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WHAT ’S IN YOUR TEACHING GUIDE
This Teaching Guide has three purposes:
➤ to give the teacher tools for focusing on the content of the session in the Study Guide.
➤ to give the teacher additional Bible background information.
➤ to give the teacher variety and choice in preparation.
The Teaching Guide includes two major components: Teacher Helps and Teacher Options.

Teacher Helps
Teaching Outline

Find Relevance
helps you zero in on why each
session is important for the
adults you teach.

Seek Understanding
presents helful Bible Background
informations and insights that will help
you better understand the Scripture.

provides you with an outline
of the main themes in the
Study Guide.
My Teaching Plan is a
convenient place for you to
make notes for teaching the
session.

Teacher Options
Offer Illustrations presents material that will help you paint
a picture of the session. This section often presents items from
church history, current events, or interesting anecdotes that
help introduce the session.
Discussion provides teaching activitiees that will help learners
discuss the Scripture text.
Questions presents multiple collections of questions for
various kinds of adults.
Involve Learners helps learners become actively involved
with the Scripture text for a particular session.
Closure gives you a means for wrapping up the session.

You Can Choose!
There is more material in each session than you can use, so choose the options from each section
to tailor the session to the needs of your group.

Prepare Before the Session
Read the session for today in the Study Guide. Then read the options in this Teaching
Guide, placing checkmarks beside the activities you plan to include. After you have decided
which options to use, gather the appropriate materials.
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THE MOBILITY OF GOD
Numbers 10:11-28

Find Relevance

Seek Understanding

Why do adults care about
this session? How do we
balance “going” and “staying”?
How do we balance the benefits of
stability and spontaneity? How does the
local church balance internal ministry
and external mission?
Jesus calls us to be goers. Jesus has
commissioned us to go out into the
world, to teach, and to baptize the
nations. We are empowered as witnesses
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the
uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). Yet
we spend most of our energy, money, and
time in and on the buildings that dot the
corners of every town. As Christians, we
struggle with trying to balance building
churches and building the kingdom. We
hope and pray that they are one in the
same—or at least mutually beneficial to
one another. However, our leanings are
toward staying, establishing, and institutionalizing rather than going. In today’s
text, however, God leans toward going.

What do these Scriptures
mean? Much of this session’s
Scripture text is about moving
the tabernacle. Regiments of the
people, based upon tribe, received a
specific assignment in moving and
protecting the tabernacle and its ritual
items. In many ways, the language of the
text implies and resembles a military
operation.
The tabernacle was a large tent
supported by poles. Its construction
allowed for easy disassembly and transport. According to the text, the tribes
responsible for protecting the tabernacle
and its contents from frontal attack
started out first, before the tabernacle.
Those carrying it followed this frontal
military regiment. Tribes transporting the
ritual items (altar, ark of the covenant,
vestments) fell in line behind the tabernacle. This system allowed for assembly of
the tabernacle before the ritual items
arrived at each subsequent location. The
final tribes provided protection from
enemies who might attack from behind.

My Teaching Plan

Introduction: Israel has been camped at
Mt. Sinai for almost eleven months. During
this time, they have constructed the tabernacle, the ark of the covenant, the altar, the
priestly vestments, and have received the
law from God.
I. A Time for Moving (10:11)
II. A Method for Moving (10:12-28)
A. The leadership of God and
Moses (vv. 12-13)
B. The rank and roles of the people
(vv. 14-28)
Conclusion: The journey of God’s people
toward the land of promise was accomplished through the mutual effort of
leaders, the people, and God.

Resources

Thomas B. Dozeman, The Book of Numbers, The New
Interpreter’s Bible (Nashville: Abingdon Press,
1998).
Baruch A. Levine, Numbers 1–20, The Anchor Bible
(New York: Doubleday, 1993).
Claude F. Mariottini, “Numbers, Book of,” Mercer
Dictionary of the Bible, ed. Watson E. Mills et al.
(Macon: Mercer University Press, 1990).
Dennis T. Olson, Numbers, Interpretation: A Bible
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching
(Louisville: John Knox Press, 1996).
Walter Riggans, Numbers, The Daily Study Bible
Series (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press,
1983).
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Offer Illustrations
How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ A New York State of Mind

During the summer of 2002, just months
after the tragedy of 9/11, a group from
our church traveled to New York City.
Most of the central Georgians in our
group had never been to New York City.
Those who had been knew relatively little
of areas outside typical tourist
attractions.
Over the course of ten days, we found
ourselves relying on subway officers,
rabbinical students, teenagers on street
corners, and one or two “street people”
for guidance and direction. They pointed
us to appropriate trains, streets, and landmarks as we made our way through the
city each day. They taught us how to
dispose of our trash properly and how to
choose the best fruits from corner
vendors. We were quite surprised at their
friendly assistance. They were equally
amazed at our desire to help heal their
city.

Questions

➤ Did the missions team’s reliance on the
New Yorkers diminish their reliance
upon God? Why or why not?
➤ How did the missions team and the
New Yorkers mutually benefit from the
relationship?
➤ Are missions efforts always mutually
beneficial? How?

❍ More Motion Than You Think?

A local department store used live
mannequins during the last Christmas
season. One child looked at the motionless but living display and exclaimed,
“She’s not moving at all!”
The child’s father, a medical school
professor, replied in an instructive tone,
“She is actually moving a great deal.
Blood is flowing through her arteries,
veins, and heart. Those same vessels and
cardiac muscles are expanding and
contracting. Air is moving through her air
passages and lungs. The muscles, ligaments, and tendons in her feet and legs
are constantly adjusting to maintain her
balance. In fact, every cell in her body is in
motion as they combine to create the
tissues and organs and systems which
characterize a human.”
“Well,” said his unconvinced (and
unimpressed) daughter, “you might see
her moving, but she doesn’t look like she’s
moving to me.”
Established churches often appear
still and quiet. Inside, however, they may
be actively involved in many aspects of
missions movement.

Questions

➤ How do people perceive the missions
involvement of your church?
➤ In what ways are their perceptions
accurate or inaccurate?
➤ What missions efforts and activities
can you name in which your church is
involved?
➤ Do you consider your church a
“missions-minded church”? Why or
why not?

Teaching Guide
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Discussion

Questions

How do I lead learners to dialogue about the session?

Questions about Scripture

❍ Traveling with Tradition

Numbers 10:12-28 contains a unique
blend of movement and stability, transition and tradition. While the Israelites
were certainly mobile, they were also
carrying the ritualistic symbols of their
faith: altar, tabernacle, ark, vestments,
and law. Too often we assume that tradition must be sacrificed for movement.
Or, on the other hand, movement must
be sacrificed if we choose to embrace
tradition.
One at a time, call out the following
worship items constructed at Mt. Sinai:
altar, tabernacle, ark, vestments, and law.
Ask your learners to describe the usage of
each one in Israelite worship. Ask learners
to compare each item to a symbol or practice in your church’s tradition. Encourage
them to share how these traditions can be
carried and why these traditions should
be carried into the world as a part of your
mission.

➤ Why do you think Numbers records so
much about the organization of Israel’s
movement into the wilderness?
➤ How would you describe the role of
Moses, the people, and God in this
movement?
➤ Why was it necessary to leave Mt. Sinai?

Questions for All Adults

➤ How are you involved in the missions
efforts of Christ’s church?
➤ How have the traditions of the church
helped you communicate the gospel to
the world?

Questions for Mature Adults

➤ What have been some of the most
memorable missions efforts in which
you have been involved?
➤ How has your role in the missions
efforts of the church changed over the
years?
➤ How can you encourage younger
members of your congregation to be
involved in missions?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ What are the greatest needs of the
people with whom you associate
each day?
➤ How do the gospel and the traditions
of the church speak to those needs?
➤ How can you connect those people with
the gospel and the life of the church?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ Describe the children’s missions education program of your church. How
involved are you in the missions education program?
➤ In what missions activities has your
family participated together?
➤ In what missions activities might your
family participate together?
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Involve Learners
How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

❍ Checklist

The U.S. Postal Service (and a few other
companies) often helps families who are
moving by providing them a “checklist.”
This list reminds the family of the many
tasks involved in a successful move. The
list includes tasks such as completing
change of address forms, contacting
power companies, purchasing appropriate pet carriers, and so on. The list helps
families anticipate every need and responsibility during the transition.
Distribute copies of “Moving Day”
(page 23). Ask learners to add essential
items or tasks to each of the three categories listed: 1) Your Family Moves,
2) The Israelites Move, 3) The Church
Moves. (Class members may either write
or draw these items/tasks under the
appropriate headings.)
After allowing several people to share
their responses, use the information
listed under column three to discuss how
your church can plan missions projects.
Discuss timing, materials, financial
support, and other factors. Encourage the
class to dream of, or better yet, to begin to
plan a missions activity together.

❍ Practicing the Presence of Christ
Strange New Worlds
Secure a video of an episode of the original Star Trek series. Play the opening
sequence, beginning with “These are the
voyages of the Starship Enterprise. Our fiveyear mission” and including the phrases
“to seek out strange new civilizations”
and “to boldly go where no one has gone
before.”
After viewing and listening to this
opening sequence, ask learners to share
their experiences in past missions tours.
• To what “strange places” have you
journeyed?

• What strange people, cultures, or
circumstances have you encountered?
• How did this experience change your
faith, priorities, or philosophy of life?
After sharing past experiences, ask
class members where they would like to
go in the future.
• What strange places have intrigued you,
and why?
• What type of missions work might be
done in this particular place?
• How might the individual, class, or
church make such a journey possible?

Closure
How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ Starting at Home

Ask your class how often they sit in the
same seat during Bible study and the
same pew/seat in worship. (More than
likely they are creatures of habit.) Tell
them that today we are going to “move.”
We are going to move out of our comfort
zone and experience other areas of our
little world.
• Instruct group members to gather all
their belongings (a necessary part of
moving) and to sit in a different chair.
• Lead the class in a closing prayer.
• Stop the class before they leave!
Challenge them to sit in a different pew
during worship. Encourage them to
move as far from their normal seat as
possible. Ask them to greet the “new”
faces around them.
• Allow these small movements within the
church to remind your class of the need
for movement outside the church.

Teaching Guide
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THE REPUTATION OF GOD

Find Relevance

Seek Understanding

Lesson

Why do adults care about
this session? Do we ever
completely mature beyond the
self-centered perspective of our
childhood? Child psychology textbooks
assure us that we go through a period of
self-centeredness in early childhood. We
assume that the world revolves around us,
exists for us, and is designed to cater to
our needs. Everything we see is “mine.”
The slightest whimper draws the attention of numerous adults. A louder cry
generates food, hugs, diaper changes,
and an assortment of other indulgent
delights. The question is whether we ever
grow out of this childlike perspective.
Adam and Eve wanted to be like God.
The inhabi-tants of Babel wanted to make
a name for themselves (Gen 11:1-9). Jacob
wanted to enjoy an inheritance and a
birthright (Gen 25:29-34). My parents and
grandparents worked hard to enjoy their
lives and make life pleasant for their families. We are not that different from our
ancestors—far past and near past. Even
when we are charitable, spiritual, or
uncharacteristically self-sacrificial, our
motive is usually to try to feel good about
who we are.
The Israelites thought occupying
the promised land was all about them.
Somehow they had missed the point—it
was really all about God.

Teaching Guide

Numbers 14:1-23

What do these Scriptures
mean? People of faith are not
always comfortable discussing
the anthropomorphic nature of
God. Anthropomorphic refers to those
attributes of God that resemble humanity
(Anthro = human, morph = form). Many
ancient religions viewed their gods in
the form of animals. The Egyptians
and Babylonians had an array of gods
depicted in the likeness of frogs, cows,
and birds, as well as humans. Israel,
however, while not endorsing any visible
image of God, tended to describe God
with human characteristics.
The creation narrative of Genesis 1
expresses this view of God. Humanity is
created in the image of God. There is an
implied resemblance between creature
and creator. In Scripture, we read about
physical similarities as we encounter
phrases such as these: the hand of God,
the voice of God, the arm of God, and the
face of God.
While it may be uncomfortable to
think of God in terms of physical human
attributes, discomfort is often enhanced
when we discuss emotional attributes.
Our focal text today describes God as
experiencing anger, frustration, and
flexibility. Because of the Israelites’ lack
of faith, God had to decide between law
and grace. Moses appealed to God’s character, and based on concern for the divine

reputation, God offered grace to Israel. As
with Israel, God’s character allows the
mission of the church to continue.

Resources

Philip J. Budd, Numbers, Word Biblical
Commentary (Waco: Word, Incorporated,
1984).
Baruch A. Levine, Numbers 1–20, The Anchor
Bible (New York: Doubleday, 1993).
Dennis T. Olson, Numbers, Interpretation: A Bible
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching
(Louisville: John Knox Press, 1996).
Walter Riggans, Numbers, The Daily Study Bible
Series (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press,
1983).

My Teaching Plan

Introduction: In Numbers 13, Israelite
spies return from the land of Canaan
with mixed reports of what they saw.
The majority report discourages a military advance upon the land. Joshua and
Caleb, however, encourage the people
to trust God and take the land. In
chapter 14, it is obvious that the children of Israel embrace the majority
report, rejecting the fruits of their
journey, the leaders of their journey,
and the God of their journey.
I. The People Reject God’s Gift (14:1-4)
A. Emotional rejection (v. 1)
B. Logical rejection (vv. 2-3)
C. Practical rejection (v. 4)
II. The People Reject God’s Servants
(14:5-10a)
A. Servants submit themselves to
the people (vv. 5-6)
B. Servants explain themselves to
the people (vv. 7-9)
C. Servants threatened by the
people (v. 10a)
III. God Feels Rejection (14:10b-12)
A. God appears (v. 10b)
B. God laments (v. 11)
C. God responds (v. 12)
IV. Moses Intercedes (14:13-19)
A. Moses appeals to God’s
reputable power (vv. 13-16)
B. Moses appeals to God’s reputable
mercy (vv. 17-19)
V. A Reputation for Mercy and Justice
Intact (14:20-23)

Teaching Guide
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Offer Illustrations

How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ It Goes with the Business

In her autobiographical top-40 hit “Don’t
Let Me Get Me,” singer-songwriter Pink
(Alicia Moore) reveals the struggles that
are a part of retaining one’s sense of self
in the music industry. Within the lyrics of
this song, she writes, “L.A. told me /
You’ll be a popstar / All you have to
change / Is everything you are.”
Public relations experts within the
music industry are notorious for molding
young musicians into an image they feel
will appeal to the masses. This imagemaking has become a part of the proven
formula for successfully “selling” an
artist.
The God of Israel is concerned about
public opinion in Numbers 14, but not to
the point of losing divine integrity. In
fact, God is able to keep covenant promises and, at the same time, express the
many emotional characteristics of divine
nature.

Questions

➤ What was God’s initial response to
Israel’s lack of faith?
➤ How did Moses use God’s reputation to
plead for Israel’s salvation?
➤ What image of God do you most often
see proclaimed to the church and
world?
➤ How does this image limit the broader
nature of who God is?
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❍ Senior Superlatives

Every high school yearbook contains
pages of senior superlatives. Students are
recognized by their peers for having best
represented some facet of high school life.
Superlatives often include Most School
Spirit, Most Athletic, Most Talented,
Cutest, and of course Most Likely to
Succeed. Individuals exhibit these qualities and characteristics during their
academic careers. It becomes a part of
their reputations and finally a part of the
school yearbook.
Throughout Israel’s history, God
exhibited particular characteristics, which
became a part of God’s great reputation
and later a part of the biblical text. God
delivered Israel over and over again. God
redeemed, saved, and guided. God became
known as Redeemer, Savior, and Good
Shepherd.

Questions

➤ What attributes does God exhibit in
Numbers 14?
➤ Are they all positive attributes?
➤ What titles does God carry based upon
these attributes?

Discussion

Questions

How do I lead learners to dialogue about the session?

Questions about Scripture
➤ What aspect(s) of God’s nature did the
Israelites refuse to acknowledge?
➤ To what aspect(s) of God’s nature did
Moses appeal?

❍ Godly Gossip

Gossip often damages or destroys reputations. Ask your group to imagine that
Numbers 14:1-23 is a series of private
discussions. After reading the text, have
your class form four groups.
Group 1: the congregation of verses 1-4
Group 2: the leaders of verses 5-9
Group 3: God in verses 10-12
Group 4: Moses in verses 13-23
Ask small groups to discuss the
following questions concerning their
section of the text and its characters:
How might this conversation damage the
reputation of God? How might this conversation enhance the reputation of God?
How does this conversation move God’s
mission forward? How does this conversation inhibit God’s mission?
After a few minutes of discussion, ask
representatives from each small group to
share their findings with the larger group.

Questions for All Adults

➤ How did Israel feel after hearing the
report of the spies who returned from
Canaan?
➤ What were God’s feelings with respect
to Israel’s faithlessness?

Questions for Mature Adults

➤ How have you observed the church
damaging the reputation of God?
➤ How has the world misread God based
upon their observation of “divine acts”?
➤ How has the church given witness to
God’s divine reputation?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ How does your church engage in and
celebrate the completion of missions
efforts?
➤ What recognition has your church
received for past missions
accomplishments?
➤ How does God benefit or glory from
your church’s missions efforts?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ How can we help children learn that
God understands all their feelings?
➤ What parts of God’s reputation would
appeal to and draw a child toward faith
in God?

Teaching Guide
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Involve Learners
How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

❍ Strategy Session

Form your group into teams of five or
six. Using Numbers 14:1-23, they are to
devise a public relations strategy for
successfully sharing God with the world.
Their strategy should include a specific
target audience, one or two attributes of
God that would appeal to their target
audience, and prepared answers for
questions regarding aspects of God’s
nature not addressed in their marketing
campaign. (If you teach a class with more
than thirty students, you may wish to
direct each person to complete this activity individually.)
Ask learners to share their marketing
strategies. Encourage them to discuss the
difficulties inherent in accentuating one
aspect of God’s nature at the expense of
another aspect, for example, mercy versus
justice or royalty versus service.
Ask learners to imagine and discuss
the challenges faced by missionaries who
share, defend, and depend on God’s reputation in the world.

❍ Journeying Journalists
Distribute copies of “The Wilderness
Daily News” (page 24). Tell group
members to read Numbers 14:1-23 again.
Instruct them to assume the role of a
journalist who is traveling with the children of Israel. Ask them to create a
headline at the top of their Resource Kit
page that reflects an aspect of God’s
nature as revealed in the text. Then have
them write a brief story in the columns
provided, explaining the significance of
their chosen facet of God’s nature.
Ask volunteers to share their headlines and important portions of their
stories with the class. Lead them to
discuss commonly acknowledged aspects
of God’s nature. Ask which aspects of
God’s nature in the text were overlooked.
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Ask how their headlines would encourage
or discourage the mission of God’s people
in the world.

Closure
How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ God, You Are…

Ask the group to stand in a circle. With
heads bowed, go around the circle and
have each group member complete the
sentence prayer listed below with an
attribute of God they find meaningful. It
does not matter if attributes are repeated.
When each person has prayed, conclude
with the final line listed for the leader.
Class member: O God, you are __________.
Leader: May we share your great reputation with our world.May our sharing be
for your glory and your glory alone. In
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

3
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THE MERCY OF GOD
Numbers 21:1-9

Find Relevance

Seeking Understanding

Why do adults care about this
session? It is frustrating but
relatively easy to be patient
with learners. When a child is
learning to ride a bike or a teenager is
solving their first algebra problem, we
wince at their mistakes, but at the same
time we understand that falling and
failing are a part of learning. On the other
hand, we are less patient with purposeful
errors. When our children know what is
right and still choose to do wrong,
patience and mercy are far more rare.
God is patient and merciful—beyond
our wildest imagination. Perhaps no text
in the Old Testament displays the depth
of God’s mercy and the length of God’s
patience more vividly than Numbers
21:1-9. God granted mercy to a people
who repeatedly chose to rebel, fall, and
fail. This unimaginable and unexpected
display of grace allows us to affirm that
no one is beyond the reach of God’s grace.
Therefore, no one is beyond the mission
and ministry of Christ’s church. The
possibility of grace for every person fuels
our missions efforts.

What do these Scriptures
mean? Timing is everything
when interpreting the book
of Numbers. The primary theme
of Numbers and our focal text is best
understood within the chronology of the
exodus story. In Exodus 12, the Israelites
are finally set free from Egyptian slavery.
Chapters 13–18 record the crossing of
the sea and their journey to Mt. Sinai.
From Exodus 19 to Numbers 10, the
Israelites are camped at Mt. Sinai. During
their time there, they construct the ark of
the covenant, a movable altar, and the
tabernacle. In Numbers 10:10, they leave
Mt. Sinai, headed straight for the promised land of Canaan. The majority of
spies, however, convince the people they
cannot conquer the land, so the children
of Israel are sentenced to wander the
wilderness until a whole generation dies.
Numbers 1–25 provides a census of
and stories concerning this generation
that must die. Numbers 26–36 provides a
census of the new generation and stories
of their movement toward Canaan. Our
focal text, Numbers 21, falls toward the
end of the stories of the old generation.
Their final complaint (in a long history
of complaints) about food and water
prompts God to send deadly serpents
among them. Timing is everything. We
expect God finally to wipe out the old
generation. God’s mercy, however, always
exceeds our expectations.

My Teaching Plan

Introduction: The old, faithless generation of Israelites, who refused to enter
the promised land, have almost all
died. The first twenty chapters of
Numbers provide a record of their
disobedience, complaining, and subsequent punishments. Yet, at what seems
a climax in God’s anger toward them,
the Israelites receive another glimpse of
God’s grace.
I. God Chooses Life (Num 21:1-3)
A. Encountering a familiar place
(v. 1)
B. Encountering a familiar
challenge (v. 2)
C. Enjoying an unfamiliar and
unexpected victory (v. 3)
II. God and Moses Choose Grace
(21:4-9)
A. Predictable complaints (vv. 4-5)
B. Predictable punishment (v. 6)
C. Unpredictable intercession (v. 7)
D. Unpredictable grace (v. 8)
E. A necessary response (v. 9)
Conclusion: When Moses is probably
tired of interceding, he intercedes yet
again. During a time when we expect
God to write the final chapter on the
old generation, they are offered a new
lease on life.
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Offer Illustration
How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ All Will Be Forgiven

I have heard the story of forgiveness many
times, most recently on a college campus.
A student bulletin board hangs near the
entrance of the university cafeteria.
Posted on the board each day are promotional flyers, cartoons, news clippings,
and a host of personal messages. It is a
unique form of communication for the
hundreds of students who pass it before
every meal.
On one particular day, a note
appeared on the board. It was handwritten on yellow legal paper. It simply
said,
Dear Mike,
Meet me at the fountain in front of
the student center today at 5:00 P.M.
All will be forgiven.
Love,
Dad
Hundreds of students must have read
the note during the day. At 5:00 P.M.,
twenty-seven students named Mike
showed up at the fountain.

Questions

➤ How prominent is guilt or shame in the
lives of most individuals?
➤ What avenues of forgiveness are available to us?
➤ How readily do we repent and accept
forgiveness?

❍ Beyond the Reach of God?

In Canto 34 of Dante’s Inferno, we are
allowed a peek into the pit of hell. On this
downward, spiraling journey toward hell’s
core, we have passed the unbaptized, the
lustful, the gluttons, the blasphemers, the
seducers, the hypocrites, and more.
However, Dante reserves the pit of hell for
Judas Iscariot, “That soul who suffers
most.”
In Matthew’s Gospel (27:3-6), Judas
“repented” of his act, confessed his sin,
returned the silver received for betrayal,
and took his own life out of obvious
regret and remorse. What about the other
disciples? Peter denied knowing Jesus.
Peter cursed and denied knowing Jesus.
Peter reaffirmed his denial a third time!
The other ten companions abandoned
Jesus and reportedly watched his crucifixion from a distance. But for some reason,
Judas is the only disciple in the pit of
Dante’s hell.

Questions

➤ Is anyone beyond the reach of God’s
mercy?
➤ What might limit God’s mercy?
➤ Can you imagine those “limits” being
abolished by God? Explain.

❍ True Repentance

An old Jewish proverb states, “You know
you have truly repented when you have
opportunity to commit a particular sin
again…and you don’t.”

Questions

➤ How do we typically define repentance?
➤ Do we tend to commit different sins or
struggle with the same sins over and
over?

Teaching Guide
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Discussion
How do I lead learners to dialogue about the session?

❍ Transforming Serpents

The serpents of Numbers 21 are ambiguous creatures. On the one hand, they are
instruments of pain and death. On the
other hand, the serpent becomes a symbol
of life. In the Hebrew language, “fiery
serpents” and “angelic seraphim” come
from the same word. Again, we see the
ambiguity between something we
consider bad and something we consider
good.
It is common for some of the worst
moments of a person’s life to become a
catalyst for change. Tragedy often leads to
transformation.

Questions

➤ Ask group members to share a negative
experience that prompted a positive
change. Individuals may wish to share
examples of other people who were
prompted toward change through
negative circumstances.
➤ Encourage the group to make comparisons between their stories and the
Israelite story of Numbers 21.

Questions
Questions about Scripture

➤ What did the Israelites request that
Moses do for them?
➤ What was God’s response to the
Israelites’ request for assistance in
verse 2 and for mercy in verse 7?

Questions for All Adults

➤ Why are we more prone to seek God
when life is difficult?
➤ Has God typically been gracious and
patient with us in the wilderness times
of our lives?
➤ What is our responsibility to the
wilderness wanderers of our world?
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Questions for Mature Adults

➤ What cycles of sin (personal, national,
or in the lives of others) have you
noticed during your lifetime?
➤ Have you known people who seemed to
have no hope for repentance but who
eventually came to know faith in
Christ?
➤ How has your need for mercy changed?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ The Israelites were complainers who
found it difficult to trust God. What
has been the ongoing struggle of your
life?
➤ How has dealing with this struggle
equipped you to be an effective witness
to others about the grace and patience
of God?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ Children make mistakes. Sometimes
children choose to make mistakes. How
can you reflect the nature of God’s
mercy and patience as you nurture your
children?
➤ What are appropriate ways of balancing
consequences and grace in the process
of nurturing children?
➤ Many believe that a child’s first image
of God is a reflection of their parent.
What image of God are you portraying
for your child? Have you ever considered parenthood as your primary
missions field?

Involve Learners

Closure

How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ Have You Given Up?

❍ Benediction

Distribute copies of “Have You Given
Up?” (page 25). Have one of your class
members read Luke 13:6-9. Explain that
all of us have known friends, co-workers,
and family members who seemed to have
moved so far from the faith that they were
beyond reach. Discuss the role of the
gardener in the parable. Point out that
even when the master has given up, the
gardener retains hope.
The tree on your page represents the
tree in Jesus’ parable and our acquaintances that seem to live beyond the reach
of the gospel. Invite your class members
to write practical suggestions around the
base of the tree that might help bring
these people to faith.

Ask your group to bow their heads and
listen as you lead them in prayer. Ask
them…
• to thank God for the person(s) who
helped lead them to faith in Christ.
• to think of one person who needs to
know God’s grace and mercy.
• to ask God to give them an opportunity
and the strength to share their faith with
that person.
• to pray for all missionaries who work
with people who seem far beyond the
reach of the gospel.

❍ Nuggets of Mercy

In the mountains of north Georgia, you
can go to one of several “mines” and pan
for gold and precious gems. Each paying
customer is given a bucket of dirt, a
sifting screen, and a trough of muddy
water. Much to the participants’ amazement, there are gold flakes and at least
one “precious gem” in every bucket of
dirt!
Ask your group, “Is there any story in
the Old Testament record that does not
contain a nugget of mercy?” Invite them
to ponder the stories of Adam and Eve,
Cain and Abel, Noah, the tower of Babel,
Abraham, Sodom and Gomorrah, Joseph,
Samson, David, Solomon, Jonah, or any
other. Your class members may be amazed
at the nuggets of grace hidden within
these stories.

Teaching Guide

17

4
Lesson

Teaching Guide

THE PROMISES OF GOD
Numbers 34

Find Relevance

Seek Understanding

Why do adults care about this
session? The dangling of a
“carrot” has long been a recognized and accepted method of
motivation. The gym posts pictures of
svelte and solid human specimens to
encourage us to run one more mile and
lift one more set of weights. Parents
sometimes pay for particular grades on a
child’s report card. Companies offer
commissions to eager sales teams. We
often best endure, even overcome, the
wilderness of physical, mental, and fiscal
fitness when there is a promised reward.
Christianity has sometimes erred by
promoting the “future promises” of God
as the primary motivation for embracing
and living the life of faith. The hopes of a
better “by and by” have inclined us, at
times, to neglect the opportunities to
enjoy and make a difference in the “here
and now.” Yet we should not ignore God’s
promises to us. While reward may not be
the primary motivation for faithful living,
hope is a wonderful thing to possess
while you’re in the wilderness.

What do these Scriptures
mean? Numbers 34 provides a
geographic description of the
promised land boundaries, as well
as a listing of those individuals who
assisted in dividing the land among the
Israelite tribes.
Before Numbers 34, descriptions of
the promised land and its Israelite inheritors have been anything but specific. In
Genesis 12:1-2, the call of Abraham refers
to “the land I will show you” and “a great
nation,” with no mention of boundaries
or names. Later, in Genesis 15:18-20,
God’s covenant with Abraham assures
him that “[his] descendants” will receive
“this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates.” Still,
there are no names or boundaries.
Much later, after Israel’s exodus
from Egypt and reception of the law at
Mt. Sinai, Moses leads them to this promised land. Spies are sent into the land and
they return with conflicting reports. Their
reports, however, do not relay concrete
descriptions and boundaries of this
mysterious promised land. It is described
as both “[the land that] flows with milk
and honey” and “a land that devours its
inhabitants” (Num 13:27, 32).
Numbers 34 moves the Israelites
beyond the realm of imagination and
dream. Their wilderness journey has
culminated in real reward. It has real

boundaries, and we know the names of
those who are about to enjoy a new home.
The dream has become an attainable
reality.

My Teaching Plan

Resources

Philip J. Budd, Numbers, Word Biblical Commentary
(Waco: Word, Incorporated, 1984).
Baruch Levine, Numbers 1–20, The Anchor Bible
(New York: Doubleday, 1993).
Dennis T. Olson, Numbers, Interpretation: A Bible
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching
(Louisville: John Knox Press, 1996).

Introduction: More than 400 years
before Moses was born, God promised
Abraham a land. The children of Israel
held this promised land in the back of
their minds for centuries. Now it is
right before their eyes.
I. God’s Promises Are Real (Num 34)
A. The promise originated with
God (vv. 1-2)
B. The promise can be concretely
described (vv. 3-12)
C. Humanity (Moses) has the
opportunity to communicate
God’s promises (vv. 13-15)
II. God Chooses, Uses, and Blesses Real
People
A. Some of God’s servants are
people we have known from
previous biblical stories: Eleazar,
Joshua, and Caleb (vv. 16-20)
B. Some of God’s servants are less
well known to us (vv. 21-29)
Conclusion: There is light at the end of
the tunnel. There is a reward at the end
of the wilderness. Those who endured
the wilderness are about to realize the
promise.

Teaching Guide
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Offer Illustration
How can I help learners think about the issues?

❍ A Reward for Those Who Seek

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries,
European explorers landed on the shores
of the New World. These journeys were
prompted, in part, by stories conveyed
from former world travelers like Marco
Polo and the Christian Crusaders. Having
moved beyond the boundaries of Europe,
they returned with stories of riches and
lands that later pricked the imaginations
of people like Christopher Columbus,
Amerigo Vespucci, Francisco Coronado,
and Ponce de Leon. These explorers
returned to Europe with treasures and
stories of their own—stories of precious
gems, precious metals, vast lands, and
even a fountain of youth.

Questions

➤ In what ways were the explorers’ images
of the New World exaggerated?
➤ In what ways were the images accurate?
➤ In what way(s) was the New World actually better than what the explorers
described?
➤ How did these images and limited
evidence prompt successive explorers?
➤ How does the Israelite concept of
promised land compare to the explorers’ New World?
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❍ A Reward for Those Who Share

Ray Boltz, a contemporary Christian
musician, has written and recorded a song
titled “Thank You.” The song leads the
listener to imagine particular scenes in
heaven. These scenes include a Sunday
school teacher meeting up with a student
who had been influenced by the teacher’s
ministry. The student thanks the teacher
for sharing faith and making an eternal
impact on his life. The song reminds us
that there is a promised reward, not only
for those who receive faith but also for
those who share faith.

Questions

➤ As we participate in missions, what
rewards do we expect during our
earthly lives?
➤ What rewards may we expect in our
heavenly existence?
➤ Why are these rewards a good motivation for involvement in missions?

Discussion
How do I lead learners to dialogue about the session?

❍ God’s Promises

Land was not the only reward promised
to the Israelites who escaped Egyptian
bondage. God also assured Moses that the
Israelites would receive God’s presence,
guidance, and care. During the exodus,
the Israelites realized these promises
through the powerful presence of God in
the parting of the sea, the guidance of a
pillar of fire and a cloud, and the provision of manna, quail, and water.
Heaven is not the only promise we
enjoy. Nor is it the only promise God
offers the world through us. Mrs. Haley
taught the “Intermediates” Sunday school
class in my home church. One Sunday she
told the gathered teenagers, “There are
more than 3,000 promises of God in
Scripture.” We named several. I’m not sure
we reached 3,000.
Distribute copies of “God’s Promises”
(page 26) and guide the class to recall and
discuss the promises of God we can claim
as individuals and as a church. Cut or tear
along the dotted lines and give a Scripture
to individuals or small groups. After they
have read their assigned text, have them
share the promises they discovered. Write
all the promises on the board. Encourage
class members to recall other promises in
Scripture. Encourage them to discuss why
the world needs to know about these
promises. Reaffirm that conveying these
promises is a primary component of
missions.

Questions

Questions for All Adults

➤ What motivated you to accept Christ as
your Savior and to become a part of the
Christian faith community?
➤ What promises of God were particularly appealing to you?
➤ Is the reality of heaven an appropriate
motivation for embracing Christianity?
Why or why not?

Questions for Mature Adults

➤ How has your view or understanding of
heaven changed over the years?
➤ What promises of God have you experienced in the chapters of your life?
➤ How do your view of heaven and your
past experiences of God’s promises
motivate you to share faith with your
friends, neighbors, family, and
strangers?

Questions for Younger Adults

➤ What are the primary spiritual and
social needs of the people with whom
you work?
➤ How do the promises of God relate
to the needs of your friends and
co-workers?
➤ How might sharing faith with your
friends and co-workers enrich your life?

Questions for Adults with Children

➤ What questions have your children
asked about heaven?
➤ What circumstances in your children’s
lives have provided opportunities to
discuss the promises of God?

Questions about Scripture

➤ What do you imagine the children of
Israel were thinking as the boundaries
of the promised land were being
described?
➤ How do you think the tribal leaders felt
when they were chosen to assist in the
dividing of the land (vv. 16-29)?
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Involve Learners

Closure

How can I lead learners to explore the session together?

How do I lead learners to respond?

❍ Open Mike Night at the Comedy Club

❍ A Benediction

When Fred arrived at the pearly gates, he
was met by an angelic being who began to
process his entrance. Fred was asked if he
had ever performed a purely unselfish
kind deed during his time on earth. He
thought a moment and then said, “Well,
one day I came upon an elderly woman
who was being beaten mercilessly by a
gang. I ran into the crowd, kicked the
biggest guy in the shin, and told the
woman to run for help.”
The angel looked at Fred with great
admiration and said, “I’m very impressed.
Exactly when did this happen?”
Fred looked at his watch and replied,
“About two or three minutes ago.”
Almost everyone knows a joke about
heaven. Have your students share their
favorite jokes about heaven. After volunteers share, discuss the kernels of truth
and misconceptions embedded in the
humor.

❍ Heavenly Music

Distribute copies of your church’s hymnal
to your class members. Using the hymn
index, have class members locate songs
about heaven. Randomly read the hymn
texts (or, if your class is musically
inclined, sing them).

Questions

➤ How do our hymns describe God’s
eternal promises?
➤ Which images of heaven do you find
most meaningful?
➤ Are there images of heaven presented
in the hymns that you find hard to
embrace or believe?
➤ Do these images motivate you to share
the gospel?
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With heads bowed, have each person
complete the following sentence prayer.
After each individual has prayed, ask the
group to speak the response. Continue
until all have prayed, and then lead in a
brief closing prayer.
Individual: O Lord, I thank you for
your promise to ______________.
All: Help us share this promise with
our world, O Lord.

Moving Day
Your Family Moves

The Israelites Move

The Church Moves

Journeying Journalists
Instructions: Read Numbers 14:1-23. Assume the role of a journalist who is traveling with the
children of Israel. Create a headline at the top of the page that reflects an aspect of God’s
nature as revealed in the text. Then write a brief story in the columns provided, explaining the
significance of their chosen facet of God’s nature.

“Have You Given Up?”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking
for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put
manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”
Luke 13:6-9

God’s Promises
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will
not let you be tested beyond your strength, but
with the testing he will also provide the way out
so that you may be able to endure it. 1 Cor
10:13

If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 1 Jn 1:9

That this is God, our God forever and ever. He
will be our guide forever. Ps 48:14

Honor your father and your mother, as the
LORD your God commanded you, so that your
days may be long and that it may go well with
you in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you. Deut 5:16

And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Phil 4:7

“And teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” Mt 28:20

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I
am there among them.” Mt 18:20

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that
there may be food in my house, and thus put me to
the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour
down for you an overflowing blessing. Mal 3:10

But those who wait for the LORD shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with wings like
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint. Isa 40:31

Because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. Rom 10:9

