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WHAT ’S IN YOUR TEACHING GUIDE
This Teaching Guide has three purposes:
➤ to give the teacher tools for focusing on the content of the session in the Study Guide.
➤ to give the teacher additional Bible background information.
➤ to give the teacher variety and choice in preparation.
The Teaching Guide includes two major components: Teacher Helps and Teacher Options.

Teacher Helps
Bible Background

Teaching Outline

The Study Guide is your main
source of Bible study material.
This section helps you more fully
understand and
interpret the Scripture text.

provides you with an outline
of the main themes in the
Study Guide.

Teacher Options
The next three sections provide a beginning, middle, and end
for the session, with focus paragraphs in between.

Focus Paragraphs
are printed in italics at the top of the page because they
are the most important part of the Teaching Guide. These
paragraphs will help you move your class from “what the text
meant” to “what the text means.”

You Can Choose!
There is more material in each session than you can use, so choose the options from each section
to tailor the session to the needs of your group.

Prepare Before the Session
Read the session for today in the Study Guide. Then read the options in this Teaching
Guide, placing checkmarks beside the activities you plan to include. After you have decided
which options to use, gather the appropriate materials.

1
Lesson

Bible Background
The Evangelist
Mark, also known as John
Mark, was the son of Mary, a
Jewish woman in Jerusalem. She
was prominent in the early Christian
community there, opening her large
house for gatherings of worship and
study. Mark may have been the cousin of
Barnabas (Col 4:10). He accompanied
Barnabas and Paul on their first missionary journey (Acts 13:5), and he was the
cause of a bitter dispute between these
two apostles (Acts 15:37-40).
In addition to his connection with
Paul, he was also remembered as Peter’s
interpreter in Rome. According to Papias,
the second-century bishop of Hieropolis,
“Mark, having become the interpreter of
Peter, wrote down accurately whatever he
remembered of the things said and done
by the Lord, but not however in order”
(Reynolds, 550).

The Gospel
Scholars disagree about whether Mark
was written in Palestine or Rome.
Traditionally, most believe Mark wrote in
Rome. Palestine was Jewish territory. If
the Gospel had been written in Palestine,
there would have been no reason for
Mark to explain Jewish customs, as he
often did (for example, in 7:3-5). His audience would already have been familiar
with them. Also, whenever Mark quotes
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an Aramaic word or phrase (as in 5:41 and
14:36), he then translates it into Greek.
This would not have been necessary for
Aramaic-speaking Palestinian Jews.
Therefore, most scholars believe the
Gospel of Mark was written in Rome.
The Roman setting helps identify the
time when the Gospel was written. Given
Mark’s many references to Christians
facing persecution, many believe the
Gospel dates during the reign of Nero
(AD 54–68) or slightly thereafter. In AD 64
a terrible fire destroyed large sections of
Rome. Nero was rumored to be responsible. After much criticism, Nero used the
Christians as a scapegoat, blaming them
for the massive destruction. Tacitus, a
Roman historian, reported that as a result
of this, hundreds of Christians were
arrested. Persecution continued, becoming
more severe and widespread over the
years. In AD 70, the city of Jerusalem was
burned at the end of the Jewish Civil War
of AD 66–70. The Jerusalem temple was
destroyed, and all the inhabitants of the
city were sent into exile. Amid this
turmoil, Mark saw the urgent need to
record the story of Jesus for future generations before it was too late.

The Disciples
In Mark’s narrative of the calling of the
first disciples, Jesus tells Simon Peter and
Andrew that he will make them fish for
people (v. 17). Christians have long used
this phrase as a reference to the subsequent

missionary journeys of all the disciples.
“Fishing for people” is a phrase
Christians use even today to speak of
preaching the gospel and winning new
disciples for Christ.
The reference to fishing can be taken a
step further. For example, when the Old
Testament refers to hooks and nets, it is
usually with a negative connotation.
References to such items usually involve
the imagery of catching others in a snare
(for example, Jer 16:16; Ezek 29:4-5; Amos
4:2; Hab 1:14-17). In ancient Hebrew
thought, God sometimes set traps for
those who faced divine judgment.
In this passage, however, Jesus casts a
more positive light on the ancient
imagery. He uses fishing terminology not
for ensnaring evildoers but for healing,
preaching, and casting out demons. This
is what Jesus’ mission is all about: those
who are “caught” by this new fishing
activity are actually saved, not destroyed.
This stands in stark comparison to the
message of John the Baptizer only a few
verses previously (vv. 4-15). In contrast to
Jesus, John preached a message of judgment and condemnation. John would
have been quite comfortable with the
common Old Testament connotations of
fishing! Jesus, however, offers words and
gestures of hope, grace, and mercy for
those who believe in and follow him.
For Jesus, “fishing for people” does not
involve judgment but bringing good news
to others (Perkins, 539).

The Good News
Even so, there is an element of truth to
the Hebrew Bible’s negative connotation
of nets and hooks. Following Jesus is not
easy; it involves a radical change in
lifestyle. This, in turn, will mean discomfort in many parts of our lives. Some
aspects of our lives must even die
outright as we are radically transformed
into followers of Christ. At the deepest
level, however, to follow Jesus and to be
with him at every point in our lives means
that we will inherit the most meaningful
life possible. Jesus fulfills us and gives us
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Following Jesus requires learning to trust
God to supply our needs. Jesus calls us to
get “caught up” in the kingdom of God.
Doing this confronts us with the challenge
to follow Jesus in every way and to let go of
our fears about our material needs.
I. Learning to Trust God
A. What makes us open to trusting God
with what is important in our lives?
B. Why are we so afraid of letting go of
control in our lives?
C. Learning about those we trust to
supply for us.
II. Fishing for Others
A. How can our normal routines be used
for the betterment of others?
B. How is ministry to others like fishing?
III. Giving Sacrificially
A. Different methods of giving.
B. Learning from Scripture.
C. Applying scriptural examples to our
own lives.

life in ways that we have never known
(Williamson, 46).
Peter, Andrew, James, and John
became the first of the “fish” to be caught
up in the excitement of the kingdom of
God. They had witnessed the power and
conviction of Jesus’ words and deeds in
his simple command to “Follow me.” This
experience taught them firsthand what it
means to be fishers of men and women.
Jesus did not only beckon them to join
him, he also promised to make them fish
for others. Being fishermen themselves
and having experienced Jesus’ amazing
presence, they were well aware that this
commission was not something to be
taken lightly. Jesus was giving them an
example of what he was asking them to
do. Like a fisherman himself, he cast the
net of his word. Four men by the seashore
got caught up in the kingdom of God.

Subsequently, after Jesus’ death and resurrection, they continued to spread the good
news, and others were caught up in the kingdom of God as well (Perkins, 539).

A Way to Begin
What things hold us back from trusting in Jesus completely? Even though each of us
may have countless stories of God’s goodness, we still find it difficult to trust
God in certain areas. Despite what God is prompting us to do, we often fail to
trust that God will provide for us. Why?

❍ Sacrificial Living

❍ Trusting Others

Jesus found willing disciples and invited
them to give up all they had in order to
follow him and become fishers of people.
It is hard to trust others to supply our
needs, especially when we are capable and
used to taking care of ourselves. How
much more difficult is it for us to give up
what is comfortable to follow a God we
cannot see?

As children, we trusted many people to
provide for us. Our families, churches,
schools, and communities provided vital
components for our lives, such as love,
physical and emotional nourishment,
clothing, education, discipline, and a
home, just to name a few. As children, we
took these things for granted and felt no
obligation to give back to others. We
often failed to be grateful, even though we
trusted these people and institutions
wholeheartedly.

Questions

➤ What would you do if someone you
trusted asked you to give up more than
you thought you could, even for a good
cause?
➤ What would compel you to give up a
prized financial asset or material
possession?
➤ What would Jesus have to do to
convince you to give up everything and
follow him?

Questions

➤ Who are some of the people (or institutions) that you trusted to provide for
your needs as a child? What did they
provide for you? What did they have to
sacrifice to make sure you were cared
for?
➤ How were your emotional and spiritual
needs met?
➤ Did you ever doubt that your needs
would be met?
➤ How is trusting others difficult? How is
trusting Jesus to meet these needs
different from trusting a parent,
teacher, etc.?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
It is sometimes hard to be generous to others, and we often miss ways we could help.
Not only do we have material resources that could be used to bless others, but we also
have God-given skills and passions we can offer for the sake of others. Scripture challenges us to be good stewards of whatever resources God has placed at our disposal.

❍ What’s My Line?

❍ Fishing for People

Jesus told the disciples to follow him and
he would have them “fish for people.”
This was an appropriate and meaningful
phrase for the fishermen. List the occupations of class members on the board. Go
down the list and discuss the questions
below. Be sure to involve the entire class
in discussing each job so as to generate
different points of view.
Try to find Scripture passages that
directly or indirectly relate to each job
position. Discuss how the passages offer a
positive or negative example of serving
God through one’s career. (The subject
list or concordance in the back of a Bible
may be helpful in locating relevant
Scriptures.)

The term “fishing for people” has become
common jargon in the church. Challenge
the group to think about the various
connotations of fishing, whether from the
Bible or from their personal experience of
fishing. Use the following questions as a
guide.

Questions

➤ What do people in this career do on a
daily basis?
➤ What needs does this job meet for the
jobholder? For his or her clients or
customers?
➤ How does this job help others?
➤ How else might this job help others?
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Questions

➤ What does it mean to “fish for people”?
➤ What sort of preparation goes into a
day of fishing? How does this compare
and contrast with the preparation that
goes into ministry?
➤ When we go fishing, we often have to
sit for hours, fighting insects in the
middle of a lake, and we still get no
bites from a fish. How is this like our
service to others?
➤ What kind of “bait” might attract nonChristians to Christ?
➤ What needs are met for others for
whom we “fish”?
➤ Although the fish literally dies when we
catch to keep, what could this mean
figuratively for the person to whom we
are ministering? What could it mean
for us?
➤ Where else in Scripture does fishing or
fish appear? How does this relate to the
theme of the lesson?

A Way to End
Jesus did not coerce the disciples into following him. Rather, they saw something in
Jesus that made them want to give all they had and more for this long-awaited
Messiah. We live in a different time now, but there are many ways and reasons to give
sacrificially in order to be a true disciple of Jesus.

❍ Giving Inventory

❍ Giving Biblically

We tend to take the word
“sacrifice” lightly in the religious world. Jesus does not
ask each of us for a small
part of our lives, but he wants all of us.
This is truly giving sacrificially.
Distribute copies of the resource page
“Giving Inventory” and ask each person
to complete the worksheet privately. They
need not share their answers with the class.
State that giving of ourselves is not
easy, especially when we feel we are unable
to provide both for ourselves and those
around us. Discuss the following
questions:

On note cards, have class members write
references to biblical examples of
someone giving one’s self for others, physically, emotionally, financially, or
otherwise. Encourage the group to be
creative in the types of giving involved. Be
as broad or specific as you want. Post each
example on the wall for everyone to see.
Ask the following questions:

Questions

➤ Where do you feel you could improve
your giving?
➤ In what other areas do you feel you
could improve?
➤ Where is it most difficult to give
sacrificially?
➤ What opportunities exist in your
churches, communities, places of work,
etc., to give sacrificially?

Questions

➤ What did this person or group give to
another?
➤ What effect did it have on this giver?
The receiver?
➤ Did the giver worry about his or her
own needs? Why or why not?
➤ How have we been like the giver? The
receiver?
➤ How can we apply this lesson to our
lives?

Resources
Pheme Perkins, “The Gospel of Mark,” New Interpreter’s
Bible (Nashville: Abingdon, 1995).
J. A. Reynolds, “Mark,” Mercer Dictionary of the Bible, ed.
Watson E. Mills et al. (Macon GA: Mercer University
Press, 1990).
Lamar Williamson, Jr., “Mark,” Interpretation: A Bible
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching (Atlanta: John Knox,
1983).
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Lesson

Bible Background
A Challenging Time
The Gospel of Mark was
written under unique and
unpleasant circumstances.
Christians faced severe persecution, and
the writer of the Gospel felt an urgent
need to preserve the story of
Christianity’s beginnings.
Many understand the Gospel of Mark
to be a pastoral response to this terrifying
and life-threatening situation. Mark
subtly points out the similarities between
the Roman Christians’ persecution and
the suffering of Jesus. Martin Hengel
wrote, “The time in which the evangelist
is living is coloured by the vivid experience of fearful persecution, and
expanding mission, the danger of being
led astray, and the tumult of war threatening the whole empire” (cited by
Reynolds, 550). It is no wonder Mark
emphasized Jesus’ words about the
present and future persecution of
Christians (for example, 4:17; 6:45-51;
10:29-30). What better way to bring
comfort to his audience than to remind
them that Jesus himself foretold these
tumultuous days and offered hope?
Given such uncertain times, we can
understand why it was so important to
record these words. From the beginning
of the Gospel, the reader can tell that
Mark is in a hurry to record the history of
Christianity. Mark is the only Synoptic
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Gospel that does not include a birth
narrative. Rather than taking time to set
the stage through birth narratives (like
Luke) or genealogies (like Matthew),
Mark went straight to more timely
descriptions of Jesus’ teachings, miracles,
and sufferings. Words and phrases such
as “immediately” (1:12; 6:50; 9:20, 24;
14:43) and “while he was still speaking”
(5:35; 14:43) are used frequently throughout the Gospel, indicating not only the
rapid pace of Jesus’ ministry but also the
way Mark interpreted these events to have
taken place. This interpretation reflects
his sense of urgency about events in his
own time.
Mark also included a tremendous
amount of symbolism in his Gospel. For
example, Jesus and his disciples often
cross the Sea of Galilee from Jewish to
Gentile territories (5:1, 21; 6:45, 53). This
illustrates Jesus’ indiscriminate love for
all people, Jews and Gentiles alike. Even
amid persecution, all people are entitled
to the love of Christ.

A Challenging Mission
This passage deals with what we want in
our lives and what we actually need. Jesus
is direct in showing us the difference
between the two. Today we have technology that provides an abundance of
material comforts, but even those in
Jesus’ day struggled with what they
needed for their everyday survival and
what they simply wanted.

This is precisely what Jesus wanted
the disciples to understand. Jesus was
intentional in the way he equipped
each disciple. He knew what they
needed in order to carry out their
mission. First, he sent them two by two
(v. 7). This provided much-needed
emotional support on their journey. He
also made sure they had the spiritual
power they needed by giving them authority over evil spirits. Jesus did not send out
the disciples to perform the impossible
with no training, power, or support. They
had spent much time with Jesus and
received a share in his authority.
Jesus told the disciples to carry a staff
but no bag, bread, or money. This is
somewhat similar to the behavior of traveling Cynic philosophers, but there are
also important differences. The Cynics
displayed no concern for public opinion,
material possessions, or the cultivation of
the arts. Rather, they subsisted by begging
from others (Wilson, 189). While like the
Cynics the disciples were to live as simply
as possible, they were not to become freeloaders. Thus, in contrast to the Cynic
teacher with his bag of donations, the
disciples were to carry no bag. They were
to demonstrate that their intentions were
different even if some of their methods
were the same.

A Challenging Lifestyle
Jesus also instructed the disciples on what
forms of hospitality they could accept.
Namely, they could accept lodging but not
money. Jesus challenged the disciples to
put their trust in him for their needs, but
he also wanted them to understand the
difference between true needs and simple
wants. Also, he understood the importance of his disciples’ example of what it
means to be a follower of Jesus.
The disciples’ ministry of healing and
casting out demons was not intended to
glorify themselves but God. They were
not involved in this traveling ministry for
the money. They were not to be confused
with the many religious charlatans,

Discerning what we truly need and what we
merely want is hard. It is easy to get so
accustomed to our material comforts that
we wonder how we survived before they
were invented! Then we view them as needs,
not wants. We fail to recognize that Jesus is
aware of what we truly need to survive.
I. The difference between needs and wants.
A. Realizing there are no guarantees in life.
B. Shaking the dust off our feet.
C. Recognizing needs and wants in
acceptance and rejection.
II. Trusting God to know our needs.
A. Trusting the unknown.
B. Being a devoted follower of Christ.
C. The challenge to give sacrificially.
III. Acting with Trust
A. The birds of the air.
B. Learning different ways to give.
C. Spiritual guidance for personal growth.

healers, and wandering teachers of that
time.
For example, accepting the first invitation of lodging they received rather than
moving around from house to house
ensured that the disciples did not attempt
to insult their hosts by fishing around for
more luxurious accommodations. Such
things were not needs, only wants.
Jesus makes it clear that being one of
his disciples is not a glamorous or materially rewarding way of life. It may even be
so difficult at times that rejection from
others necessitates that we shake the dust
off our shoes. In the ancient world, this
act was a gesture intended to curse a
place. Shaking the dust off one’s feet
rather than simply washing one’s hands
or garments implies a rejection of a place.
However, this act is also a symbol of the
human freedom we all possess. Mark may
not have intended the harsher
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connotation, but the symbolism still remains: the town has refused to hear of their God
and is thus in a sense under God’s curse (Perkins, 595, 596).
Being a disciple of Christ will be difficult at times. Jesus makes it clear that the
rewards, however, enhance our lives in the most wonderful and immeasurable ways
imaginable when we trust in him.

A Way to Begin
With all our modern conveniences, it is difficult to recognize the difference between
our needs and wants. Some differences are subtle and therefore difficult to see.
Furthermore, some people may reject us when the simplicity of our lives challenges
their extravagance. How can Jesus help us simplify our lives and accept the rejection of others?

❍ Facing Rejection

❍ Shaking off the Dust

God understands us well enough to know
what we need and what we merely want,
but it can be difficult to trust God’s judgment on this matter! Before and after
This lesson’s passage are two accounts of
people rejecting Jesus and his followers.
Jesus is forthright about the hardships of
being a disciple. Read the preceding and
following passages to help the group to
understand the focal passage more clearly.

When rejected, Jesus instructs his disciples to “shake off the dust that is on
[their] feet as a testimony against them.”
We face rejection every day, sometimes
because of our deeply held beliefs and
values.

Questions

➤ What does it mean for us to trust that
God understands our needs?
➤ How does Jesus take care of us when
we try to follow him?
➤ When do we feel Jesus has neglected us?
➤ How do we make sense of the biblical
teachings that (1) there are no guarantees of success in life and (2) we should
trust that our needs will be supplied?
➤ How does Jesus show us what our
needs and wants truly are?
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Questions

➤ When have you felt the need to “shake
the dust off your feet”?
➤ How can we “shake the dust off our
feet” in modern terms?
➤ When have you faced rejection when
standing up for your beliefs?
➤ How can simplifying one’s life result in
rejection from others?

A Way to Explore Scripture
Life was so different in Jesus’ day that we struggle to believe he can really identify with
the challenges of modern life. Even so, Scripture and Christian tradition bids us to
listen to him for constant guidance in our lives. How can we feel comfortable turning
to Jesus in times of human struggle?

❍ Trust

❍ Devotion

Trust is the key element to this passage,
yet it is also the most difficult aspect to
understand. This text gives us the
example of twelve people who seemingly
gave up all the wants of their lives—things
that defined who they were—and
proceeded down a road that was not only
unknown but also incredibly self-denying.
The fact that they did this willingly and
not under compulsion makes their story
even more incredible.

This passage is about being a devoted
follower of Christ, though it encompasses
many other elements as well. Jesus
instructs his followers not to bring any
money and to live off the hospitality of
others. Does this approach seem realistic
or practical to you?

Questions

➤ How does our call to discipleship and
ministry compare or contrast with that
of the first disciples?
➤ How is our call easier? How is it harder?
➤ How would you react if Jesus were to
walk into your home, assess your
possessions, and remove all of your
wants? What would be gone? What
would be left?
➤ Could you leave your family and
friends behind to follow Jesus?
➤ What other hard things did Jesus call
people to do in the Gospels?
➤ How can we find ways to trust Jesus
when he calls on us to do something
difficult?

Questions

➤ Was it fair for Jesus to forbid the disciples to indulge their wants even though
he guaranteed their needs?
➤ Why did Jesus take the attitude he did
toward material wants and needs?
➤ How can we apply this principle of
following Christ at any expense to our
lives today?
➤ Could you give up what the disciples
did? What made them able to do it?
➤ How do our possessions get in the way
of our discipleship? How do they get in
the way of our ministry to others?
➤ What does this passage say about the
marketing of Christian-themed
clothing, jewelry, music, tourism, or
other commodities?
➤ How does this passage challenge us to
give sacrificially?
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A Way to End
It is difficult for us to make sense of this passage. Do the disciples really only need a
few essential items for their journey? Not many today would offer food or a place to
stay to a stranger. How shall we reconcile this text with our lives so we can understand and apply what it is telling us?

❍ Giving Up Control

❍ Remembering God’s Blessings

We may say that we know God will supply
all our needs, but we also hope for a few
wants as well. Even Solomon in all his
glory was not clothed like one of the lilies
of the field that neither toil nor spin
(Mt 6:28-29)—but we are not lilies! It is
easy for us to read this passage but fail to
apply it.

Ask the following questions:

Questions

➤ In what tangible ways can we relinquish
control of even part of our lives to God?
➤ What would it look like to surrender
our wants to God? What would it look
like to surrender our needs to God?
➤ How can we create ways not only to give
to the church but to give sacrificially?
➤ What are other ways we can give to God?
➤ How can we rely on God to help us
grow in our giving?

Questions

➤ How do material things influence our
spiritual lives?
➤ How can our spiritual effectiveness
toward others be damaged by our accumulation of material goods?
➤ How can “shaking the dust off our feet”
be an example of spiritual strength
when tempted by our culture’s
consumerism?
Distribute copies of the
resource page “Remembering
God’s Blessings.” End the
class session by reading
responsively as a form of closing prayer.

Resources
Pheme Perkins, The New Interpreter’s Bible: Matthew–Mark
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1995).
J. A. Reynolds, “Mark,” Mercer Dictionary of the Bible, ed.
Watson E. Mills et al. (Macon: Mercer University Press,
1990).
Richard F. Wilson, “Cynics,” Mercer Dictionary of the Bible,
ed. Watson E. Mills et al. (Macon: Mercer University Press,
1990).
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Bible Background
The Gospel
Like all the Gospels, the title
“According to Luke” was added
decades later, and the Gospel is
technically anonymous. Though we can’t
be sure of the author’s identity, the earliest traditions of the church hold that the
third Gospel was written by Luke, the
physician who accompanied Paul on a
number of his mission journeys. It is
likely that whoever wrote this Gospel was
not a Jew or a native of Palestine. He does
not demonstrate the kind of intimate
knowledge of Jewish traditions or the
local geography that we see in the other
Gospels.
Luke approached his subject like any
other writer of history in the ancient
world. He begins with a “historiographic”
preface unlike anything we find in the
other Gospels. Historiography is “the
literary reconstruction of historical
events; the writing of history; and the
study and analysis of historical narrative”
(Ehrman, 426). By beginning his Gospel
in the manner of an ancient historian,
Luke demonstrates great educational
accomplishment and rhetorical polish. In
fact, Luke’s command of Greek is among
the strongest in the New Testament, and
the writing style of this Gospel is more
refined than Mark or Matthew. Luke is a
writer who demands we take his Gospel
seriously (Ehrman, 98).
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The readers of the Gospel were also
apparently Gentile believers. Luke seems
to write for an audience that is not intimately conversant with Judaism. For
example, the book of Matthew describes
Jesus as a Messiah with a strong Jewish
heritage. Luke, on the other hand, makes
his Gospel more understandable to
Gentiles. He does not include Matthew’s
account in 5:21-48, where Jesus listed
many ancient laws and gave his own interpretations. References to the Hebrew
Scriptures do not occur as often in Luke.
Also, Luke uses the term “Lord” instead
of “Rabbi” when referring to Jesus.
Finally, Matthew’s Gospel tracks Jesus’
lineage back to Abraham, which emphasizes Jesus’ Jewishness. In his genealogy
(Luke 3:23-38), Luke traces Jesus’ ancestry
all the way back to Adam to indicate he is
the Savior of all people.

The Parable
In this lesson’s passage there are two
central figures: a rich landowner and a
manager. The landowner was most likely
an absentee figure who counted on the
manager to manage his assets in the
country while he lived in the city.
The charge brought against the
manager of “squandering his property” is
a direct allusion to the prodigal son and
his squandering his inheritance. It is no
mistake that this passage occurs just after
the parable of the prodigal son and before
that of the rich man and the poor man,

Lazarus. We learn through the
manager’s internal monologue that he
is too proud to beg and not strong
enough to perform manual labor. At
this point, we do not learn why he
chooses to do what he does. We have to
learn at the same time as the master
(Culpepper, 307).
This parable is difficult for us to
understand because Jesus seems to
condone the manager’s seemingly dishonest behavior as something others should
emulate. Why would Jesus commend such
behavior? We try to justify it in various
ways: First, we may suggest that the
manager was cheating the master to gain
the trust and popularity of those in his
debt. Second, since the Old Testament
forbids the charging of interest
(Deut 23:19-20), the manager may have
been acting righteously by removing the
interest his master imposed. Finally, it is
possible that the amount the manager
removed from the debtors’ bills was his
own commission.
This last possibility may be the easiest
to accept morally. However, with so many
missing details, such as the amount of the
manager’s usual commission, and the fact
that each debt seemed to be reduced by a
random amount, this interpretation is
unlikely, however appealing it may be. We
return to the parable with more questions
than answers and struggle with the question of why Jesus would condone such
actions (Culpepper, 308).
The most important thing to remember about this passage is that some things
are worth more than money. In the
ancient world, people prized honor or
reputation above money, and the
manager’s actions would certainly have
enhanced the master’s honor in the
community. By forgiving the master’s
debts, the manager made the master
appear generous and charitable.
The manager did what he thought
best with the resources he had. Though
Jesus challenges us to be childlike in our
faith, this is not the same thing as being
naïve. Jesus, however, beckoned his disci-
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How can our wealth best be used for the
good of others? It’s difficult for us to know
the most effective way to use our wealth
since there are so many things we can do
with it for the cause of Christ. Scripture is
full of suggestions for helping those around
us. It is up to us to apply those examples to
make the best use of the resources God has
given us.
I. Looking to others as an example
A. How can we use our place in society to
be an example to others?
B. What is our motivation to help others?
C. What do the different scenarios of the
shrewd steward tell us about ourselves?
II. Looking to Scripture for examples
A. What models does Scripture give us?
B. What are we already doing?
C. Creative examples of items of wealth.
III. We can all give
A. Deciding between our various
“masters.”
B. Looking toward the church.
C. Using our resources to the best of our
ability.

ples to be “wise as serpents and innocent
as doves” (Mt 10:16). Though it is not
easy for us to commend the manager’s
actions, the parable gives us an example
of how we should approach the urgency
of the coming kingdom of God. The
manager’s time was running out before
he faced judgment from his master. He
had to think on his feet, and he chose to
take a bold course of action, which, if
successful, would win his master’s
commendation.
Luke used this context to record additional sayings of Jesus on the subject of
material goods. Verses 10-13 are all
proverbial sayings that in no way depend
on the parable. Verses 10-12 are all

categorized as what logicians call “an argument a fortiori, that is an argument from the
lesser to the greater” (Craddock, 191-192). Our lives are centered on the tasks of daily
living, no matter how routine they seem. These sayings teach us that life is full of small
opportunities. The manager, no longer the servant for his master, chose another master
who readily forgives the debts of others.

A Way to Begin
It is difficult for us to know how best to use our wealth when we are not sure what
the Bible considers our wealth to be. We are so accustomed to defining wealth as
money that we fail to recognize the countless blessings God has given us. The
Bible measures our wealth in a number of ways.

❍ Sharing One’s Blessings

❍ What Is Wealth?

Divide the class into groups of three or
four. Ask each group to come up with
names of people, past or present, famous
or not, who use (or have used) the gifts
and blessings God gave them (finances,
education, gifts and abilities, etc.) for the
good of others. Share your examples with
the class. After everyone has shared, ask
the following questions:

Ask the group what things they would
place in the category of “wealth.” Invite
volunteers to read the following passages:
Galatians 5:13-14, 22-26; 2 Chronicles
1:11-14; Micah 6:8; Ephesians 1:7;
Colossians 3:16. Ask the questions below.

Questions

➤ Is it (or was it) easy for those people to
give their resources for the betterment
of others? Why or why not? Did they
give sacrificially?
➤ Did any of these people endure criticism for their actions?
➤ Why did they give of their “wealth” in
the first place? How many of them
would claim spiritually motivated
reasons for their generosity?
➤ How can we emulate these people?
➤ Is there a difference between Christian
charity and non-Christian charity?

Questions

➤ What types of riches or wealth are
described in these passages?
➤ Where do these riches come from?
➤ What are we supposed to do with them?
➤ What riches do you have that can be
used for a greater good?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
Using our resources for the good of others requires us to be creative risk-takers.
This can be a struggle for many of us. Sometimes we forget the many ways the Bible
teaches us to share our wealth with others.

❍ Why Did He Do It?

❍ Biblical Applications

There are a variety of ways to explain the
manager’s actions that may help us to
understand the story more fully if not
relate to him better. Discuss each of the
following scenarios for interpreting the
parable of the “dishonest manager”:

Invite volunteers to read the following
verses. For each passage, discuss the
questions below.
➤ Leviticus 27:30-34
➤ Deuteronomy 15:7-11
➤ Psalm 49:16-20
➤ Luke 3:10-14
➤ Luke 12:13-21

➤ The manager was acting righteously by
canceling the exorbitant and illegal
interest imposed by the master.
➤ The manager reduced the debt by the
amount of his commission.
➤ The manager was reducing the size of
the debts in order to gain the favor of
the debtors and enhance his master’s
reputation in the community.
What arguments seem to favor each
interpretation? (You may wish to divide
the class into groups and have each group
argue for one of the options.)

Questions

➤ With which scenario are you most
comfortable? Why?
➤ Which scenario is most likely, regardless of your comfort level? Why?
➤ Could there be another interpretation
of the manager’s actions? What would
that interpretation be?
➤ How is this parable unlike Jesus’ other
parables? How is it similar?
➤ What makes this a difficult parable for
us to hear?
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Questions

➤ How can this passage directly apply to
my life? The life of our church? The life
of our community?
➤ How are we as individuals already
doing this? How are we already doing it
as a church?
➤ How are these instructions realistic?
How are they unrealistic?
➤ Why is it difficult to share our wealth,
time, possessions, and emotions with
others?

A Way to End
No matter our social or economic standing, Jesus is able to help all of us to be generous
with the gifts we have. There are many ways to use the resources God gave us to help
those around us. How can we become more faithful stewards of God’s riches?

❍ Faithful Servants

❍ Creative Stewardship

Distribute copies of the
Scripture passage found on
the resource page “Faithful
Servants.” Have each class
member take a copy and place it somewhere it will be seen often in the week
ahead. Ask the following questions:

Discuss ways the church could use its
resources for the good of its community.
Think creatively about the resources your
church members have that could be used
to meet the needs of others. Don’t limit
yourselves to discussing financial assets:
think about skills, facilities, and other
resources available to your congregation.
Ask the following questions:

Questions

➤ How have we failed to live up to these
truths?
➤ How have we succeeded?
➤ How many masters do we have in our
lives?
➤ How can Jesus speak to us through
these verses?

Questions

➤ Have these resources been used for the
church or community already?
➤ How might the church be limiting itself
in terms of the stewardship of its
resources? Why do you suppose this is?
➤ How has the church risen to the challenge of helping people outside its
membership?
Close in prayer. Ask God to help your
church to remain faithful in its use of
resources on behalf of others.

Resources
Fred B. Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: John
Knox, 1990).
Alan Culpepper, “Luke,” The New Interpreter’s Bible
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1995).
Bart D. Ehrman, The New Testament: A Historical Introduction
to the Early Christian Writings (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1997).
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Lesson

Bible Background
Honor and Wealth
Often in Scripture, wealth is
interpreted as a sign of God’s
goodness and favor. Job’s friends
suspected his sudden poverty meant that
God was punishing him for some hidden
sin. The book of Proverbs consistently
lays out a correlation between
righteousness and material prosperity.
The Bible implies—and sometimes states
outright—that people are wealthy because
God has blessed them. In other portions
of Scripture, most notably the prophets,
the rich are condemned for gaining their
wealth through dishonest means. In
particular, the prophets rail against those
who become rich by defrauding or
mistreating the poor.
Wealth, therefore, can come as the
result of either righteous or unrighteous
actions. When the Bible is silent about
the sources of rich people’s wealth,
readers must consider both possibilities.
Even so, in the absence of evidence to the
contrary, most peasants in first-century
Israel would have assumed a rich person
had become rich by unscrupulous means.
An honorable rich man would therefore
make a special effort to dispel any
concerns about his character. He would
be forthright about his business dealings,
often discussing his plans with others to
assure them that everything was above
board. Furthermore, he would share a
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YOU CAN’ T TAKE IT
WITH YOU
Luke 12:13-31

portion of his windfall with the community through conspicuous acts of charity.

Wisdom and Wealth
In the Gospels, Jesus does not seem as
concerned with the source of wealth as he
is with what people do with it. From the
rich man who was challenged to give up
everything in order to enter into heaven
(Mt 19:21) to the prodigal son
(Lk 15:11-32), there are countless stories
of the dangers of misusing money and
how this harms relationships. Most
important, Jesus shows us how we may
use our resources most productively.
Earlier passages in Luke (1:51-53; 6:24;
8:14) prepare us for Jesus’ strong words
against those who would hoard their
money. If one’s fields have brought forth
an abundant harvest, it is a blessing from
God intended to be shared with others.
Jesus makes it clear throughout Scripture
that what we earn is not for us alone but
is a gift of God to be used for the
common good.
It is difficult, however, to be wise with
our wealth. We are commanded to share
our resources, but we also realize that
lean times sometimes come. How much
are we allowed to hold back for a rainy
day? Even in the Bible we read of Joseph’s
wise advice to Pharaoh to store some of
the harvest in view of a coming famine
(Gen 41:35-36). It is easier to be generous
with others in times of plenty.

The apocryphal book of Sirach
warns us of the perils of misusing our
wealth:
Good things and bad, life and death,
poverty and wealth, come from the
Lord. The Lord’s gift remains with the
devout, and his favor brings lasting
success. One becomes rich through
diligence and self-denial, and the
reward allotted to him is this: when
he says, “I have found rest, and now I
shall feast on my goods!” he does not
know how long it will be until he
leaves them to others and dies.
(Sir 11:14-19)

Like the parable of the rich fool, this
passage includes a private soliloquy in
which the rich person takes satisfaction
in the knowledge that his material needs
are fulfilled. In Luke, however, the rich
man is a fool (v. 20) who ponders not how
to share his wealth but how to hoard it.
Jesus exposes the selfishness and greediness of these thoughts. It is an example of
the warning Jesus had just given the
Pharisees coming to pass:
Nothing is covered up that will not be
uncovered, and nothing is secret that
will not become known. Therefore
whatever you have said in the dark
will be heard in the light, and what
you have whispered behind closed
doors will be proclaimed from the
housetops. (Lk 12:2-3)

Even if we say such things only in our
hearts, they cannot remain hidden from
God.

Worry and Wealth
The second major theme in this passage is
anxiety (vv. 22-31). Despite many pious
clichés to the contrary, anxiety is not
always portrayed negatively in the New
Testament. For example, Paul was rightfully anxious about the churches he had
planted (2 Cor 11:28), and Timothy was
anxious about the welfare of the
Philippians (Phil 2:20). The difference

Money can do much good in this world, yet
it can be the single most destructive element
to any relationship, whether personal or
professional. How can we use money most
productively in our own lives and in the lives
of those around us?
I. The source of our resources.
A. What defines wealth?
B. Where does our wealth come from?
C. How can we best use our wealth?
II. Knowing what to do with our wealth.
A. What is money for?
B. How can it make us happy? How can it
make others happy?
C. What Scripture says about money and
relationships.
III. Balancing God’s kingdom with our
earthly resources.
A. Putting our spiritual gifts to use.
B. What do we sacrifice for God?
C. What we gain for ourselves and for the
kingdom of God.

between these instances and this passage,
however, is that Jesus was speaking in
Luke 12 about humanity’s preoccupation
with material possessions. When we
worry about material goods, we get
caught up in trying to figure out when
enough is enough. This is when we begin
to reflect a “lack of trust in God, a lack of
interest in the kingdom and a lack of
generosity toward those in need”
(Craddock, 164).
Concern for people in need is
commendable, but anxiety over things is
not. It doesn’t add anything positive to
one’s life. Jesus challenges us to consider
the birds and the flowers. They serve as
examples of complete dependence on
God. We must also look to God to supply
our needs. We are called to seek God’s
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kingdom and not add to our lists of things to be anxious about. It is God’s full intention that we inherit God’s kingdom (v. 32). Anxiety about lesser things is merely a
distraction.

A Way to Begin
All that we have comes from God. That is not to say, however, that God blesses
some of us and not others. We all enjoy abundant blessings, if not materially then
in terms of relationships, abilities, strengths, and accomplishments. God is wise in
the apportionment of gifts.

❍ Using Our Gifts

❍ Pay It Forward

We are born with unique gifts from God.
Discuss the gifts in evidence among the
members of the class.

The movie Pay It Forward (Warner
Brothers, 2000) is about Trevor McKinney,
a sensitive boy with a difficult life. When
Trevor’s teacher, Mr. Simonet, assigns the
students a project in which they must
devise a plan to change the world—and
then put the plan into action—Trevor
comes up with his plan to “pay it
forward.” Each person must do a favor
(“something big”) for three different
people in need. Those three people, in
return, must do something for three more
people. As Trevor begins his project, his
idea to “pay it forward” sparks a chain of
events few people could have foreseen.

Questions

➤ How have you used your gifts in the
church? In the community? At work?
➤ How have these gifts kindled relationships with those around you?
➤ Has using your gift ever damaged a
relationship? How?
➤ How can we as a class collectively use
our resources for the good of others?
➤ How would this foster relationships
with others?

Questions

➤ When have you performed “random
acts of kindness”? Were you expecting
anything in return?
➤ How realistic is Trevor’s plan?
➤ Trevor’s project proposes that we treat
one another with love. How is this
similar to our lives as Christians?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
How should we use the gifts God gives us? When should we save and when should
we share? This a difficult balance to strike. There is always need in the world, yet we
have our own needs as well.

❍ Money Provides…

❍ Parables about Relationships

Distribute copies of the
resource page “Money
Provides…” Explain that it is
difficult to know when
enough is enough. When do we feel stable
enough financially to share with others?
Ask class members to complete the
handout, contrasting the things money
can buy with the things it can’t. Invite
volunteers to share their statements with
the class. Ask the following discussion
questions:

Money can ruin relationships. Misuse of
money can destroy trust, respect, and the
wellbeing of others. Therefore, it is
important to be able to recognize when
we should pursue our financial interests
and when it is more appropriate to focus
on matters of greater value and
significance.
Invite volunteers to read the following
passages:
➤ Luke 12:13-15
➤ Luke 10:29-37
➤ Luke 15:11-32

Questions

➤ Why can money not provide certain
things?
➤ Was there a time when you thought or
hoped that money could provide these
things?
➤ What things that money can provide
make you truly happy?
➤ When did you first realize that money
could not buy everything?
➤ Which do we value more: the things
money can’t buy or the things it can?
Which does our culture value more?
How can you tell?

Questions

➤ What do these parables have in
common?
➤ What differences do you see?
➤ Who is our brother, sister, or neighbor?
➤ Why is it difficult to see certain people
as our brothers, sisters, or neighbors?
➤ What was it about the Samaritan in
Luke 10 that made him act differently
from the brothers in the other parables?
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A Way to End
We cannot discuss money without discussing the influence our concern for money
has on our relationships. The rich fool died alone because he was consumed with
acquiring wealth. His fate is a warning for each of us.

❍ Spiritual Blessings

❍ Admirer or Disciple?

Through both example and instruction,
Jesus gives us guidance about how to treat
others. Read Matthew 5:1-16, pausing for
reflection after each verse.

When Clarence Jordan, founder of the
controversial Koinonia Farm outside of
Americus, Georgia, asked his brother
Robert, an attorney, to be his official legal
counsel, his brother initially declined.
Robert saw being too closely associated
with Koinonia Farm as an impediment to
his career. Clarence challenged Robert by
calling him not a disciple of Jesus but
merely an admirer.

Questions

➤ What “resources” does Jesus identify in
these verses?
➤ When is it right to keep these
“resources” to ourselves?
➤ What does it cost to keep these
“resources” to ourselves? What does it
cost to share them?
➤ How can we live as Jesus intended?
What would the world be like if more
people did this?

Questions

➤ Are we disciples of Christ or are we
admirers? What changes would we have
to make to place ourselves firmly in the
“disciple” category?
➤ Who are some of the genuine disciples
you have known?
➤ What relationships could we enhance
by giving either money or time to our
church? To our community? At work?
In our families?

Resources
Fred B. Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: John
Knox, 1990).
Alan Culpepper, “Luke,” The New Interpreter’s Bible
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1995).
James C. Howell, Servants, Misfits, and Martyrs (Nashville:
Upper Room Books, 1997).
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GIVING INVENTORY
Try to remember how much of yourself or your finances you gave to the following causes
during the past six months:

Volunteering at local organizations

Church events

Tithing (literal 10%)

Donations to organizations

Attending church worship/
Sunday school

Offering grace to others

Forgiving others’ debts
(financial or other wise)

Money for the homeless

Time with the homeless

Charitable campaigns at work

Other?
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REMEMBERING GOD’S BLESSINGS
Leader: Help us to remember, O God, that all we have is provided by you.
Group: Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Leader: Help us to remember, O God, that you are always faithful to us in ways both seen
and unseen.
Group: Praise God all creatures here below.

Leader: Help us to remember, O God, that you ask us to give of ourselves no more than
we are able to offer.
Group: Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.

Leader: Thank you, O God, for your Son and Spirit to guide us through our actions and
decisions that impact how our lives take shape in trying to live the way you would have us live.
Group: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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“FAITHFUL SERVANTS”
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest
also in much. If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the
true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own?
No slave can serve two masters; for a
slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth” (Lk 16:10-13)

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest
also in much. If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the
true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own?
No slave can serve two masters; for a
slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth” (Lk 16:10-13)

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest
also in much. If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the
true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own?
No slave can serve two masters; for a
slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth” (Lk 16:10-13)

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest
also in much. If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the
true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own?
No slave can serve two masters; for a
slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth” (Lk 16:10-13)
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MONEY PROVIDES…
Complete the following statements as many ways as you can.
“Money provides __________________________________________________________________.”
“Money does not provide __________________________________________________________.”

“Money provides __________________________________________________________________.”
“Money does not provide __________________________________________________________.”

“Money provides __________________________________________________________________.”
“Money does not provide __________________________________________________________.”

“Money provides __________________________________________________________________.”
“Money does not provide __________________________________________________________.”

“Money provides __________________________________________________________________.”
“Money does not provide __________________________________________________________.”

“Money provides __________________________________________________________________.”
“Money does not provide __________________________________________________________.”

Source: Fred B. Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: John Knox, 1990), 61.
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