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A View from the Pew: Hugs and Kisses

STUDY GU
IDE
May–August 2021

Church in the time of COVID-19 is such a different experience that seminary
students will be writing dissertations unraveling its impact on people of faith
for years to come.
Among the many differences in church life during the pandemic is the
absence of physical touch during our gatherings. The omission of handshakes
and hugs leaves us feeling more isolated, even when we are together. Last
Sunday as I set up in the parking lot for my church’s outdoor, in-person,
socially distanced worship, I was suddenly aware that a wave and nod was as
much of a physical manifestation of my care and concern as I could display.
My smile was even nullified by a mask.
Churches have coped with the pandemic thanks to a number of technological innovations, but there is no virtual replacement for the hugs and kisses
we have exchanged at church gatherings for centuries. I fear when we emerge
from this pandemic we will have lost it forever. Even after we have a vaccine
and COVID-19 is just another of the viruses we navigate each year, it will take
years for us to reach out for a hug without hesitation.
Like most elements of our lives that make a subtle difference in our state
of mind, it’s easy to miss the impact of a hug until it’s suddenly removed from
your life. As a more reserved hugger, it represents an openness I’m not often
willing to express. By giving and receiving a hug at church, I am affirmed and
opened to the work of the Holy Spirit in my life and relationships. Hugs mean
openness.
There is plenty of concrete evidence that we need to respect people’s
physical boundaries for a host of good reasons, including a person’s past
experience with abuse or a non-pandemic-related health challenge. But some
of us need the invitation to open ourselves to other people in ways that are safe
and healthy. This kind of openness happens best in a loving and supportive
environment like family or church family.
Until it’s safe, we will have to forego the emotional and spiritual affirmation of a hug or what the Apostle Paul called in 1 Corinthians “a holy kiss.”
I want the memory of not hugging to be imprinted on me during this time,
so that I become more open to the embrace of others post-pandemic.
In the meantime, do all you can to stay safe from COVID-19, and when
this is over, save a hug for me.
Lance Wallace is a Baptist layperson and member of Parkway Baptist Church
in Johns Creek, GA.
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Formations

FTB75

Formations Teaching Bundle

Bundle includes:
1 Study Guide;
1 Teaching Guide;
1 Resource Kit;
1 Commentary;
1 Reflections Guide

43219

Learner’s Study Guide

6.49

43218

Formations Teaching Guide

9.49

43217

Formations Resource Kit

12.49

43216

Formations Commentary

6.49

Connections

CTB75

Connections Teaching Bundle

63219

Connections Study Guide

6.49

63218

Connections Teaching Guide

9.49

63217

Connections Resource Kit

12.49

63216

Connections Commentary

6.49

RB75

Reflections Bundle (50 copies)

93215

Reflections Devotional Guide

332158

Youth Intersection Teaching Guide

Bundle includes:
1 Study Guide;
1 Teaching Guide;
1 Resource Kit;
1 Commentary;
1 Reflections Guide

Reflections
Youth

TOTAL

29.99

5.49
27.99

Visit www.nextsunday.com to order

SUBTOTAL
Subtract 5% when order is paid by January 31, 2021 (—)

Customers in destinations outside
the Continental USA will be billed
actual shipping charges in a
 ddition
to product handling costs.

LF66

[

Mail your full payment
with your order by
January 31, 2021, and
receive a 5% d
 iscount.

On-time Delivery

To ensure delivery of all
materials by April 1, 2021,
place your order online or by
phone or mail by
January 31, 2021.

209.99

NEW! FaithSteps for Children download

or

Pay early & save!

29.99

Intersection Youth Pages free download is now included with Teaching Guide

Shipping & Handling
Information

All NextSunday
curriculum lines offer
4 months of study per
trimester.

o Delivery to a business or church address (+)
(9% of subtotal; $6.50 minimum)

o Delivery to a home address or

Post Office Box (+)
(16% of subtotal; $7.00 minimum)

Add Sales Tax: GA=7%; SC=6%

TAX (+)

Standing Orders
While additions to your
Standing Order can be
made at any time,
reductions must be made
by Jan. 31, 2021,
to apply to the May–
August 2021 trimester.

Returns

All returns must arrive in
unused and sellable condition
within 30 days of receipt of
merchandise. We recommend
that you send returns in a
traceable manner.

TOTAL
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