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WHAT ’S IN YOUR TEACHING GUIDE
This Teaching Guide has three purposes:
➤ to give the teacher tools for focusing on the content of the session in the Study Guide.
➤ to give the teacher additional Bible background information.
➤ to give the teacher variety and choice in preparation.
The Teaching Guide includes two major components: Teacher Helps and Teacher Options.

Teacher Helps
Bible Background
Teaching Outline

The Study Guide is your main
source of Bible study material.
This section helps you more fully
understand and
interpret the Scripture text.

provides you with an outline
of the main themes in the
Study Guide.

Teacher Options
The next three sections provide a beginning, middle, and end
for the session, with focus paragraphs in between.

Focus Paragraphs
are printed in italics at the top of the page because they
are the most important part of the Teaching Guide. These
paragraphs will help you move your class from “what the text
meant” to “what the text means.”

You Can Choose!
There is more material in each session than you can use, so choose the options from each section
to tailor the session to the needs of your group.

Prepare Before the Session
Read the session for today in the Study Guide. Then read the options in this Teaching
Guide, placing checkmarks beside the activities you plan to include. After you have decided
which options to use, gather the appropriate materials.
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Bible Background
The Acts of the Apostles is
unique. It is not a Gospel, an
epistle, or a book of prophecy.
In a sense, Acts is “volume 2” of
Luke’s account of Christianity. Like the
Gospel of Luke, Acts is written to
Theophilus, “lover of God.” Theophilus
may refer to a specific Christian unknown
to us, or it may be any reader who loves
God. At any rate, Acts picks up where the
Gospel of Luke leaves off.
There are two major theories about
when Acts was written. The Apostle Paul’s
martyrdom occurred between AD 65–67,
during the reign of Nero. One school of
thought has Luke finishing his work
before Paul’s death, since Acts closes
before this event. Others argue that the
writer of Acts appears to view the events
with the eye of an historian who has
another fifteen or so years of perspective
from which to reflect upon these events.
Acts includes several purposes. First,
it demonstrates that the gospel had
spread freely across much of the eastern
and northern edges of the Mediterranean
basin. It also offers evidence of the essential role of the Holy Spirit in the earliest
development of the church. Most importantly, Acts seeks to lead readers to faith
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
We refer to Matthew 28:19-20 as the
Great Commission. Jesus commanded his
followers to make disciples among people
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of all ethnic groups or nations. These
missionaries, or “sent ones,” were to serve
as midwives at the birth of new communities, baptizing and teaching while sensing
the clear presence of Christ among them,
wherever they went.
The passage for today includes both
Luke’s prologue (1:1-5) and the ascension
scene (1:6-11). The prologue connects the
book of Acts with the third Gospel. Luke
refers to his “former work” to remind the
reader that Jesus’ work began earlier. It
was with Jesus that the disciples learned
what discipleship is all about. The ascension, which Luke also includes at the end
of the third Gospel, serves as the ordination of the disciples. No longer will they
follow and watch, now they must follow
and do. Now they will put what they
learned into practice serving as Jesus’
witnesses worldwide. Acts 1:8, therefore,
serves as a road map by which the disciples could fulfill their commission. They
were to start at the seat of power—
Jerusalem. From Jerusalem, the word went
to great cities, towns, and villages, to fine
homes and back alleys. Surely Judea was
the next beneficiary, followed by Samaria.
Yes, Samaria, that despised province of
“half-breeds” and backsliders, the region
around which Galileans would skirt in
their pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Once the
disciples swallowed that bitter pill and
served those of Samaria, the whole world
awaited the good news.

Just as the earliest Christians had a
mission assignment, so do we. God was
working to change the disciples’ expectations from a new material kingdom
to the spiritual reign of God in the
hearts and lives of all people. In today’s
terms, these new believers had to adjust
quickly to an enormous paradigm shift.
Centuries of interpretations of Old
Testament prophecy and a few years of
heady expectation in the person of Jesus
of Nazareth required radical rethinking.
The ascension provided the “wake-up
call” for the apostles. It was time to rely
on what Jesus had taught them, to
remember his promises, and to trust in
their fulfillment. Pentecost supplied the
remaining equipment the first church
needed. Overcome and then sustained by
the Holy Spirit, the new community of
faith was ready to make history. Only
with the aid of the Spirit were they
prepared for the adventures ahead,
crossing countless boundaries in Jesus’
name.

Introduction: Acts 1:1-11 holds the itinerary (1:8b) for the great adventure of
sharing the gospel across geographical and
cultural boundaries. The focus moves from
end-time speculation to current and future
mission. It has inspired missionaries, evangelists, church planters, and teachers for
two millennia. The role of disciples is to
bear witness to God, leaving conversion to
the Holy Spirit’s power.
I. The Role of a Witness
A. To tell what one has seen
B. To pass on what one has heard
II. The Promise and the Command
A. Power would be received
B. Witness must be given
III. The Who, What, When, Where, and
How of Witnessing
A. Each believer
B. Bears witness
C. After baptism
D. From a home base of power, to the
region, to the neglected, to the world
E. In the power of the Holy Spirit
IV. From a Geographic to a Spiritual
Journey
A. From neighbors to countrymen, from
enemies to everywhere
B. From comfort zones to places we once
avoided, from the familiar to the
foreign
V. Your “Jerusalem” as a Place to Begin
A. The center might not be home
B. Where your witnessing debut can be
most effective
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A Way to Begin
Teaching this session requires helping learners make the transition from “what the
text meant” to “what the text means.” First, we must understand why the witness
of the early church was important. We must also understand why being a witness is
still a vital role for all believers.
There is one key point to instill: The emphasis is on the personal mandate. We are to
be witnesses—not just in our community, but in the most uncomfortable places for us (the strange
and offensive places, too). To those who first heard these words, it was a scandal to think of sharing
holy matters with Samaritans and the heathen beyond. In this unit, we will challenge learners to reexamine their suppositions. Rather than relying on praying for and giving to, learners will need to
consider going themselves.

❍ An Exercise in Imagination

After reading aloud today’s passage,
explain that this scene is the final of a
series of appearances Jesus made to his
disciples following the resurrection. Ask
your group to recall and describe some
of the other appearances (for example,
Lk. 24:13-53).
Now ask the group to imagine that
they are among those who have been
following Jesus. Use the following
questions to guide discussion.

Questions

➤ What are they expecting of Jesus?
➤ What would they like to hear Jesus say?
➤ How do they feel about being a
witness?
➤ How do they feel about the places Jesus
is asking them to go?
➤ How confident are they about being
able to fulfill this commandment?
➤ Do you think the original disciples
realized the magnitude of the cause on
which they were about to embark?

❍ Meaning of Witness

Begin by reading aloud the session text.
Read again verse 8b: “You will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Ask your group to dialogue about
occasions when they have been
witnesses—in court, at a wedding, in a
work situation, recalling an experience to
a spouse or friend, sharing their faith.
Discuss the importance of the role of a
witness. What does a witness provide?
How has the witness of others influenced
your spiritual journey? (Note: Be prepared
to share from your own experience the
answers to these questions. You may want
to record your own impressions of how
you felt as you sought to answer these
questions yourself. Your example might
allow other learners to share more freely.)
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A Way to Explore Scripture
For many, this passage of Scripture is very familiar. Many may think they understand
and are in the process of fulfilling Jesus’ command. However, when we consider
that people from all parts of the world have now come to our
doorstep, the idea of missions takes on a different flavor. Now, we might translate
the familiar “go and make disciples” passage that closes Matthew’s Gospel this way: As you go to
the market, as you go across the street, make disciples of all nations represented among immigrants, refugees, students from abroad. As you cross town, look with different eyes at those
neighborhoods you may have avoided.

❍ Challenges Then and Now

Use the session outline to work through
the session. Provide learners an opportunity to ask questions or make comments
as you go. Ask your group to consider
whether the directive given by Jesus has
more to do with attitudes toward people
than geography. Use the following questions to guide discussion.

Questions

➤ What did it mean to the apostles to be
witnesses in Jerusalem?
➤ What were the challenges of being a
witness in Jerusalem?
➤ Where is your Jerusalem?
➤ What are the challenges of being a
witness in your Jerusalem?
➤ How can you be a more effective
witness?

❍ Finding Your Mission Field

After leading your class through the
outline of the session, ask a volunteer to
read the following excerpt from Ana
D’Amico, who was bearing witness in New
York City among the diplomatic community at the time of this reflection:
“Do you find yourself wishing you knew
where your Jerusalem, your Judea, your
Samaria are? I do. On that day of goodbyes, a most puzzling day, a painful day,
why did Jesus mention Jerusalem, and
Judea and Samaria and then disappear?
Have you ever wondered about that?
I have.
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Is today’s meeting with a New Yorker
my Jerusalem? Was last month’s experience in Harlem my Judea, perhaps my
Samaria? I don’t know. I don’t have a clear
answer.
Among those who lost their lives in
the World Trade Center on September 11
were many undocumented workers who
washed windows and floors and delivered
food at the World Trade Center. They did
not exist officially, so their families
became the forgotten people.
The wife of one of those workers tried,
frantically, to find her husband…Who is
she? A woman of Samaria, or Judea, or
Jerusalem? I don’t know.
In a day of good-byes, Jesus gave a
plan, a plan with few details. I am
convinced that we are still grieving his
absence and we are still trying to figure
out his plan. What we do understand is
that we are to go, with love and compassion in our heart. Jesus’ words, expressed
in a day of good-byes, are real and they are
for us and we go, by faith, looking for our
Jerusalems, and Judeas, and our
Samarias.”

Questions

➤ What role did grief play in the actions
and thoughts of the apostles?
➤ What did it take for the apostles to be
effective witnesses in Jerusalem? What
will it take for us to be effective
witnesses in our Jerusalems?

A Way to End
Jesus’ final words before his ascension are relevant to all believers. For many, this
passage, along with Matthew 28:19-20, forms the basis of our call to evangelism and
missions. If we are to be effective and faithful witnesses, we must seek out the
contemporary relevance of Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the world.
For first-century Christians, the message of Acts was reassuring because they were living out
their faith in the face of persecution. In the twenty-first century, we continue to be
reassured by the actions and words of the “great cloud of witnesses,” those who
have gone before us. Each generation has shown us what it means to be a witness in Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and everywhere in the world, though the geographical locations change with the
centuries.

❍ Bringing It Home

As you close this session, lead your group
in a time of reflection about the challenge
of Jesus’ words, what all of this means to
us today, and how we can be increasingly
effective witnesses. Use the following
questions to guide discussion.

Questions

➤ Who has been a witness to you? What
made their witness effective? What did
you learn from their approach to
witnessing?
➤ Who needs to hear/see your witness?
➤ What can your church do to help you
develop your understand of being a
witness in Jerusalem?

❍ Living a Witness

Share this story and ask the class to
respond from their own experience:
In a new church on La Reunion, a tiny
French Creole island in the Indian Ocean
(east of Madagascar), believers were diligent and intentional in sharing a witness
of Christ’s work in their lives.
Claudine, a young mother of two,
thought she had little to contribute. She
did not feel comfortable speaking in
worship or leading Bible studies. Besides,
she reasoned, her time was limited by
family responsibilities.
Her fellow church members, however,
encouraged her to do what she did best:
prepare and deliver meals for the sick and

elderly, sew clothes for neglected children,
and encourage women who had alcohol
addictions to seek help. Claudine devoted
her spare time to serving her neighbors.
Each month new believers joined the
congregation. Soon it became apparent
that more people were finding faith in
Christ because of the actions of Claudine
than through the preaching, teaching, or
door-to-door witnessing of others.
Claudine recognized the value of her gifts.
She was the presence of Christ in her
community.

Questions

➤ What are some ways in which your
congregation lives out its witness?
➤ Is a “living” witness viewed as effective
as the spoken word?
➤ When have you experienced someone
living out the presence of Christ?
➤ What are your gifts for witnessing?
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Bible Background
Most scholars believe that
Luke used the Gospel of Mark
as one of his sources. From the
first few verses of chapter 1, Luke
indicates that he has read other accounts
of the life and ministry of Jesus, some no
doubt lost in antiquity. He wanted his
readers to consider him an historian who
did not rely solely on others’ documents
but interviewed original eyewitnesses for
information.
Consequently, many of the stories in
Luke are similar to one or more of the
other Gospels. Comparing these stories
sheds light on the various emphases of
each Gospel writer. Nuances of meaning
emerge, and fresh details illuminate the
text. The details vary depending upon the
point of view of the witness, as well as
what a particular observer might consider
important. Such is the case with Luke,
who shows, by his choice of words and
the events he includes, a desire to highlight the global claims of the gospel and
its worldwide appeal. His purpose
becomes even more evident in the Acts of
the Apostles. Early in Acts, Luke shares
the mandate of Jesus Christ to witness in
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and around
the world.
The passage on which we focus this
week is one example of a motif that runs
throughout Luke’s two books: Jesus’
ongoing concern for people who need to
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hear of God’s reign. Luke’s pace is quick:
Jesus is on the move, history is being
made, events are large and dramatic. For
example, John the Baptizer, Jesus’ forerunner, was a dynamic personality: “He
went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Lk 3:3).
The story picks up strength as Jesus
begins his ministry, going first into the
wilderness and returning to Galilee, especially to Capernaum. He enters Nazareth
and then travels back to Capernaum, a
fishing town on the north side of the Sea
of Galilee. Jesus had spent time in
Capernaum before. He had even
performed miracles in the town. Jesus
himself referenced these events when he
spoke in the synagogue of Nazareth. Now
he has returned. He healed Simon’s
mother-in-law of her fever, which
unleashed another outpouring of interest
in his miraculous touch and in his
command of the spiritual world.
It was this latter ability that gave the
people such confidence in Jesus. To their
amazement, he had no fear of demons, or
of Satan. In fact, he rebuked demons, cast
them out, and commanded them not to
speak.
The Gospel writers reinforce the view
that Jesus wanted to keep secret his identity as the Messiah. They interpret his
silencing of the demons, especially when
they call him the Son of God, as evidence
that he sought to keep his identity a

secret until a later moment. Among
biblical scholars, however, Jesus’ selfawareness as the Messiah remains a
debate. Indeed, the Scriptures are clear
that the Gospel writers considered Jesus
fully aware at an early stage in his life of
who he really was and what his mission
would be.
The stage is set in Luke 4, our focal
passage. A crisis surrounds Jesus, since
everyone in Capernaum is clamoring for
his attention and trying to keep him
occupied there. They do not want him to
leave, as he had recently done when he
visited Nazareth. Amid these entreaties,
Jesus finds a directive in the quiet prayer
time of early-morning solitude and
silence. His agenda for the new day would
give insight into an ever-expanding
program for proclaiming the reign of God
in the hearts and lives of his people.

Introduction: Luke 4:40-44 is a twoparagraph summary of all that is to follow
in Luke’s account of the life and ministry of
Jesus. In eight sentences we learn of the
crowd seeking out Jesus, of Jesus healing
illnesses, casting out of demons, and declaring his purpose. Luke sets the stage for Jesus’
campaign across the countryside, despite
the pleas of the people and his own apostles
not to leave Capernaum.
I. The Context
A. Healings and miracles
B. False messiahs and the real Messiah
C. Expectations for Jesus
II. A Closer Look
A. The messianic secret
B. Jesus’ identity
C. The good news of the kingdom
III. A Deeper Look
A. From Jerusalem to Judea
B. Going to other cities also
IV. My Judea
A. Looking beyond my present location
B. Looking beyond my spiritual situation
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A Way to Begin
In teaching this session, convey to your group the details of the life and ministry of
Jesus in Capernaum. Provide opportunities to reflect on what Jesus’
teaching means for believers in the twenty-first century as we
allow God to show us our own Judeas. Despite pressure from the crowds and his closest
followers to settle in one place, establish a “kingdom,” and address all the social, physical, and
political needs of the population, Jesus remained focused on the task given to him by God—to
preach the good news in other towns as well. Just as the crowds who sought out Jesus had particular
hopes and expectations for how he would respond, so do we have hopes and expectations in our
relationship with the Christ.

❍ Imagine Yourself

After reading aloud the passage for today,
ask your class to imagine themselves as
the people seeking out Jesus at the end of
that Sabbath day. Recount the scene again
in your own words. Then, guide discussion with the following questions.

Questions

➤ How would you feel about having to
wait until the evening to go to Jesus?
➤ What challenges pushed you toward
this encounter with Jesus?
➤ What did you expect Jesus to do for you
or for the person you brought?
➤ How was your encounter different from
what you expected?
➤ What will you do as a result of this
encounter?

❍ Compare and Contrast

Ask your group if they have ever considered setting goals for their spiritual lives
or, more specifically, setting personal
missions goals. Form several small
groups, and ask them to list at least five
possible personal missions goals. After
allowing some time for the groups to
work, have each group offer suggestions
for a master list, which you will record on
the board. Then, tell the group that our
Scripture for this session highlights one
of Jesus’ ministry goals. Before you read
the passage aloud, ask the group to listen
for the goals of Jesus’ ministry. Consider
what Jesus’ goal teaches us about our own
goals for missions. Then discuss how they
might accomplish some of the goals listed
and the challenges they might encounter
along the way. Use the following questions to guide discussion.

Questions

➤ Toward what missions goals are you
already working? What goal might you
choose to accomplish?
➤ What are you doing to fulfill that goal?
➤ What might prevent you from meeting
your goal?
➤ Why is this goal important to you?
➤ What helps you stay on task?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
When my spouse and I were career missionaries, we sometimes had to inform friends
that we were moving to a new mission field. Inevitably, some of our friends would try
to persuade us to stay. In New Mexico they didn’t want us to go to Africa. In Africa they
didn’t want us to go to a small island in the Indian Ocean. On the island they didn’t want us to go
to Europe. The argument was always the same: “Look, the needs are so great here; why
not stay and address these?”
Consider approaching this text as if you were Jesus, who faced the same kinds of pressures from
well-meaning people. Think about the arguments your friends might make if you told them you
were moving to serve a different community.

❍ Prepare Your Response

Consider asking class members to roleplay a missions scenario. You will need
one person to play the role of a new
missionary about to embark on their first
overseas missions opportunity and three
people to try to convince the missionary
that their calling is to meet needs where
they already are.
Use the following scenario, or create
one of your own: Christians in the
European nation of Hungary were at first
happy to allow American missionaries to
minister to the Romany people in their
country. Hungarian Christians didn’t see
why they should work with this group
generally despised by society and known
as “gypsies.” Over time, however, the
Hungarian Christians realized that God
would have them go beyond their comfort
zone and love a different people, a population segment considered by past
generations as “untouchables.” However,
American missionaries are still needed in
the missions efforts among the gypsies.
The new missionary is excited about the
opportunity to serve among the Romany
people, but friends are eager to point out
the opportunities in her own community
as well as the need for the Hungarians to
minister to their own people.
After the role-play, ask each of the
“players” to discuss their perceptions and
feelings during the role-play.

❍ Current Outreach

Have the group describe the current
outreach of their church and its effect on
the community. Ask whether they
consider the community their Judea.
Describe to them the following situation: A church in Georgia realized that
most of the working poor in the community could not avail themselves of the
social services offered by various
ministries because the services were available only during the day. Church
members established various ways to meet
the needs of the working poor with
evening ministries, offered during hours
when those with jobs could enjoy the services, be it a soup kitchen, a change of
clothes, or advice on how to resolve a
particular problem. This church was
stepping into its Judea, outside its own
familiar circle of people in its “Jerusalem.”

Questions

➤ How might this approach be adapted
or replicated?
➤ What might be your Judea?
➤ What strategies might you employ for
developing your ministry to Judea?

Teaching Guide
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A Way to End
Are we beginning to see the meaning of Jerusalem and Judea for churches today? What
steps might we take to return to the track Jesus outlines for us—our Jerusalem, our
Judea, our Samaria, the world?
This outline is not unlike Jesus’ ministry. According to Luke 4, early in his ministry, Jesus
preached in the synagogue that he had come to proclaim the year of the Lord. Jesus asks us to do
the same, to witness and proclaim what we have seen, what we have heard, and what we have experienced. These things form the centerpiece of our ministry, our own proclamation of the reign of
God in our lives.
Sticking to this way of thinking about our mission will not be easy. What could the class do to
ensure that this emphasis is not forgotten in the months ahead?

❍ Putting Missions on the Calendar

As you close your session, ask each class
member to pray about the possibility of
volunteering for some kind of missions
opportunity in the coming year. The
opportunity might be in your own
community or some place further. Those
whose personal situations preclude such
an adventure might consider setting apart
moments every day to pray for the other
volunteers. Or they might prepare food,
along with notes of encouragement for
the missioners.

❍ Making Commitments to Judea

Use the litany in the next column as a way
to dedicate the commitments made to
missions in “Judea.” Make copies of the
litany for your group and hand them out.
Encourage group members to retain their
copies of the litany as reminders during
the planning of their personal missions
adventures.
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Leader: The Holy Spirit has empowered
you to bear witness.
People: May our witness be true,
demonstrating the power of God in our
lives.
Leader: You have given witness in your
own Jerusalem.
People: Our neighbors are hearing how
God has worked in our lives.
Leader: You will give witness in your
Judea.
People: Yes, we will go out from our
community, to the regions beyond.
All: May God give us strength and
wisdom to share with joy.

3
Lesson

Bible Background
Over hundreds of years, many
contributed to the hymnbook
we now call Psalms. Within the
book are various forms of Psalms.
Common types include: lament, praise,
royal, wisdom, as well as both personal
and community psalms. The Psalms likely
were used by the ancient Israelites to
speak, probably sing, their faith.
According to 1 Chronicles, from the
descendants of Korah, in the tribe of Levi,
came a long line of professional musicians who supplied songs for worship in
the temple. Asaph was one of these musicians. Psalm 82 is the eleventh of twelve
psalms referencing Asaph.
Justice is a major theme throughout
the psalms. Protected by their roles in the
temple and enthused by the sacred
traditions they upheld, songwriters and
musicians were able to speak boldly
through their lyrics on matters affecting
the people. Musicians commented freely
on injustice, whether they were perceived
as misdeeds of evil gods or simply the
wrongs perpetrated by the rich upon the
poor. Strong preaching was transmitted
through the music of the temple.
Psalm 82:4 states that “the hand of
wicked” imprisoned the powerless poor.
Special favor was bestowed upon those
with money and the influence they
purchased with it. Misery fell upon those
without a champion in a system domi-
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nated by patronage. Psalm 82 reflects
many of the most basic demands for
justice in the Old Testament (Ex 22:21;
23:6; Deut 10:18; 24:17; 27:19). Central to
the psalm is that these demands come
from the mouth of Yahweh, directly
contrasting the behavior of the temple
leaders, who were supposed to provide
justice for the people but did not. Yahweh
is clearly the defender of the defenseless,
and all those who follow Yahweh, by
implication, are to become servants of
righteousness and justice as well.
Against this backdrop, a song attributed to Asaph rang out in the temple.
Psalm 82:3-4 is considered an excellent
description of the character of God: “Give
justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the
destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the
wicked.” As with many other psalms,
these verses display a parallelism in the
poetry. Using synonyms, one phrase
repeats the sense of the previous phrase.
In verse 3, “the weak and the orphan” of
the first phrase become “the lowly and the
destitute” of the last words. “Rescue” in
the opening of verse 4 becomes “deliver”
in the second half of the verse. These
refrains were aids to memory in worship,
giving believers extra handles for retaining the message.
The heart of the psalm is based in the
context of the ancient Israelites and their
constant struggle with foreign gods. The

psalm struggles with Yahweh’s role in
the world order, who is really in control
of the world, and whether or not
Yahweh can be faithful in the face of
injustice. The psalm quickly reveals that
Yahweh is in control, convening and
accusing the council of injustice. Yahweh
prophetically proclaims, as does the New
Testament, that “rulers and powers” of
the world are overcome and that the
world belongs to God.
The psalm provides assurance for
those who have found the world unjust.
The prophetic tone of this psalm forms a
proclamation and visionary message that
Yahweh is judge and will bring order from
chaos. The psalm ends, therefore, with a
claim and call for Yahweh to enact divine
will over the earth and its people, all of
whom are considered not simply creation
but Yahweh’s own “inheritance.” The
imagery is to bring hope and to serve as a
prophetic call.
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Introduction: The book of Psalms was the
hymnbook of the people of Israel. The
psalms were used in worship, especially in
the temple in Jerusalem, before their collection in the Old Testament. All the joys and
sorrows of the people were reflected
therein. Psalm 82 is an example of the
frequent calls in song for justice to be
supplied to the weak and needy.
I. The council of heaven is criticized by the
God of Israel (82:1-2).
II. The God of Israel wants to see a reflection of God’s character (82:3-4).
III. Judgment will befall the wicked (82:5-7).
IV. The visionary prays (82:8)

A Way to Begin
Moving from what the text meant in ancient days to what the text means today is an
interesting challenge. No longer do the people of God consider many gods, though
the celebrities of screen and sport and the toys of our material world seem as idols
to many people. The key in this session is to help learners draw parallels to their
current situation in their own communities. Today, we must consider populations within
our reach and wherever God may lead us in the larger world. Who are we neglecting in our
immediate vicinity and in the regions beyond? These are the “Samarias” of God’s people today.

❍ Listing the Most Neglected

Invite your participants to help you make a
list of specific neglected groups of people in
the following three categories: those within
commuting distance of your homes, those
within the continental United States, and
those in other parts of the world.
The local list might include the homeless, shut-ins, kids in a children’s home, and
recent immigrants.
The national list might include residents of poor urban neighborhoods, of poor
rural regions like Kentucky’s Appalachia,
the multi-state Mississippi River Delta, the
Rio Grande Valley and the northern Plains.
The global list could include the victims
of the tsunami, a few of the central China
cities with more than one million people or
the tiny villages along the slopes of the Atlas
Mountains on both sides of the AlgerianMoroccan border.
Besides specific peoples or cities, your
participants might think of specific population segments, such as a caste in India or
part of the Sudan struck by famine. Any of
the three lists could include persons with
HIV/AIDS.
When the lists are compiled, lead your
participants in brainstorming ways that
your church might meet the needs of some
of these persons and people groups.

❍ Four Quadrants

Draw a large cross on the board. Label the
four quadrants with one of the following
four descriptions: Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria, Everywhere.
Ask the participants to think of
modern-day equivalents for each of the

areas you have listed. Suggest a few in
each quadrant.
Jerusalem can be the equivalent of
your local residence or your nearby
center of local/regional government or
commerce. Judea could include your
state or the United States, as well as the
more easily accessible nations who have
had opportunity to consider the gospel.
Skip Samaria momentarily, and call
for suggestions for the “Everywhere”
quadrant. These possibilities might
include the restricted-access areas of the
world where governments discourage
preaching of the Christian message.
Now, back to Samaria. Ask your
group: “What if Samaria signified something more than a geographical
separation from our homes? Just for
today, let’s imagine that Samaria represents ‘somewhere we don’t want to go, or
someone we’d rather not approach.”

Questions

➤ What parts of our city do we avoid?
➤ Around what persons from other
cultures now living in America do we
feel uncomfortable?
➤ Is there a neighbor we don’t like but
who has obvious needs?
➤ What might be some of the surprising
places in our town that Jesus might
frequent?
Close your discussion by asking for
suggestions for how we might initiate
ministry among those listed in the
“Samaria” quadrant.
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A Way to Explore Scripture
Reading a psalm is a common spiritual exercise for many Christians around the
world. This devotional act has marked the “quiet time” of individuals and of congregations seeking to worship individually or corporately. This week, our aim is to
use a psalm as an ignition switch for the engine of justice in the local community
and around the world.
Read the text, keeping in mind what God might have wanted the people of Israel to take with
them as they returned to their villages from the temple in Jerusalem. Then, re-read it, contemplating what God’s message might be for you today. Though the principles will be the same for both
then and now, the specific applications will be different.

❍ Old and New Testaments

Consider asking participants to compare
the descriptions of Psalm 82:3-4 with
those of Matthew 25:35-36. Begin by
making two columns on the board, labeling one Old Testament and one New
Testament. In the appropriate columns,
list descriptive phrases from the
Scriptures. Then, in each phrase, capitalize the verbs and circle the nouns. Have
the group discuss the similarities and
differences in the two columns. Conclude
this section with some of these questions.

Questions

➤ What might happen if we took seriously the idea of “rescuing” the less
fortunate from some of these
situations?
➤ How can we overcome our reluctance to
welcome immigrants and refugees?
➤ What training do we need to be more
effective when visiting the sick or
helping the poor?
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❍ Looking for the Root Causes and
Systemic Flaws
Discuss the social tensions in ancient
Israel that Psalm 82 might have been
addressing. Consider the divisions
between rich and poor, between persons
of privilege and the have-nots. Implied in
the text are cases of the rich and influential using their money and power to the
detriment of the poor and helpless. How
did the God of Israel react? What do the
imperatives in verses 3-4 indicate about
the character of God? Compare these
ancient social conditions with contemporary times, using questions like the
following.

Questions

➤ How are the ancient and contemporary
situations similar? How are they different?
➤ Why do you think, after thousands of
years, the circumstances between rich
and poor remain so similar?
➤ What can we learn from our ancestors?
➤ What might we do to bridge the gap
between rich and poor?
➤ What about the structure of our society
might need changing in order to better
serve the poor?

A Way to End
We are to tell and be the good news of Jesus to everyone, everywhere—not just nearby,
not just where it is convenient, not just where it is easy, not just where we feel safe
and comfortable, but in Samaria. God sends us to all the places where people are
neglected, forgotten, ignored, to the people with the greatest needs and the fewest resources. God
calls us to minister to the ones we ignore on the street corner, people dying alone, untold millions
who have never heard the name of Christ, widows and orphans in war-torn lands, refugees forced
to leave their homes and families, mothers walking miles to fill a bucket with dirty water. As you
end this session, consider what will be your response to God’s call.

❍ Moving Beyond

❍ In Your Own Words

Questions

• Defend the weak and orphaned
• Maintain the rights of the poor and
oppressed
• Rescue the weak and those in need
• Protect the innocent from the wicked

Ask someone to read aloud Matthew
25:35-36. Have the group name the ways
their congregation offers ministry to the
hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, those in
need of clothing, the sick, and the prisoners. To close your meeting time, challenge
your class to consider going beyond what
the church is currently doing through the
following questions.
➤ How can we intentionally seek out the
most neglected in our community?
➤ How can we use what we have already
learned in ministry to identify other
ministry possibilities?
➤ What do I need to change personally in
order to minister to the most
neglected?
➤ What policies or practices need to
change in our church/schools/government?
➤ What attitudes keep me from being the
presence of Christ to neglected people?

Close the session by looking again at
Psalm 82:3-4. Give everyone paper and
pencil, and ask them to paraphrase these
two verses. Give several people the opportunity to read their paraphrases.
Challenge your group to put actions to
their words in the coming weeks by
keeping a journal of opportunities they
have to:

Consider developing a regular time
during each Bible study time when you
share with each other the ways you are
living out these verses.
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Lesson

Bible Background
It is amazing that only a
quarter century after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, Paul would seem to have
no missionary challenge remaining in the
entire Mediterranean basin except the far
northwest corner, opposite from
Jerusalem, in Spain. Yet it seems that was
how Paul assessed the situation in the
mid-fifties AD. We don’t know, however, if
Paul ever reached Spain.
Most scholars think that Paul was in
Corinth, on one of his longer sojourns
with a new congregation, when he wrote
to the Christians in Rome. Having
collected a hunger-relief offering from
Gentile churches in a show of solidarity
with the famine-affected Jewish church in
Jerusalem, Paul looked forward to carrying that offering to the holy city in his
next journey.
Always looking to the regions beyond,
the Apostle conducted some long-range,
long-distance planning and wrote to the
church in Rome. He hoped the Christians
there would accept his apostolic credentials, receive him warmly when he
eventually arrived, and eventually send
him on to Spain with all blessings and
support.
In what is his longest and most
substantive letter, Paul shows his expertise in extended discourses on the deepest
and thorniest theological questions. He
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Romans 15:14-21

provides basic doctrines on salvation,
sanctification, and many other issues.
These doctrines prove complex, so understanding the letter is not easy. One of the
difficulties is that Paul uses an ancient
form of arguing that he learned from one
of the philosophical groups of his day.
Unlike today, the ancients enjoyed a good
argument. Philosophers faced off on
street corners to debate issues and show
their skills in argumentation. One form
of argumentation called diatribe, involves
a single speaker who asks a question as an
opponent would and then proceeds to
answer the question. Paul uses this form
through Romans asking questions such
as, “Should we sin more so that grace may
abound? By no means!” Using this form,
Paul is able to effectively ask the questions his opponents would ask and then
answer those questions for his Roman
readers.
Scholars, pastors, and laypersons
alike disagree on whether Romans is
Paul’s foundational theology, a personal
letter to a specific group of Christians in a
particular area, or a theological treatise
intent on dealing with a specific issue of
the larger church. How we read the letter
can affect how we understand it. While
each of these possibilities has merit, likely
Paul is indeed writing to a specific group
with very specific goals in mind.
Throughout the letter, the Apostle speaks
of his concern for Jews and Gentiles alike,
that we have all sinned, and that being a

community in the name of God is
important.
All of that theology, however,
seems a prelude to his next to last
section on his future travel plans. Would
the Romans greet him warmly, show
vigorous hospitality toward him, and
support his onward journey to Spain?
It was a lot to ask of a community
that did not personally know Paul. The
gospel had reached Rome by other means.
Other leaders held sway. Paul might once
again need to prove himself.
In our focus verses, Paul makes it
clear that he covets no one’s job. He
simply needs a supportive community en
route to his destination in Spain.
Although the church in Rome had a good
reputation, Paul thought he had some
teaching to offer. His long letter gave the
Romans a taste of what would be in store.
Tact and diplomacy, two skills not
always evident in Paul’s previous writings,
appear strongly in this letter, indicating
that Paul felt restraint was necessary to
achieve his ultimate purposes. Paul
believed he had yet another important
mission to accomplish in Spain after he
delivered the offering collected for the
Jerusalem church.
Romans 15:20-21 highlights one of
the finest expressions of strategic
missionary calling. Also included in these
verses is a guide for choosing future sites
for apostolic ministry. Many ambassadors
for Christ employ the principles
expressed in these verses even now—two
millennia after Paul.

Introduction: This is one of the less familiar
passages on world evangelization, but it’s an
apt one for those aspiring to inspire others
to find the neglected niches of apostolic
ministry around the globe, to go where the
gospel hasn’t been heard, and to avoid
duplicating what so many others are doing.
I. Fully Capable Church (15:14)
A. Paul affirms the maturity of the Roman
Christians.
B. He also applauds their teaching.
II. Excuse My Boldness (15:15-16)
A. Paul assures that he speaks boldly only
as a reminder of his work as an apostle
of Christ.
B. He also wants to remind them of his
work among Gentiles.
III. What God Has Done (15:17-19)
A. Christ is Paul’s only reason for boasting.
B. Paul gives credit to God for the work
accomplished among the Gentiles.
C. Paul outlines where he has already
taken the gospel.
IV. My Ambition (15:20-21)
A. Paul wants to move beyond the areas in
which the gospel has already been
proclaimed.
B. Paul quotes Isaiah 52:15 to underscore
the notion that everyone needs to hear
the gospel message.
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A Way to Begin
For the past four weeks, we have used Acts 1:8 as a springboard for discussing the
many aspects of Christian missions. The first three weeks were devoted to aspects
of missions that are less familiar than the focus for today. This session explores
missions in the most traditional sense—our calling to the uttermost parts of the world. Jesus carefully orchestrated his plan for missions to include everyone—from those closest to us spreading
outward.
While an understanding of the scope of world evangelization is not hard to grasp, the magnitude
of the challenge—the myriad ethnic groups in play, the teeming masses of the megacities, and the
rural poor passed by—can be overwhelming. In this session, help your group realize
Paul’s passion to continually reach beyond his back door to those who have not
yet heard the gospel.

❍ Take a Globe in Hand

Bring two globes to the session for participants to spin and manipulate. Ask the
travelers among you to point out some of
the unevangelized areas with which they
might be familiar. Using the information
provided on page 24, point out the following areas as places with little access to the
gospel message: Arabic-speaking North
Africa, parts of the Middle East, all of
Central Asia, and parts of East and
Southeast Asia. Draw out stories about
travels to these areas or other knowledge
your group might have about these
regions, especially concerning the relative
scarcity of access to the gospel. Refer to
the page 24 for additional information
about these regions.

engage the unevangelized, with our
support?

❍ Take a Map in Hand

Find the largest maps you can of the
Eastern Hemisphere, especially ones
focusing on Asia—from the Middle East
to the Far East, Central Asia to Southeast
Asia. List on the board the countries of
the Asian regions that participants have
visited. Then list those places where
participants know someone (perhaps a
multinational corporation’s employee
who transferred there, a friend’s relative
who teaches on contract overseas, or a
missionary with whom you’re familiar).
Then list nations that are the homelands
of some of the immigrants or refugees in
your town or region.

Questions

➤ Which languages would be needed to
take the gospel to these areas? What
religion or worldview do most people
there follow?
➤ Are Americans the best ones to carry
the message to these places? Why or
why not?
➤ What other nationalities, ones with
long exposure to the gospel, might be
more effective in some of these
cultures?
➤ How might we encourage sister
churches from such nationalities to
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Questions

➤ Are any particular patterns developing?
For example, are there places in Asia (or
Arabic-speaking North Africa) where
your church or town or region already
has some connections?
➤ What might your church do to
encourage more communication in
these places?
➤ Who are the partners (mission agencies
or parachurch groups) who might be of
assistance if your church should choose
to extend its contact with these
overseas locales?

A Way to Explore Scripture
New Testament writers often quote Old Testament passages. Sometimes, the new
context allowed early Christians to view these familiar texts in a new light. Although
the meaning of the quoted text might have been different for its first audience, New
Testament writers claimed the text for a new vision. In this session, Paul quotes from Isaiah 52 to
remind his readers that Jesus is the one in whom we place our hope.
Focus this part of your teaching on helping your group understand Paul’s
desire to see the fulfillment of this Old Testament prophecy so that all the earth
would know Christ.

❍ Reference to Isaiah

In verse 21, the Apostle Paul quotes Isaiah
52:15: “Those who have never been told of
him shall see, and those who have never
heard of him shall understand.”
This passage from the prophet Isaiah’s
visions pertains to a major section of his
work in which the people of Israel are
compared to a Suffering Servant.
Christians, reading these words hundreds
of years later, consider these verses to be a
reference to Jesus. Jesus embodied all the
future hope and glory of Israel.

Questions

➤ If the Suffering Servant passages in
Isaiah refer to the people of Israel in
exile, why would Paul claim the verse as
referring to Jesus?
➤ What role might the first part of Isaiah
52:15 have played in shaping Paul’s
interpretation (“he shall startle many
nations”)?
➤ How is Christ seen as a Suffering
Servant?
➤ How is Christ’s role as a Suffering
Servant ultimately the hope for the
world?

❍ Starting in the Past

Ask the class to piece together from
participants’ collective memory (and from
their reading of Acts, as well as parts of
Paul’s letters) the life of Paul. Begin with
the earliest information we know of Paul,
his heritage as a devout Jew, his training
among the best Jewish scholars, his devo-

tion to the law, his status as Pharisee.
Move next to his zealous personal adherence to the law and his persecution of
those who did not live up to his standards. Recall his campaign of persecuting
Christians, pointing out that he held the
coats of those who stoned Stephen.
Consider the reputation he must have
made for himself among Jews and
Christians. Then take in memories of his
encounter with Christ on the road to
Damascus, his blindness, and visit from
Ananias. Finally, recall his bold preaching
of the gospel and his desire that everyone
hear of the hope we have in Christ.
Modern psychologists tell us that we
are products of our past. Ask the participants to consider how Paul’s earlier life
caused him to think and act as he did
regarding Christ and the church.

Questions

➤ Paul wanted the world to know of
Christ’s grace. How does his story
inspire you?
➤ Paul’s dramatic conversion likely fueled
his later passion. About what part of
the gospel are you passionate?
➤ What might fuel your desire to be
involved in global missions?
➤ Do you feel the intensity of Paul’s
passion is necessary in our current
cultural climate?
➤ How do we involve ourselves in sharing
the gospel with people of other cultures
while still respecting their beliefs?

Teaching Guide

21

A Way to End
What does Paul’s vision of world evangelization mean for us today?
Technological advances makes our world seems ever smaller. We know more than we
ever have about other countries and cultures, religions and customs. Many in our
world have heard and embraced the gospel, yet even today, large parts of the globe have yet to hear
the message of the gospel. We also feel the tension of sharing the gospel message while respecting
the views of other cultures. Consider how can we know that we are to share the message around the
world today, just as Paul sought to do.

❍ Balanced Approach

If you have not already done so, this
session provides a great opportunity to
invite a missionary or former missionary
to speak to your group. If you can, ask
several to speak. Have each missionary
offer summaries of the people they served,
the scope of their mission, and their testimony of God’s presence.
If inviting a missionary is not a
possibility, procure from the missions
committee an overview of the missions
opportunities in your church. Sessions
such as this one provide people an opportunity to involve themselves in a project
they may not have known about until
now. Ask the group whether the approach
your church is taking is well balanced,
according to Acts 1:8.

Questions

➤ Which area of missions gets the most
attention from your congregation?
Which gets the least?
➤ How might you strengthen the balance
of your church’s missions program?
➤ Consider how your church is educating
its children and teenagers about
missions. How might you help?

❍ A Litany for Global Christians

Use the following litany as a closing
prayer and as a means to dedicate yourselves to your global roles as
missions-minded Christians. Make copies
of the litany for your group and hand
them out. Consider repeating this litany
on a regular basis until your commitments and action plans for greater
missions involvement are fully realized.

Leader: God, we step out on this journey
as pilgrims, searching out your presence
everywhere we go. As the magi caravanned
across kingdoms, we travel a world
without borders to unfamiliar places.
People: We look to globes and atlases
rather than star charts. Our days are
centered around agendas and electronic
calendars, rather than signs of you
among us. Move us from longitude and
latitude to new attitudes toward others.
Leader: Give us wisdom in choosing what
we take with us. Help us reach out to the
most neglected, listening to their stories
and providing safe havens.
People: May our homes be resting places.
Make us willing to feel pain with those
who hurt, to offer refuge to those who
cannot return home.
Leader: May we add chairs around our
dinner tables. May we not eat alone when
we should share our meal with others.
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People: Lead us out to new places and
peoples, to a change of spiritual scenery,
where, as pilgrims, we invite others to
join us as we move ever closer to Christ.
Leader: May we not forget that the good
news is for everyone, everywhere.
People: Thank you that we journey
together, supporting each other through
the dry places toward living water.
Leader: May we be your presence to those
who have not heard or seen or felt your
grace and glory, adding pilgrims along
the way that leads to our eternal home.
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TAKE A GLOBE IN HAND
Your group members may be able to provide answers to the questions for this activity;
however, use this page as a resource to support whatever information the group provides.
Which languages would be needed to take the gospel to these areas?
• In Northern Africa and the Middle East, Arabic is the primary language, though some of
the least-evangelized peoples (for example the Berbers and Romany) speak another
language spoken in their homes.
• Central Asians know Russian, but one of several languages related to Turkish would be
primary, depending on the location.
• There is no dominate language in Southeast Asia, but a sizeable Chinese-speaking
minority is many countries, with Mandarin or Cantonese as their preferred language.
• English-speaking citizens are now in almost every major metropolitan area of the world.
What religion or worldview do most people in these areas follow?
• In most of the areas mentioned, Islam is the major religion. In some regions of China,
ancient oriental religions compete with atheism, which was encouraged in much of the
twentieth century.
Are Americans the best ones to carry the message to these places? Why or why not?
• Discuss possibilities with your group, however suggest that in some locales, it may be
more effective for Americans to assist indirectly, encouraging others through training and
other means.
What other nationalities, ones with long exposure to the gospel, might be more effective
in some of these cultures?
• In many of these nations, experts in a wide variety of professions work on contract to aid
in industry, as well as in medical and educational fields. Christians from South American
and eastern countries are often very effective witnesses for Christ while fulfilling their work
obligations. In service industries in the Middle East, Filipino Christians have seen fruit of
their evangelistic labors as they work in the homes of wealthy Arab families.

