. After you have decided
which options to use, gather the appropriate materials.
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Teaching Guide

TRADITION
Luke 2:21-40

Find Relevance

Seek Understanding

Why do adults care about this
session? Nearly everything
can be a learning experience so
long as you are open to the
lessons life has to offer. That “God works
in mysterious ways” is not merely a
truism, but also an affirmation of how we
have always experienced God.
In our Scripture passage for this lesson,
Mary and Joseph come to the Temple to
fulfill certain obligations of their faith—in
other words, they are practicing what they
preach. But what happens during their
stay is far more than they ever expected.
Incidentally, this particular text contains
a truth that bears repeating: God certainly
does move and work mysteriously in our
lives, but those who “have eyes to see and
ears to hear” are blessed with the power
of discernment. However, clarity in vision
and acute hearing come only from the
hard work of practicing the very senses we
hope to cultivate. And, since we’re on the
subject, church is a great place to practice.

What do these Scriptures
mean? At one point in his
ministry, Jesus warned his
followers about practicing their
piety before others. His reference in this
case was to “hypocrites,” people who
flaunt their religion as a means of gaining
popular support. Jesus’ own parents, on
the other hand, were people of deep
personal piety and sincerity who practiced
their religion as a spiritual discipline. In
this lesson’s Scripture, Mary and Joseph
along with Simeon and Anna are lifted up
as examples of those who practice “appropriate” piety.
Yet, this session is not about practicing
our piety; rather, it is about what happens
when we do! Simeon, a faithful follower
waiting on the consolation of Israel;
Anna, a woman so faithful that she is
described as “never” leaving the Temple;
and Jesus’ parents all reap the benefits of
what they have sown throughout their
lives. Because they have faithfully adhered
to their religious convictions, they get to
enjoy the privilege of taking a glimpse at
God’s action in the world. Without question, these four will see the Messiah. In
fact, they will know of his presence long
before anyone else. After all, such is the
gain of well-practiced spiritual disciplines,
the ability to see and hear God when
others either cannot or will not.

My Teaching Plan

Introduction: Anna, Simeon, Mary, and
Joseph all practice their faith diligently,
and in doing so, catch a glimpse of the
divine work of God.
I. Jesus’ Faithful Parents (Lk 2:21-24)
A. The Rites of the Eighth Day
B. The Rite of Purification
II. Simeon the Devout: A Faithful Man
(Lk 2:24-35)
A. Simeon’s Life
B. Moved by the Spirit
C. Singing God’s Praises
D. The Prophecy of the Child
III. Anna the Prophetess: A Woman of
Commitment (Lk 2:36)
A. The Life of Anna
B. The Prophecy of the Child
IV. Mary and Joseph: Parents of
Devotion
A. “All That the Law Required”
B. Fulfillment of Prophecy Set in
Motion
Conclusion: The enduring devotion of
four individuals leads each to a new
understanding of Jesus as he begins his
journey toward fulfilling the prophecy.

Resources
William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke (Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1975).
Charles R. Erdman, The Gospel of Luke (Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1949).
S. MacLean Gilmour, “Luke,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 8
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1952).
Peter Scholtes, words and music, “They’ll Know We Are
Christians by Our Love” (F. E. L. Publications, copyright
©1966) from The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration (Waco
TX: Word Music, 1986).
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Offer Illustrations
How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ Name Game

❍ God’s Message Board

Names are as unique as people are. In
fact, sometimes they actually can be very
revealing. Sometimes, for instance, a
person’s name might give a clue as to
where that individual is from, or indicate
something about their background or
heritage. Then again, a name also could
be one that has been passed on from one
generation to the next, or perhaps a
namesake of a beloved relative. Of course,
there are plenty of people who are named
after friends or celebrities, or for that
matter, after a character from a book or
film. Still others bear the names of certain
virtues; also in this category would be
those named after biblical heroes.
In short, people are given names for a
variety of reasons; some are attached with
more memories or sentiments than
others, but each is unique just the same.
Keeping this in mind, ask your volunteers
to share any information they can regarding the origins of their own names. Many
of your participants probably will know
the actual meanings behind their names,
whereas others might have stories to tell.
Regardless, be open to all comments.

The Scriptures speak of God’s message
coming to us in a variety of forms: a dove,
a flood, a rainbow, the wind, a cloud, a
fire, and a “still, small voice.” God uses a
number of avenues to spread the gospel:
nature, prophets, angels, and of course,
Jesus. For example, as we learned during
the season of Advent, an angel delivered
God’s message to Mary. And similarly, a
sky full of angels announced God’s
message to the shepherds. Finally, turning
to our text for this lesson, we discover
that God also used the lives of two devout
church-goers to pass on some words of
wisdom to Mary and Joseph. In the meantime, rest assured that for those with “ears
to hear and eyes to see,” God is still in the
business of sending messages.
QUESTIONS

• How has God gotten messages to you in
the past?
• What has surprised you about God’s
approach to message delivery?

QUESTIONS

• What names might you be hesitant to
give to a child? Explain.
• If you were to change your name, what
name would you choose?
• Are names today perceived as any less
significant than they were during biblical
times? Why or why not?

Teaching Guide
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Discussion
How do I lead learners to dialogue about the session?

❍ Practice Makes Perfect
All the characters from this lesson’s
Scripture faithfully practice their spirituality. Their methods may be quite different,
but the results are much the same
nonetheless. As reward for their efforts,
God’s greatest work is revealed to each of
them even as it unfolds from the very
beginning. With these things in mind,
divide your adults into two smaller groups
and assign each one of the following questions:
• Group 1—What are the spiritual disciplines?
• Group 2—Why are the spiritual disciplines
difficult to maintain?
Encourage both teams to offer as many
possible answers as they can, which they
will be allowed to present before the larger
group. Conclude by challenging your
learners to devote themselves to a specific
spiritual discipline for 30 days.
QUESTIONS

• What can we gain from practicing the
spiritual disciplines?
• Conversely, what can we lose by practicing the spiritual disciplines?

❍ Seeing God at Work
Ask the members of your group to reflect
on times when they have recognized God
at work in the lives of others around them.
Encourage them to consider only the experiences they have witnessed personally.
Once they have had enough time to brainstorm, invite volunteers to share their
thoughts.
QUESTIONS

• Do you usually expect to see signs of
God’s work in the world?
• How did God become evident to you in
each of the encounters you identified?
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• In what ways can we sense God’s presence in the contemporary world?
• What measures can we take to ensure
that we develop “eyes to see and ears to
hear”?

Questions
Questions about Scripture

➤ Why did Mary and Joseph make it a
priority to follow their traditions?
➤ What characteristics of Simeon and
Anna are most significant to you?
➤ How does a sense of God’s presence
affect your response to God’s message?

Questions for All Adults

➤ How have you learned from the spiritual lives of others?
➤ What would Mary and Joseph have
missed out on had they decided to stay
home?
➤ With whom could you share the good
news about Jesus?

Questions for Mature Adults

➤ What spiritual disciplines have you
found most valuable to your faith
development?
➤ What are some memories that you
treasure?
➤ What traditions did your parents
follow that you also have maintained?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ What does Jesus offer us today?
➤ How have you experienced God
throughout your own spiritual practice?
➤ When have you experienced God’s
presence at church?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ How can we keep the joy of Christmas
alive throughout the entire year?
➤ How did you go about naming your
children?
➤ How do you plan on passing down the
memories you treasure to your children?

Involve Learners
How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

❍ Family Scrapbook
The shepherds shared with Mary and
Joseph their story of the angels’ announcing Jesus’ birth. Likewise, Anna and
Simeon shared their own affirmations
from God that Jesus was indeed the longawaited Messiah. And, of course, Mary
treasured all of these memories and
pondered them in her heart.
Scrapbooks, in a sense, immortalize our
memories of such events as outings with
friends, our college days, family vacations,
weddings, births, and so on. Opening up
a scrapbook is just like discovering a
treasure chest full of memories. During
this unit, we will be putting together a
scrapbook of memories. Ask your group
to reflect on this session and determine
what “snapshot” they think would best
communicate the themes of our
Scripture. Allow a few minutes before
giving your participants an opportunity
to respond.
After everyone who wishes to do so has
had a chance to comment, secure a large
piece of butcher paper to a focal wall,
explaining to your group that they will
use the paper to map out the “snapshot”
they think is most suitable. Be sure to
point out that the snapshot might be
produced in a number of forms, ranging
from a drawing to a word description.
(Note: For each of the next four sessions,
you will repeat this exercise to provide
your learners the opportunity to create
visual reminders of what they are studying. At the end of the unit, you will have
four “snapshots” displayed in your
meeting area to represent your group’s
progression throughout the sessions.)

❍ Outward Signs of an Inward Change
Circumcision was an outward sign that
implied a male Jew’s connection to a
greater community of faith, namely to the

covenant of Abraham. In the New
Testament, Paul suggests that such
outward signs are futile to effect authentic
inward changes:
For a person is not a Jew who is one
outwardly, nor is true circumcision
something external and physical.
Rather, a person is a Jew who is one
inwardly, and real circumcision is a
matter of the heart—it is spiritual and
not literal. Such a person receives
praise not from others but from God.
(Rom 2:28-29)
QUESTIONS

• What are some outward signs that hint
at an individual’s personal convictions?
• What outward signs tend to make you
aware of inward changes in someone’s
life?
• What are some outward signs that typify
the Christian lifestyle?

Closure
How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ By Our Love
God has a message
for each of us, and
in turn, we are
called to react. At least in
part, our response to
God’s message is an
outward sign of an inward change. Ask
your group to explain how they think
others are able to tell that they are
Christians. The answer is quite simple
really: they’ll know we are Christians by
our love. Distribute the Resource Kit page
for this session, and sing together
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our
Love.” Then again, if you’d like to take a
different angle to your closing, you might
opt to enlist three volunteers to take turns
reading each verse as a final prayer.

Teaching Guide
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LOOKING FOR LOVE
IN ALL THE RIGHT PLACES

Find Relevance

Seek Understanding

Lesson

Why do adults care about this
session? Rigid adherence to
daily routines can cause us to
miss some of life’s most precious
moments. As many a day ends, we
wonder, “Where did the time go?” The
good news, though, is that just as the ruts
caused by a wagon on a dirt road allow
the vehicle to follow the same path almost
effortlessly, so have our routines—our
“ruts,” so to speak—become comfortable
for us. The bad news, however, is that
routines can be too comfortable. How
often do we mindlessly run through our
days completely unaware of the ruts we
are creating, ruts that can potentially
grow so deep that any attempt to take a
different route will prove painfully
difficult?
In our story this lesson, Mary and
Joseph find their own “rut” interrupted.
As they start out for home, their routine
visit to Jerusalem for the Festival of
Passover is abruptly altered when they
realize that their child is missing. Even in
a routine-oriented world, children see
things from a different perspective than
adults. Stepping out of his family routine,
Jesus moved beyond the ruts of daily
living to talk with the Temple teachers.
This lesson’s Scripture helps us examine
our own lives to see what ruts we may
have created, especially as they relate to
how we experience Jesus.

Teaching Guide

Luke 2:41-52

What do these Scriptures
mean? When examining this
story from Jesus’ childhood,
it’s hard not to wonder, “Why in
the world didn’t Mary and Joseph check
the Temple first? What were they thinking?” Had they forgotten the visits of the
angel and the shepherds and the wise
men? Had they forgotten their son’s true
identity? And what about the affirming
words of Simeon and Anna? Had those
been forgotten as well? Maybe it had
something to do with the love they held
for him. Or perhaps it was simply their
inability to let him grow up just yet. Then
again, maybe it was out of abject fear.
Regardless, Mary and Joseph could not
bring themselves to see Jesus as the Son
of God—at least, not yet.
On the surface, this story may recount
Mary and Joseph’s search for Jesus, but it
is about how he is being perceived—even
by his earthly parents. They know his true
identity, but don’t appear quite ready for
him to claim it. Their seemly inept search
actually illustrates the search in our own
lives. Too often we form the words on our
lips—“Where is God?”—but forget that we
have not taken the time to look in the
most obvious places.

My Teaching Plan

Introduction: Upon Jesus’ first visit to
the Temple as an infant, Simeon and
Anna offer words of affirmation, pointing to Jesus as the Messiah for all.
I. Jesus visits the Temple at age 12.
A. The Festival of Passover is coming
to a close.
B. Jesus stays in Jerusalem.
C. Mary and Joseph head toward
Nazareth.
II. Mary and Joseph search for Jesus.
A. They check with relatives and
friends.
B. They check in the city of
Jerusalem.
C. They check in the Temple.
III. Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the
Temple.
A. Jesus is engaged in conversation
with the teachers.
B. Those who hear Jesus are amazed.
C. Even Mary and Joseph are astonished.
IV. Jesus goes home to Nazareth.
Conclusion: Jesus increases in wisdom
as well as in divine and human favor.

Resources
William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke (Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1975).
Charles R. Erdman, The Gospel of Luke (Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1949).
MacLean Gilmour, “Luke,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 8
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1952).
Madeleine L’Engle, The Glorious Impossible (New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1990).
John H. Westerhoff, III, Bringing Up Children in the Christian
Faith (Minneapolis: Winston Press, Inc., 1980).

Teaching Guide
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Offer Illustrations
How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ A Lesson in Sharing
As children, we learn that it is good to
share. In the following quote, John
Westerhoff says that the sharing of our
faith with our children is of the utmost
importance:
If I have learned anything over the
years, it is this: We need to make the
religious aspects of our lives a priority; we need to make our growth in
faith our first commitment in terms
of time and energy. Only then can we
deal with our own anxiety, admit that
we will never be the perfect parent,
and acknowledge that our children
are in God’s hands. Then we can relax,
and instead of trying to live for our
children, we can live for ourselves and
share ourselves with them. Only when
we turn to our own faith and life do
we have anything to share with our
children. (71)
QUESTIONS

• What is your initial reaction to these
remarks?
• How does sharing our faith influence the
lives of children?

significant in shaping their future.
Provide an opportunity for everyone to
share their ideas before moving on to the
questions provided.
QUESTIONS

• When did you realize that this particular
memory was special?
• What was the first big decision you made
on your own? Were you comfortable with
your final choice? Explain.

❍ Teach Your Children
As you well know, children do not come
with instruction manuals. Many parents
learn parenting skills completely on their
own, while others are lucky enough to
have the aid of their own parents or other
parents in the community. These days,
there are thousands of self-help books
available on parenting, and the
approaches they suggest are widely
diverse, ranging from those that recommend very little interaction in a child’s life
to those that demand excessive control.
With so many different opinions running
rampant, how are we ever to discern what
is truly best for the child?
QUESTIONS

• How can we share our faith with children?

• What parenting approach did your
parents use?

❍ Remembering Our Childhood

• What approach did you use or are you
using with your children?

Our story this lesson about Jesus visiting
the Temple at age 12 is the only event
recorded in the Bible from our Savior’s
childhood. This single episode represents
the way Jesus would go on to lead the rest
of his life. Although the events of our own
childhood may not be as defining as this
one was for Jesus, we all have special
memories of those times in our lives that
foreshadowed what was to come. Ask each
your group members if they can recall one
special memory or event from their childhood, especially one that might have been

10

Lesson 2

❍ Ten Basic Lessons of Life
In his wildly popular book, Everything I
Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten,
Robert Fulghum creatively outlines the
basic lessons of life. Post a large piece of
butcher paper on a focal wall in your
meeting area and write boldly across the
top “Ten Basic Lessons of Life.” Ask your
learners to brainstorm their own list of
“lessons” while you take notes. After
compiling a substantial list, have the
group narrow the lessons to ten.

QUESTIONS

• Which of these lessons are you already
teaching your children?
• How many of these did you learn as a
child?
• How similar are these “basic lessons” to
the Ten Commandments?

Discussion
How do I lead learners to dialogue about the session?

❍ My Father’s House
In our story this lesson, Jesus speaks of
the Temple as “my Father’s house.” Invite
your participants to compare this verse
with the following passage from the
Gospel of John:
Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in me. In
my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? ( Jn 14:1-2)
Pay special attention to the sentences,
“Why were you searching for me?” and
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Isn’t
it interesting that typically when we are
most desperately seeking Jesus, it is
because our hearts are troubled? The
Gospel of John speaks of a troubled heart
as one that is unsettled. Christ’s response
to those with troubled hearts is this: “In
my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places.”
QUESTIONS

• When your heart is troubled, where do
you look for Jesus?
• What might Jesus have meant by saying,
“In my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places”?
• What resources does your church
provide for people with troubled hearts?

Questions
Questions about Scripture
➤ What were the priests’ and scribes’ reactions to the young Jesus?
➤ Why do think Mary and Joseph did not
understand Jesus’ response to them after
they found him in the Temple?
➤ What do you think it means to “increase
in divine and human favor”?

Questions for All Adults

➤ What are some of your annual traditions?
➤ What steps do you usually take to find
something you have lost?
➤ Even as Christians, how might we “lose”
Jesus?

Questions for Mature Adults

➤ Children often help us view life from a
new perspective. When has a child taught
you a valuable lesson?
➤ What is one of the most important lessons
your parents have ever taught you?
➤ When was the first time an adult talked to
you as if you were an adult and not a
child? How did it make you feel to receive
such respect?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ With modern technology at our disposal,
it is easier than ever to communicate with
one another. What do you find lacking in
these new modes of communication?
What do you appreciate about them?
➤ Where do you envision the church in 20
years?
➤ As a child, did you ever get lost or think
you were lost? If so, how did your parents
respond?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ What was the hardest parenting lesson for
you to learn?
➤ What lessons have your children taught
you?
➤ What memories of your children are you
storing up as treasures for the years after
they leave home?

Teaching Guide
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Involve Learners
How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

❍ Let’s Hear from the Kids!
A week prior to your meeting, arrange to
have four or five children visit your classroom during the session, asking their
teachers to have each one draw a picture
of God to share with the adult class.
When the children arrive, make sure they
feel welcomed and comfortable (cookies
always help!). Introduce each child by
name and explain that the members of
your group would like to see the pictures
they have drawn. After each child has had
an opportunity to share, be sure to thank
all of them for coming. Once the children
have left the room, ask your learners what
insights they gained from the children’s
pictures and conversation.

❍ The Search for Jesus
The weekend after Thanksgiving, my
family begins decorating for Advent and
Christmas. In fact, we even have a special
tradition: when setting out the nativity
set, we hide the figure of the baby Jesus.
Then, on Christmas Eve the hunt begins!
We check dresser drawers. We look in the
cedar chest. We check out the closets. And
all the while we are searching, the family
member who hid the figure signals the
rest of us to let us know when we are
getting close. But, once the figurine is
found, we place the baby Jesus back into
the manger where he belongs.
QUESTIONS

• Where does your search for Jesus begin?
• When you hear the name of “Jesus,” what
is the first image that comes to your
mind?
• When you feel abandoned, where do you
first start looking for God?
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❍ Family Scrapbook
In our story this lesson, we are told that
Mary “treasured all these things in her
heart.” Throughout this unit, we have
been putting together a scrapbook of
treasured memories. Reflecting on the
themes of this session, what “snapshot”
brings to mind the message that this story
seeks to reveal? Have each of your participants use newsprint to immortalize the
“snapshot” they have conjured in their
mind’s eye. As they work, remind them to
take into account those events or revelations from the Scripture text that are
especially important to remember.
Meanwhile, encourage creativity, noting
that a “snapshot” could be anything from
a drawing to a word description.

Closure
How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ Why Here?
Jesus responded to
his parents by
asking, “Why were
you searching for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father’s house?”
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could post
a sign on every church that reads, “Jesus
can be found here”? What if individuals
recognized their spiritual ailments and
made it a practice to go to church for
healing? On the other hand, what if the
church had no walls or boundaries and all
the individuals within the church allowed
themselves to be “dwelling places” for
God?
Give everyone a copy of the Resource Kit
page for this session and read the hymn
“How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place” as a
closing, or have your group sing it
together. As another alternative, you
might also ask someone to sing the hymn
as a solo.

3
Lesson

Find Relevance
Why do adults care about this
session? In education, the
premise of the “self-fulfilling
prophecy” theory is that if you
expect a child to do poorly in school, they
probably will. Fortunately, the theory also
holds true in reverse. Expectations have a
way of ruling our lives. Children who are
caught doing something wrong expect to
be punished. Young adults who work
hard academically expect to be admitted to
college, and then later they expect to graduate and get a job. And of course, as we
share experiences with other people, we
expect a level of friendship.
Even in our spiritual lives we have
certain expectations. Some believe that
our spiritual lives should always be
“mountaintop” experiences. Then again,
taking the opposite extreme, others
believe in trudging through the valley.
The questions we will explore this lesson
involve our expectations of Jesus, for just
as our expectations can determine how we
live daily, so can our expectations of Jesus
determine how we live spirituality.

Teaching Guide

MAY I INTRODUCE YOU
TO A FRIEND?
Luke 3:15-22

Seeking Understanding

What do these Scriptures
mean? As you know, John the
Baptist was a forerunner for
Jesus. His message was meant to
inspire followers to prepare their hearts
for the Word of God. The message of
hope that John proclaimed brought a
renewed sense of purpose to people who
desperately needed it.
To get a mental picture surrounding
this lesson’s study, imagine the cooperative
effort of a relay race. John carries the
baton for the first leg of the race and then
passes it on to Jesus. Likewise, where the
words of the Great Commission are
concerned, Jesus then passes the baton to
the church. And now, we are the ones
called to preach the message of repentance, to share the gospel, and to inspire
followers to prepare their hearts and
lives—because after all, Christ is coming
to finish the race. And when he comes, he
wants to see that indeed the crooked has
been made straight and the rough made
smooth, that the lame can walk and the
blind can see again. He wants the prisoner
to have been set free, and above all else, he
wants to see all of us gathered together at
God’s table. Now, those are some “great
expectations”!

My Teaching Plan

Introduction: God’s mission for John
the Baptist was to prepare the way for
the Lord. The message John preached
was one of sin and judgment, of repentance and pardon.
I. John the Messiah? (3:15)
A. John preached about a baptism of
repentance.
B. He baptized with water.
II. John’s Introduction of Jesus (16-18)
A. Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit
and fire.
B. Jesus divides the good from the
bad.
III. John’s Imprisonment for Rebuking
Herod Antipas (19-20)
IV. Jesus’ Baptism (21-22)
A. As Jesus prayed, the heavens were
opened.
B. The Holy Spirit descended on him
like a dove.
Conclusion: A voice from heaven said,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you
I am well pleased.”

Resources
“Baptism,” Microsoft® Encarta® Online Encyclopedia
2000 © <encarta.msn. com> 1997-2000 Microsoft
Corporation. All rights reserved.
William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke (Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1975).
Martha Barr, “On Holy Ground,” The Other Side (Nov-Dec
1998).
Charles R. Erdman, The Gospel of Luke (Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1949).
S. MacLean Gilmour, “Luke,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 8
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1952).
Jamie Owens, words and music, “May I Introduce You to
a Friend?” from Come Together, by Jimmy and Carol Owens
(Lexicon Music Inc., 1972).
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Offer Illustration
How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ Great Expectations
With each day holding its own fair share
of uncertainty, our lives are full of expectations. Offer your group an opportunity
to list and then discuss their primary
expectations for their lives. Some examples might include: to maintain good
health, to go to college, to get married, to
get a job, to have children, and blessing of
blessings, to retire. Once everyone has had
enough time to work, call on your learners
to share at least one of their replies, as
you list them together on the board.
When your list is complete and you’re
ready to move on, ask questions like the
following.
QUESTIONS

• What expectations do we have of our
friends?
• What expectations do we have of our
church?
• What are our expectations for the
future?

❍ Take Me to the Water
Bring a basin from home to your meeting
area. After filling the basin, allow each
learner to take a turn dipping their hand
into the water. Afterwards, say something
like the following: “Each of our baptisms
was unique. Some of us were baptized as
children and others as adults. Some were
baptized in a river, creek, lake, or pond.
Others were baptized in the church. And,
of course, there also are some of us who
have not yet been baptized.” To encourage
discussion surrounding your participants’
various baptism experiences, pose the
following questions.

QUESTIONS

• What do you remember about your
baptism? Or, if you were an infant, what
were you told about your baptism?
• Where were you baptized?
• Who was present at your baptism? Did
you receive anything to mark the
ceremony?

❍ When the Word Comes to Us
A number of New Testament stories speak
of personal encounters with God “on the
road.” For instance, Paul was “on the
road” to Damascus (Acts 9:3), just as the
two Mary’s were greeted by the risen Jesus
while “on the road” (Mt 28:8-9). And of
course, two other disciples met Jesus “on
the road” to Emmaus (Lk 24:13-35). In
these stories, some realized immediately
that the road had become holy ground.
Others were not aware until much later.
Our familiar ground, our common
ground, is indeed holy ground. So let’s put
on our shoes and get back on the road.
Holy ground is out there waiting for us as
we continue along the way (Barr, 18).
QUESTIONS

• How do we prepare to meet Jesus on the
roads we travel?
• Do we find “holy ground” or does “holy
ground” find us?
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Discussion

Questions

How do I lead learners to dialogue about the session?

Questions about Scripture

❍ A Jordan River Runs through It
Imagine the Jordan River and the role it
played in the lives of God’s people. It
provided not only water vital to the land,
but also a wealth of memories that
marked the past. When Abraham and Lot
parted ways, Abraham took the land west
of the river whereas Lot claimed the land
to the east. The Israelites crossed over the
Jordan with the Ark of the Covenant, and
the river also helped to mark the land of
promise. We can easily see that, in a sense,
the Jordan River flowed through the very
lives of the Hebrew people.
As a matter of fact, it was in that very
same river that John baptized numerous
converts. His choice of location reminded
people not only of the wilderness wanderings and the manna from heaven during
the time of Moses, but later, of crossing
the river with the Ark of the Covenant, a
symbol of God’s presence among the
tribes ( Josh 3:4). With this general history
in mind, discuss the importance of water
in the lives of God’s people.
QUESTIONS

• How do the characteristics of water—
living, flowing, and cleansing—relate to
baptism?
• How does the story of Joshua 3 relate to
baptism?
• What is the significance of water to our
faith today?

➤ What were the people’s expectations of
John?
➤ What were John’s expectations of the
Messiah?
➤ What was the difference between John’s
baptism and Jesus’ baptism?

Questions for All Adults

➤ How would you go about introducing
one of your best friends?
➤ When you know someone has done
something wrong, just how wrong does
it need to be in order for you to
confront them?
➤ What are your expectations of the
Messiah?

Questions for Mature Adults

➤ What things would you consider to be
“fruits worthy of repentance”?
➤ What expectations in your life remain
unfulfilled? And on the flip side, what
gifts have you received that completely
took you by surprise?
➤ When you are confronted with wrongdoing, how do you respond?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ If someone told you to “bear fruits
worthy of repentance,” how would you
respond?
➤ How do you explain Jesus’ balance
between love and judgment?
➤ God expressed favor in Jesus’ actions.
How do you seek your parents’ favor?
How do you seek God’s?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ Our Scripture says that Jesus will separate the grain from the chaff. How can
you explain this concept to children?
➤ What images about baptism do your
children share with you?
➤ How might a child describe repentance?
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Involve Learners
How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

❍ Introductions
Obtain as many pictures of Jesus as you can
possibly get your hands on, and post them
on a focal wall. Ask each of your learners to
choose the picture that best portrays their
personal image of Jesus. Invite volunteers
to share the reasons for their choices before
asking which of the reasons they use when
introducing Jesus to someone else.
QUESTIONS

• What do you think is the most important
detail to include when introducing Jesus
to someone?
• Depending on whom you are talking to,
how might your introduction change?

❍ Good and Evil
Michelangelo’s fresco, Last Judgment,
pictures Christ the Judge. In this masterpiece, the artist has painted trumpeting
angels holding the Book of Good Deeds
and the Book of Evil Deeds. Scattered about
are symbols of both the Passion of Christ
and of martyrdom. Also in the mural are
John the Baptist and Peter, along with a
depiction of the resurrection of the dead
and the condemned being taken to the
Inferno.
QUESTIONS

• What images come to mind when you
think of the Judgment?

births, among others. While studying this
unit, we have been putting together a scrapbook of memories. Reflecting on this
session, what “snapshot” would remind you
of the story’s central message? Allow several
moments for volunteers to respond before
composing the overall picture on a large
piece of butcher paper using either words or
images.

Closure
How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ Meet Jesus
John’s introduction of Jesus was just the
beginning of something wonderful! In fact,
Jesus’ ministry has influenced the world for
two thousand years, and his mere presence
in our lives drives us to want to share him
with others. Close your session in prayer by
reciting the lyrics to the following song.
Perhaps if you have one available, you
might even want to play the actual recording as your group sings along.
“May I Introduce You to a Friend?”
He’s been waiting patiently to meet you.
A friend on whom you can depend,
His love can comfort and complete you.
How long have you been searching
Groping aimlessly for something
To fill the emptiness inside
Someone in whom you can confide?
Where is He? He’s waiting for you. He’s
waiting.

• Our text for this lesson suggests that the
very presence of Christ separates good
from evil. In your opinion, what must one
do to avoid Christ’s winnowing fork?

When you’re troubled filled with fear
Simply reach out and He’ll guide you
When all others seem to just disappear
He will still be there right beside you.

❍ Family Scrapbook

How long have you been searching
Groping aimlessly for something
To fill the emptiness inside
Someone in whom you can confide?
Where is He? He’s waiting for you. He’s
waiting!
Meet Jesus. (Owens, 63-7)

In this lesson’s account, those baptized by
John were reminded of stories hundreds of
years old, stories of the Jordan River and of
the wilderness. Scrapbooks provide us with
tangible memories of outings with friends,
college, family vacations, weddings, and
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HOME IS WHERE
THE HEART IS
Luke 4:14-30

Find Relevance

Seek Understanding

Why do adults care about this
session? When Jesus’ friends
and family heard that he, a local
carpenter’s son, had proclaimed
himself as God’s Anointed One, they were
more than just a little bit upset. In their
eyes, Jesus’ actions that day amounted to
sheer and utter blasphemy. Appalled, they
asked, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” Yet, as
modern readers, most of us have heard
this story so many times that we have
nearly immunized ourselves to its effect.
After all, we are not a people who believe
we are captive, blind, or oppressed. In fact,
as far as we’re concerned, things are pretty
good for us.
The people of Jesus’ day, however, lived
in such anticipation that they simply
could not wait for the Messiah to come
and reign down justice from God. The
truth of the matter for Christians today,
though, is that we can wait. In fact, we can
wait a good while. Granted, Jesus was out
and out rejected as Messiah by the people
of his hometown, but perhaps our story
isn’t so different. Lost in the competing
voices for our time, talent, and money,
often we just ignore the fact that Jesus is
Messiah. And sadly, it’s rejection just the
same.

What do these Scriptures
mean? This lesson’s Scripture
passage proclaims to Luke’s
audience—and therefore, to us as
well—that the Messiah is here and active
in the world. In fact, this principle is
central to Luke’s theology of Jesus’ identity. These particular verses briefly explain
the mission of Jesus, whose focus was to
bring the reality of God’s reign on earth
to the people. And this was good news,
indicating that the oppressed and downtrodden would eventually know justice.
Besides, even though leaders and kings in
the ancient world were to be arbiters of
justice, typically only a small percentage
of the people benefited from their efforts.
Jesus, on the other hand, announced that
justice, even for the lowest of society,
would mark God’s Kingdom.
The crowd could hardly believe their
ears. Not only had Jesus proclaimed
himself as God’s messenger, but in the
process, he also had indicted those
presumed righteous. Not only did the
people reject this “hometown boy,” but
they also threatened to kill him. So, like
many of the prophets before him, Jesus
was rejected by the very people he had
come to save.

Etty Hillesum, An Interrupted Life: The Diaries of Etty
Hillesum, 1941-1943 (New York: Washington Square Press,
1981), quoted by The Inviting Word, vol. 3 (Cleveland:
United Church Press, 1981).
Jim Morris, “Never Too Late,” Guideposts (May 2000).

Introduction: Jesus is the Son of God
and the Son of Man (3:23-38).
I. Jesus: Filled with the Power of the
Spirit

United Methodist’s Women’s Caucus, from Annual
Meeting held in Burlingame, California (13-15 Feb 1976),
quoting Word Among Us, Learner’s Guide for Adults
(Cleveland OH: United Church Press, 1994).

My Teaching Plan

II. Jesus’ Teaching
A. Teaching in Galilee
1. Description of Galilee
2. Description of the Synagogue
B. Teaching in Nazareth
1. Explanation of Synagogue
Worship Practices
2. Jesus Called upon to Read from
the Prophets
3. Chooses Isaiah As His Text
4. Announcement That through
Him Scripture Has Been
Fulfilled
5. Jesus’ Favorable Words about
the Gentiles
6. Gathered Crowd Tries Throwing
Jesus off Cliff
7. Jesus Passes through Crowd,
Moves on to Capernaum
Conclusion: Following his mission and
purpose, Jesus’ ministry still continues
even today.

Resources
William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke (Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1975).
Roland de Vaux, “The World of Jesus,” Everyday Life in Bible
Times (Washington DC: National Geographic Society,
1967).
Rev. Joseph M. Gettys, Ph.D., How to Study Luke
(Richmond: John Knox Press, 1947).
S. MacLean Gilmour, “Luke,” The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 8
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1952).
E. R. Goodenough, Jewish Symbols in the Greco-Roman Period,
vol. 8 (New York: Pantheon Books, 1953) 40-1.
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Offer Illustration
How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ Dreaming Big
Jim Morris had always wanted to pitch in
the major league, and he finally got his
break in 1983 as a first-round draft pick of
the Milwaukee Brewers. After spending
several years pitching in the minors, in
1989 a popped shoulder ligament ended
Morris’s career. With his pitching dreams
behind him, Jim began teaching high
school and coaching the school baseball
team. The former pitcher definitely had
his work cut out for him. Notorious for
their pitiful record, the team had won only
three games in three years. After a particularly rough workout in 1998, Jim told the
team that he knew how tough it was, but
nevertheless encouraged them not to give
up. He urged, “You need to set goals and
stick to them. It’s fine to dream, even
better to dream big. You’ve got to work
and pray hard to achieve as much as you
can while you can.” One of the players
responded, “What about you, Coach? What
about your dreams?” Backed in a corner of
his own making, Jim finally challenged his
team, “If you guys get to the playoffs this
year, I’ll try out for a major-league team.
But you’ve got to understand that my
playing days are over.”
No team from that school had ever made
the playoffs, so Jim never imagined that he
might actually find himself trying out for
the major league again. He was wrong!
Not only did the team rise to the challenge,
but Jim actually came through on his
promise, too, a mature 35-year-old among
the other “youngsters” trying out. After
several pitches, a crowd gathered behind
the plate. But it was no wonder; his
pitches were clocking in at 98 miles an
hour! But naturally, Jim’s heart faltered
upon hearing the scout mutter, “If only
you were 10 years younger.”
When he arrived back home, however,
the team scout had left a message asking
him to return in two days. Once again, Jim
pitched consistently and the team was
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ready for him to sign. After careful consideration, Jim found himself in St. Petersburg
two days later getting into shape. He
finished the season in the minors, but the
day he was packing to go home, he was
called up for the majors! Jim became the
oldest major-league rookie in three
decades—not to mention, one of the most
impressive.
In retrospect, Jim couldn’t help remembering his talk with the high school team about
dreaming big. He had thought his words
would be enough. Strangely, though, he had
never imagined the importance of showing
them by example (Morris, 3-6). In what ways
is Jesus’ life our example for “dreaming big”?

❍ Temptations
We really can identify with Jesus’ experience
in the wilderness because, after all, wrestling
with temptation is something we do on a
regular basis. Etty Hillesum, a Dutch Jew
living in Holland throughout the early
1900s, kept a journal of her struggles
during the Nazi occupation. The following
excerpt provides a glimpse into her inner
struggle with temptation:
My battles are fought out inside, with
my own demons; it is not in my nature
to tilt against the savage, cold-blooded
fanatics who clamour for our destruction. I am not afraid of them either, I
don’t know why; I am so calm it is sometimes as if I were standing on the
parapets of the palace of history looking
down over far-distant lands. This bit of
history we are experiencing right now is
something I know I can stand up
to…But sometimes I feel as if a layer of
ashes were being sprinkled over my
heart…These are brief moments; then
everything falls back into place, my head
is clear again and I can once more bear
and stand up to this piece of history
which is ours. For once you have begun
to walk with God, you need only keep
on walking with God and all of life
becomes one long stroll—such a
marvelous feeling. (52)

QUESTIONS

• What is it like to be tempted? Does the
phrase “a layer of ashes were being sprinkled over my heart” come to mind?
• How is your walk with God like a “long
stroll”?

Discussion
How do I lead learners to dialogue
about the session?

❍ Family Tree
Genealogy, or the
tracing of one’s
roots, recently has
become a popular pastime
for many adults.
Discovering ancestors you did not know
you had and discovering where they are
from can prove to be singularly exciting,
even if you don’t have royalty tucked away
in your lineage. Some adults even have
gone to such lengthy measures to discern
their roots as trudging through old graveyards or leafing through a family Bible
handed down from one generation to the
next. Then again, plenty of others have
discovered the various Internet sites
devoted to the study of genealogy.
Most of us at the very least are intrigued
by our heritage. Many desire to know “from
whence they came.” And usually, our
favorite part of this process is hearing
family stories that have survived throughout the years. With this in mind, distribute
copies of the “Family Tree” supplement
from the Resource Kit, asking each learner
to write their family name at the base of the
tree. When they have finished this step, ask
them to continue filling in the remaining
spaces on the diagram as best they can.
After they have had ample time to work,
allow each of your participants to present
their family tree to the larger group. As a
follow-up exercise, you might encourage
everyone to do the necessary research
during the upcoming week that will help
them fill in any gaps left on their resource
sheet.

Questions
Questions about Scripture

➤ What were the differences between
Jesus’ message in Galilee and the one in
Nazareth?
➤ What did Jesus do to enrage his listeners
in Nazareth?
➤ How might the Devil have used the
experience in Nazareth to tempt Jesus
again?

Questions for All Adults

➤ How does the modern church continue
Jesus’ mission in today’s world?
➤ On the contrary, how does the modern
church fail to continue Jesus’ mission?
➤ How do you typically handle rejection?

Questions for Mature Adults

➤ Who in your family has influenced you
the most?
➤ How have you defined your own
mission and purpose?
➤ How do the temptations you face today
differ from those you faced 30 years
ago?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ If you were to write a mission statement about your life, what would it
say?
➤ How would your mission statement
affect your career goals?
➤ How does applying ourselves to God’s
mission also fill our lives with purpose?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ What stories do you want to pass down
to your children about either you or
their grandparents?
➤ To what extent do you think children
understand the concepts of mission
and purpose?
➤ How do you console a child who has
been rejected?
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Involve Learners

Closure

How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ Hometown Heroes

❍ The Tree of Life

Often when a certain youngster “makes it
big,” their hometown responds with a
huge celebration. As a matter of fact,
some hometown heroes have streets,
buildings, even parks named in their
honor. Ask the members of your group to
name their hometown heroes, explaining
how the town chose to honor them. Next,
compare and contrast any examples they
mention to the reception that Jesus
received from his hometown. You may
also want to ask your learners to think of
individuals in your community who
deserve be honored, but for whatever
reasons, have been ignored. Finally, to
wrap up your discussion, invite your
group to comment about the “types” of
fame our hometowns find it easiest to
honor.

If you used the
“Family Tree”
Resource Kit page
from earlier in the session,
have the group refer to
their sheets once more. If
not, give each person a
copy of the page now, asking them to
imagine that the root of the tree represents Jesus, while the trunk represents the
ministries each of us has been called to
perform. The branches, of course, represent each of us. Ask your learners where
they see themselves within the branches.
Are they close to Jesus or just barely
hanging on “by a limb”? After a few
moments of discussion, close with the
following prayer, or use the “Confession”
Resource Kit page as a responsive prayer:

❍ Family Scrapbook
When Jesus came home, he preached to
the hometown crowd. Imagine what it
must have been like for him to stand
before all those people he had grown up
with. One thing is for sure: going home
always brings back memories.
Throughout the study of this unit, we
have been putting together a “scrapbook”
of memories, so to speak. Reflecting on
this session, what “snapshot” could serve
as a trigger to remind you of the story’s
focus? After everyone who wishes to do so
has had an opportunity to respond, ask
your participants to work collectively to
put together a tangible “snapshot” of the
account in this lesson’s Scripture passage,
using a sheet of butcher paper that you
have placed on a focal wall. The “snapshot,” for the record, can be anything
from a drawing to a word description.
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You asked for my hands that you
could use them for your purpose.
I gave them for a moment and then
withdrew for the work was hard.
You asked for my mouth to speak
against injustice.
I gave you a whisper that I might not
be accused.
You asked for my eyes to see the pain
of poverty.
I closed them for I did not want to
know.
You asked for my life that you might
work through me.
I gave you a fractional part that I
might not get involved.
God, forgive me for calculated efforts
to serve you only when it’s convenient to do so, only in places where it
is safe to do so.
Creator God, forgive me, renew me,
and send me out as a usable instrument, that I may take seriously the
meaning of Your Cross. (Women’s
Caucus, 52)

They’ll Know We
Are Christians by Our Love
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord.
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand.
We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand.
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
We will work with each other. We will work side by side.
We will work with each other. We will work side by side.
And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
Peter Scholtes, words and music, “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
(F. E. L. Publications, copyright 1966) from The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration
(Waco TX: Word Music, 1986).
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How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place
How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts, to me!
My thirsty soul desires and longs within Thy courts to be;
My very heart and flesh cry out, O living God for Thee.
Beside Thine altars, gracious Lord, the swallows find a nest;
How happy they who dwell with Thee and praise Thee
without rest,
And happy they whose hearts are set upon the pilgrim’s
quest.
They who go thro’ the desert vale will find it filled with
springs,
And they shall climb from height to height till Zion’s temple
rings
With praise to Thee, in glory throned, Lord God, great King
of kings.
One day within Thy courts excels a thousand spent away;
How happy they who keep Thy laws nor from Thy precepts
stray,
For thou shalt surely bless all those who live the words they
pray.
Carl P. Daw Jr., “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place,” from Baptist Hymnal (Nashville:
Convention Press, 1991).
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Family Tree

Great-grandfather Great-grandmother
Hometown
Grandfather

Grandmother

Grandfather

Hometown
Father

Mother

Hometown

Grandmother

Hometown

Father

Father

Mother

Hometown

Mother

Hometown

Family Name
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Father

Mother

Hometown

Confession

Right Side:

You asked for my hands that you could use them for
your purpose.

Left Side:

I gave them for a moment and then withdrew,
for the work was hard.

Right Side:

You asked for my mouth to speak against injustice.

Left Side:

I gave you a whisper that I might not be accused.

Right Side:

You asked for my eyes to see the pain of poverty.

Left Side:

I closed them, for I did not want to know.

Right Side:

You asked for my life that you might work through
me.

Left Side:

I gave you a fractional part that I might not get
involved.

Right Side:

God, forgive me for calculated efforts to serve you
only when it’s convenient to do so, only in places
where it is safe to do so.

Left Side:

Creator God, forgive me, renew me, and send me
out as a usable instrument, that I may take seriously the meaning of Your Cross.

All:

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
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