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WHAT ’S IN YOUR TEACHING GUIDE
This Teaching Guide has three purposes:
➤ to give the teacher tools for focusing on the content of the session in the Study Guide.
➤ to give the teacher additional Bible background information.
➤ to give the teacher variety and choice in preparation.
The Teaching Guide includes two major components: Teacher Helps and Teacher Options.

Teacher Helps
Bible Background

Teaching Outline

The Study Guide is your main
source of Bible study material.
This section helps you more fully
understand and
interpret the Scripture text.

provides you with an outline
of the main themes in the
Study Guide.

Teacher Options
The next three sections provide a beginning, middle, and end
for the session, with focus paragraphs in between.

Focus Paragraphs
are printed in italics at the top of the page because they
are the most important part of the Teaching Guide. These
paragraphs will help you move your class from “what the text
meant” to “what the text means.”

You Can Choose!
There is more material in each session than you can use, so choose the options from each section
to tailor the session to the needs of your group.

Prepare Before the Session
Read the session for today in the Study Guide. Then read the options in this Teaching
Guide, placing checkmarks beside the activities you plan to include. After you have decided
which options to use, gather the appropriate materials.
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Bible Background
Job on Trial

The book of Job consists
primarily of Job’s dialogue with
his accusing friends. Twenty-nine
of the forty-two chapters in the book
contain Job’s debates with his friends.
Our passage is in the last of these debates,
where Job employs the “hospitality
defense” to proclaim his goodness. It is
obvious that Job needs no attorney to
present his case. He is more than capable
of defending himself, and in chapter 31
he rises to speak forcefully on his own
behalf.
It might help us better understand
this passage from Job 31 if we think of it
as Job’s defense of himself in an ancient
courtroom. He was on trial before his
friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, who
had accused him of wrongdoing. These
friends adhered to the common theology
of the day: good people prosper and evil
people suffer. Since Job was experiencing
grave suffering, they concluded that he
must have done something terrible.
The technique he uses to proclaim his
innocence involves the declaration of a
solemn oath. In effect, Job makes a
promise and calls down wrath upon
himself if that promise is not true. “If I
have withheld anything that the poor
desired,” he begins, and then continues
through a litany of inhospitable actions
that he swears he has never done. In
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essence Job says, “If I have not practiced
hospitality all of my days let me be cursed
by God.” The exact punishment he
mentions is graphic: “Let my shoulder
blade fall from my shoulder, and let my
arm be broken from its socket” (v. 22).

Job’s Kind of Hospitality

Job spells out the specifics of his
hospitable life. In doing so, he gives
shape to the sometimes vague notion of
hospitality:
• “If I have withheld anything that the
poor desired” (v. 16). Job has been attentive to the poor people around him. Next
week we will focus on taking care of the
poor as an aspect of biblical hospitality.
Job declares he has done that.
• “Or have caused the eyes of the widow
to fail” (v. 16). One of the accusations
hurled at Job by Eliphaz was that he
had “sent widows away empty-handed”
(22:9a). Job speaks to that accusation
here. Widows looking for help have not
become weary waiting for him. Their
eyes have not failed because Job has been
there for them, easy to see and ready to
offer aid.
• “Or have eaten my morsel alone, and the
orphan has not eaten from it, for from
my youth I have reared the orphan like a
father” (vv. 17-18). Here Job speaks to a
second accusation Eliphaz throws at

him: “the arms of the orphans you have
crushed” (22:9b). Job denies that
charge. He has not eaten his food
alone but has shared it with the
orphan. On top of that, he has been
like a father to orphans who needed his
care.
• “And from my mother’s womb I guided
the widow” (v. 18). Again Job speaks to
the charge that he has been negligent to
widows by asserting that all his life he
has been attentive to their needs.
• “If I have seen anyone perish for lack of
clothing, or a poor person without
covering, whose loins have not blessed
me, and who has not warmed with the
fleece of my sheep” (vv. 19-20). Providing
wool and warmth for cold people has
also warmed Job’s heart in return.
• “If I have raised my hand against the
orphan, because I saw I had supporters
at the gate” (v. 21). The NIV translates
this verse, “If I have raised my hand
against the fatherless, knowing that I
had influence in court.” The “gate” is a
reference to the place of justice. Job has
most definitely not raised his hand
against the orphan. On the contrary, he
has defended their rights in the court of
justice.
Job’s litany of hospitable deeds then
leads to his invocation of God’s wrath on
himself if all of this is not true. If all of
this is not true, let his shoulder and arm
be severed from his body.
A little later in chapter 31, he adds
one more hospitable act in his own
defense: “If those of my tent ever said,
‘O that we might be sated with his
flesh!’—the stranger has not lodged in the
street; I have opened my doors to the traveler” (vv. 31-32). Job’s hospitality has
extended to the traveling stranger who
needs an open door and a hearty meal.
The Hebrew word here is ger, which
described a person uprooted from his
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Introduction: The book of Job puzzles over
the suffering of a righteous man. The bulk
of the book deals with Job’s conversations
with his friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and
Zophar. There are three rounds of debates
or dialogues in the book, and our passage
is in the last of these three. In Job 31:16-23,
31-32, Job answers his critics and proclaims
his innocence by pointing out his lifelong
practice of hospitality.
I. Job’s Life of Hospitality (31:16-21)
A. He has met the desires of the poor
(31:16a).
B. He has met the needs of widows
(31:16b).
C. He has shared his bread with
orphans (31:17).
D. He has treated orphans as if he were
their father (31:18a).
E. He has guided widows in times of
distress (31:18b).
F. He has provided clothes for the
needy (31:19).
G. He has been warmed by providing
warmth for others (31:20).
H. He has defended orphans at the
gate (the court of justice) (31:21).
II. Job’s Oath of Honesty (31:22-23)
A. He wishes bodily harm upon himself
if what he has said is false (31:22).
B. He fears God if he has spoken a lie
(31:23).
III. Further Examples of Job’s Hospitality
(31:31-32)
A. His servants have noticed his willingness to feed others (31:31).
B. He has opened his home to
strangers and travelers (31:32).

homeland to become a resident alien. By
law, such people could not own land and
were dependent on the generosity of the
people for whom they worked (Balentine,

491). Job had invited them into his house,
fed them sumptuously, and made them
feel at home.
That list of hospitable actions gives
shape to the sometimes nebulous concept
of hospitality. Over the next few weeks,
we will probe some of these in more
depth. For this week, though, we simply
want to introduce the notion of biblical
hospitality and help people understand
its importance.

Job as a Reminder

This passage reminds us of others that
trumpet the necessity of hospitality.
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan
(Lk 10:25-37) is perhaps the most obvious
example, but there are other texts that

add weight to the notion that Christians
are called to be hospitable. Consider
Genesis 18:1-8, where Abraham befriends
three strangers and, in the process,
receives the blessing of his life. Or
consider Paul’s counsel to Timothy and
Titus (1 Tim 3:2, Titus 1:8) and his
admonition to the Christians in Rome
concerning hospitality (Rom 12:13).
Think of Peter’s advice in 1 Peter 4:9, and
the intriguing idea in Hebrews 13:2 that
hospitable people sometimes entertain
angels without knowing it.
There is no shortage of biblical material to probe, and by the time this session
is completed, every class member should
have a new appreciation for Christian
hospitality.

A Way to Begin
We’re all aware that our world seems to be growing less hospitable. We’re
afraid to answer our doors, walk in the city after dark, or let our children play
outside. Paranoia and fear have gripped our culture. The idea of practicing
hospitality is definitely counter-cultural.

❍ Hospitality and Fear

❍ Giving and Receiving Hospitality

Questions

Questions

Discuss the fears people today may have
with respect to hospitality.

➤ How can we be hospitable in a world of
gated communities, security codes, and
identity theft?
➤ How can we balance these justifiable
fears with the biblical admonitions to
be people with open hands, open
hearts, and open homes?

Invite examples of how class members
have given and received hospitality.

➤ Can you think of times when you
were especially helped by someone’s
hospitality?
➤ Can you think of times when you felt
your own hospitality was especially
meaningful to someone?
➤ Has your hospitality ever backfired so
that the experience was not positive?
➤ How much does the current climate of
fear and distrust keep us from being
hospitable?
These questions, and others like them,
can get people thinking about hospitality
in our world and lead into the passage
from Job 31.
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A Way to Explore Scripture
In our passage, Job uses his lifelong practice of hospitality to defend himself
against his critics. We probably wouldn’t think of adding hospitality to our
resume these days, but Job did. He thought his hospitality would be convincing
evidence of genuine goodness and genuine faith.

❍ Hospitality in the Biblical World

Cut the page “Hospitality in the Biblical
World” (page 28) into slips and distribute
to volunteers who will read the passages
aloud. After all the passages have been
read, ask the following questions:

Questions

➤ Is it possible we have underestimated
the importance of hospitality?
➤ Have we emphasized other Christian
disciplines to the exclusion of
hospitality?
Read Job 31:16-23, 31-32. Discuss the
importance of hospitality in ancient
cultures.

Questions

➤ Why was hospitality such an important
issue in the biblical world?
➤ Whom was ancient hospitality
intended to help? Why?
➤ What did ancient people hope to gain
from showing hospitality to others?
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❍ Hospitality in Job

Picture Job in a courtroom. The prosecuting attorneys Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar
have already leveled their charges against
him. But Job offers a rousing defense of
his goodness. At least in this passage, his
defense centers on his willingness to be
hospitable to others.
Ask the class to look closely at the
verses in Job and to list his examples of
hospitality. Write their responses on the
board and, in effect, you’ll be outlining
the passage for them to see.

❍ Hospitality in Our World

Discuss the many aspects of Job’s hospitality as presented in the Outline for
Teaching. Point out how specific these
actions are. Job’s faith was not “faith in
general”; it was “faith in particular.” He
gave to particular poor people, took care
of particular widows, offered clothes to
particular needy people, and invited
particular travelers to stay in his home.
Christian discipleship is always
particular. We don’t love “the world.” We
love old Mrs. Franklin in the Alzheimer’s
Center down the street and little
Samantha with the freckles and missing
front tooth. We open our hearts, hands,
and homes to specific people.

A Way to End
As we have seen, the Bible considers hospitality an important spiritual discipline.
Use the final moments of this session to hone in on specific ways the class
members can show hospitality.

❍ Small Things Matter

If you want to touch the world for Christ,
think small. Remind the class that the
small, “insignificant” things matter most
when it comes to being hospitable.
Brainstorm as many such gestures as
you can:
• Inviting a neighbor over for coffee
• Putting a neighbor’s paper on his front
porch
• Hosting a dinner party for friends
• Bringing your spouse coffee in bed in
the morning, and taking your children
to a movie
Those activities don’t seem very “spiritual,” but they are more important than
we realize. Actions really do speak louder
than words.

❍ Prayer for Discipline

Ask the class members if they can think
of other specific ways they can practice
hospitality this week. After a time of
sharing, close in prayer. You may offer the
following prayer or something like it:
O God, show us specific ways to practice hospitality this week. Make us
sensitive to the people around us who
need a simple act of kindness. Help us
as we move through the week to see
particular people and to think small.
In the name and spirit of Christ we
pray, Amen.

Resources
Samuel Balentine, Job, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary
(Macon GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2006).
Mary Frances Owens, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Layman’s
Bible Book Commentary (Nashville: Broadman, 1983).
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Bible Background
Setting the Stage

Before we examine our text in
Ruth 2, we need to understand
what has happened in Ruth 1.
That chapter sets the stage for the passage
about Ruth and Boaz.
In chapter 1, we learn that a man
named Elimelech, who lived in Bethlehem
of Judah, left home because of a famine in
the land. He brought his wife and two
sons to the land of Moab, about forty
miles southeast of Bethlehem on the
other side of the Dead Sea, looking for a
better life. Unfortunately, the move to
Moab turned out to be filled with tragedy.
First, Elimelech died, leaving Naomi and
the two sons without a husband and
father. The two sons, Mahlon and
Chilion, married women from Moab. Ten
years later, Mahlon and Chilion died, too.
That left Naomi and her two Moabite
daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah.
Naomi decided it was time to go back
to Judah. Ruth and Orpah decided to go
with her, but Naomi encouraged them to
go back to Moab. Reluctantly, Orpah
agreed, but Ruth clung to her motherin-law (1:16-17).
The two women pressed on and
arrived back in Bethlehem. Naomi’s
return caused quite a stir in the town, and
she and Ruth settled in to a life together.
The final verse of chapter 1 tells us they
arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of
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the barley harvest, setting the stage for
Ruth’s encounter with Boaz in chapter 2.

Eyes to See and a Heart to Respond

Ruth went to the fields and began to
glean. Gleaning was a primary means of
support for the poor. According to
Israelite law (Lev 19:9-10; 23:22; Deut
24:19-22), the edges of fields were to be
left unharvested. The “gleanings,” what
was not picked up initially by the
harvesters, were left for the resident alien,
the poor, the orphan, and the widow
(Sakenfeld, 39).
It is not surprising that Ruth would
glean in the fields. This was a common
practice in Old Testament days. What was
surprising was the unusual grace and
generosity Boaz showed Ruth. Boaz had
open eyes and a heart to respond. He saw
Ruth in her poverty and then went out of
his way to help her.
Boaz did several generous things:
(1) he told her to glean only in his field
(v. 8); (2) he warned her to be careful and
ordered the workers not to bother her
(v. 9); (3) he offered her water (v. 9); (4) he
offered her food at mealtime (v. 14); and
(5) he let her pick from the first fruits of
the harvest, not the leftovers (vv. 15-16).
By the time Ruth was finished that
evening, she had gathered an ephah of
barley, about 42 quarts—enough to feed
Ruth and Naomi for a week.

An Example of the Norm

Boaz’s response to Ruth seems unusually generous and gracious until you
read other Old Testament passages
about how to treat the poor. In truth,
Boaz was doing what the prophets of
Israel said was only fair and just. God’s
people are to be generous and gracious to
poor people.
Here is just a sampling of the Old
Testament teaching about hospitality to
the poor:
Is [the fast God desires] not to share
your bread with the hungry, and
bring the homeless poor into your
house; when you see the naked, to
cover them, and not to hide yourself
from your own kin? …If you offer
your food to the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the afflicted, then your
light shall rise in the darkness and
your gloom be like the noonday.
(Isa 58:7, 10)
Like a cage full of birds, their houses
are full of treachery; therefore they
have become great and rich, they have
grown fat and sleek. They know no
limits in deeds of wickedness; they do
not judge with justice the cause of the
orphan, to make it prosper, and they
do not defend the rights of the needy.
“Shall I not punish them for these
things?” says the LORD, “and shall I
not bring retribution on a nation
such as this?” ( Jer 5:27-29)
Then I will draw near to you for
judgment; I will be swift to bear
witness against the sorcerers, against
the adulterers, against those who
swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired workers in their
wages, the widow and the orphan,
against those who thrust aside the
alien, and do not fear me, says the
LORD of hosts. (Mal 3:5)

It turns out that Boaz is an example
of the norm, a reminder of the way things
are supposed to be for God’s people. They
care for widows, orphans, foreigners, and

Introduction: The story of Ruth and Boaz
gives us another example of biblical hospitality. The kindness Boaz showed Ruth in her
poverty is a reminder of the way Christians
are to treat poor people. It is a story of
generosity in action.
I. Ruth and Naomi (2:2-3)
A. Ruth and Naomi converse (2:2).
B. Ruth gleans in the fields (2:3).
II. Boaz Inquires about Ruth (2:4-7)
A. Boaz greets his workers (2:4).
B. Boaz asks about Ruth (2:5).
C. The foreman identifies Ruth as a
Moabitess (2:6).
D. The foreman tells of Ruth’s hard work
(2:7).
III. Boaz Shows Generosity to Ruth
(2:8-16)
A. Boaz tells Ruth to glean only in his
field (2:8).
B. Boaz warns Ruth to be careful and
offers her water (2:9).
C. Ruth expresses gratitude to Boaz
(2:10).
D. Boaz commends Ruth for her faithfulness to Naomi (2:11-12).
E. Ruth again thanks Boaz (2:13).
F. Boaz offers food to Ruth (2:14).
G.Boaz gives orders to let Ruth pick
among the sheaves (2:15-16).
IV. Ruth Picks Grain until Evening (2:17)

other vulnerable members of society.
They look for ways to show hospitality to
the poor.

Boaz and Jesus

The ultimate example of caring for the
poor is Jesus. As you read the Gospels, it
is clear that he came for the last, the least,
and the lost. Boaz’s generous treatment of
Ruth brings to mind the way Jesus treated
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people. He saw them clearly, engaged
them in conversation, and treated them
with generosity and grace. If they needed
healing, he healed them. If they needed
forgiveness, he forgave them. If they
needed affirmation, he affirmed them. If
they needed food, he fed them.
Jesus told his followers that they
would be judged by how they treated “the

least of these” (Mt 25:40). Jesus’ people
have a distinctive trademark: they give
food to the hungry and water to the
thirsty; they welcome strangers and give
clothes to the needy; they visit those who
are sick and in prison. That’s the way
Jesus lived, and that’s the way he expects
his followers to live.

A Way to Begin
The kindness Boaz showed Ruth is supposed to be the norm for Christians as
they relate to the poor. The key first step is seeing the poor, knocking down
the walls that blind us to the needs of the poor people around us.

❍ The Magic Eye

To begin the session, tell the class about
(or even better, show the class) one of the
Magic Eye books. (Another option would
be the Where’s Waldo? books.) These books
have hidden pictures that can’t be seen at
first glance. Only by staring at length at
the page is one finally able to focus on the
hidden picture. Use the book as an object
lesson to teach that middle- and upperclass people don’t always see the poor,
either. The poor are there, but they’re
invisible. We have to give more than a
casual glance to see their needs.

❍ Poverty in Our Town

Do some research on poverty in your city
or town. Share facts about the number of
people on welfare, how many people are
considered below the poverty line, and
how many are homeless.
Sharing this information might open
the eyes of the class members and enable
them to realize that poverty—even in your
city or town—is a bigger problem than
they know. You might also clip articles
from your local newspaper that tell about
the poor in your area.

Questions

➤ What can we do to open our eyes to the
poor?
➤ How many poor people are in your line
of vision?
➤ Have you had an opportunity in recent
days to show hospitality to a poor
person?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
Once we see the poor, we have to be like Boaz and do tangible things to meet
their needs. Seeing the needs is but a prelude to trying to meet the needs. Let
the story of Ruth’s encounter with Boaz serve as a paradigm for how to minister to
the poor.

❍ Ruth and Boaz

Provide some of the background mentioned in chapter 1 of Ruth: why Ruth was
in Bethlehem, her relationship to Naomi,
the famous commitment verses in 1:16-17,
and who Boaz was. Move into the text for
today by asking the class some questions.

Questions

➤ Why was Ruth in the field?
➤ What is gleaning?
➤ How did Boaz go above and beyond
the law?
➤ Did Ruth have success in her efforts in
the field?
➤ Did Ruth adequately express her gratitude to Boaz?
➤ Do you see Ruth’s long day in the field
as another indication of her devotion
to Naomi?
Focus on the specifics of Boaz’s kindness to Ruth. His actions might not seem
like “big things”—giving her water, offering her food, protecting her from other
workers, and so on—but they were specific
actions that helped her. This is another
opportunity to hammer home the necessity of doing small things for God’s sake.
Ministry to the poor can be as simple as
giving someone water, cooking someone a
meal, or protecting someone from abuse.
Boaz’s response is a classic example of
doing specific things for one of “the least
of these.”

❍ The Bible and the Poor

Distribute copies of “The Bible and the
Poor” (page 29). Let class members read
the Scripture passages provided and
discuss the biblical obligation to care for
the poor.

Questions

➤ What did you hear in these passages
about how we should treat the poor?
➤ Can you think of other Bible verses that
address this issue?
➤ Can you think of similarities between
the way Boaz treated Ruth and the way
Jesus treated people?
➤ If we took these passages seriously, how
would they change us?
Read Ruth 2:2-17. Boaz’s gracious
response to Ruth’s plight is supposed to
be the way God’s people typically deal
with poor people. That Boaz seems especially gracious and generous is probably
an indictment of us. His attitude and
actions should be the rule, but they seem
now like the wonderful exception to the
rule.
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A Way to End
In just four short chapters, the book of Ruth manages to say something about
dealing with hardship, caring for the poor, and trusting the sovereignty of
God. By the end of the story, we realize that Boaz’s simple acts of generosity bore
much fruit.

❍ Little Things

There is an old tale that underscores the
importance of little things. One night a
storm came, causing thunder to roll and
lightning to flash, causing the cow in the
barn to become frightened and kick over
the lantern, causing the lantern to fall
into the hay, causing the hay to catch on
fire, causing the barn to burn down,
causing the farmer to have untold
anguish and unusual expense. Little
things can set tragedy in motion.
The story of Ruth and Boaz reminds
us that the opposite is also true: little
things can also set blessing in motion.
Boaz’s kindness to Ruth resulted in a
marriage and a son, and eventually a
chain of births that led to Jesus, the
Savior of the world (Ruth 4:13, 17).
When Boaz offered Ruth his kindness,
he had no idea where it would lead.
Neither do we. But we do know we’re
called to see the Ruths of the world and
treat them the way Boaz did. We’re called
to see poor people and then do tangible
acts to help them. Where it all leads is
God’s business.
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❍ A Little Prayer

Conclude with prayer. You may use the
prayer provided below or something
similar.
Our Father, open our eyes that we will
see the poor. Then show us specific
ways we can help them, even as Boaz
helped Ruth. This we pray in the name
of the One who came for the last, the
least, and the lost—Jesus, our Lord.
Amen.

Resource
Katherine Doob Sakenfeld, Ruth, Interpretation (Louisville:
John Knox, 1999).
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Bible Background
A Dangerous Text

One of the first issues that
must be addressed when
dealing with this text is its
authenticity. This famous story about
Jesus and the woman caught in the act of
adultery is not in the oldest biblical
manuscripts, and in some of the manuscripts where it is found, it is located in a
different place. Some manuscripts have it
at the end of John’s Gospel, and some put
it at the end of Luke 21.
Therefore, questions of authenticity
have always swirled around this passage.
One possible explanation for its absence
from the early manuscripts is that the
passage was simply considered too
dangerous by the early translators:
We cannot tell for certain, but it
would seem that in the very early days
the people who edited the text of the
New Testament thought that this was
a dangerous story, a justification for a
light view of adultery, and therefore
omitted it. After all, the Christian
Church was a little island in a sea of
paganism. Its members were so apt to
relapse into a way of life where
chastity was unknown; and they were
forever open to pagan infection. But
as time went on the danger grew less,
or then perhaps the danger was less
feared, and the story, which had
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always circulated by word of mouth,
came back. (Barclay, 336)

According to this theory, the story is
missing from the early manuscripts
because it is so authentically Jesus that it
is dangerous. William Barclay concludes,
“In spite of the doubt that the modern
translations cast on it, and in spite of the
fact that the early manuscripts do not
include it, we need not doubt that this is a
real story about Jesus, although it was a
story so gracious that for long men were
afraid to tell it” (336).

A Cast of Characters

To understand the text fully, we have to
know something about the major characters in the story. John lays out a cast of
three main characters: the woman accused of committing adultery; the scribes
and Pharisees who accused her; and Jesus,
who, as a rabbi, was approached to arbitrate the case. Know-ing something about
the woman, her accusers, and Jesus will
help us grasp the story.
The Woman. We know very little about
the woman in this story. No biographical
information is given. We don’t know her
name or where she was from. However, we
do know three things about her.
We know she was guilty. Or, maybe
better said, we know the religious leaders
accused her of being guilty. They said,
“this woman was caught in the very act of

committing adultery” (v. 4). How and
where she was caught is not explained,
but it would seem this woman had no
case in court. She had been caught redhanded in her crime.
We know she was condemned to die.
The Old Testament texts spell out the
punishment for adultery in no uncertain
terms. Leviticus 20:10 says that a man
who commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife is condemned to die, and so is
the woman. Deuteronomy 22:13-24 lays
down the penalty in the case of a girl who
is already betrothed. She and the man
who seduced her are to be stoned outside
the city gates. The Mishnah, the codified
Jewish law, specified that the penalty for
adultery was strangulation. This woman’s
future was bleak.
Finally, we know she was a pawn in a
larger scheme. It would be logical to ask
about the man who committed adultery
with her. The Law said he must die, too.
Where was he? The religious leaders were
trying to put Jesus in an unwinnable situation, and this woman was merely a pawn
in their plot. The scribes and Pharisees
wanted to back Jesus into a corner. Stand
up for the Law and sentence the woman
to die, or stand up for the woman and
show you don’t adhere to the Law. Heads,
you lose. Tails, you lose.
The scribes and Pharisees. We have a
couple of men in our church who, on
more than one occasion, have served on
committees to revise our church bylaws.
They have updated old material, made
statements more concise, and generally
made our bylaws better. Any time we have
a question about the bylaws, we go to one
of these men. They’ve worked with the
material. They know the bylaws better
than anyone else and can usually tell us
what we need to know.
The scribes and Pharisees were like
that. They knew the Law, studied the Law,
and interpreted the Law. Common people
didn’t know the minute details of the
Law, but the scribes and Pharisees did.
That was their job, and they took it very
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Introduction: This passage depicts Jesus
showing hospitality to sinners. He was
hospitable to the woman who was guilty of
the sin of adultery. He was also hospitable
to the religious leaders who were guilty of
the sins of legalism and judgmentalism. He
offered grace and challenge to people
caught red-handed in their sins.
I. Jesus Goes to the Mount of Olives
(7:53–8:1)
II. Jesus Goes to the Temple to Teach (8:2)
III. The Scribes and Pharisees Bring a
Woman to Jesus (8:3-11)
A. The woman is accused of adultery
(8:3-4).
B. Jesus is asked about the woman’s
punishment (8:5).
C. The religious leaders try to trap Jesus
and he writes in the dirt (8:6).
D. Jesus addresses the religious leaders
about throwing stones (8:7-8).
E. The religious leaders leave (8:9).
F. Jesus questions the woman (8:10).
G. Jesus offers grace and challenge to
the woman (8:11).

seriously—so seriously, in fact, that they
became nit-picking legalists and the
object of Jesus’ greatest frustration.
The scribes were legal experts. Some
of them were Pharisees, but not all of
them. Their job was copying and interpreting the Law; they knew it backwards
and forwards. They knew exactly what the
Law prescribed for this woman.
Jesus. No matter how Jesus answered
the religious leaders’ question, he was
destined to lose. So he did a brilliant
thing: he didn’t answer their question.
Instead, he wrote something in the dirt.
The religious leaders saw it and quietly
began to drop their stones and their accusations. They drifted away, leaving only

Jesus and the accused woman. “Woman,
where are they?” Jesus asked. “Has no one
condemned you?” She said, “No one, sir.”
Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn
you. Go your way, and from now on do
not sin again” (vv. 10-11).
He addressed her guilty past and
offered her forgiveness, and he addressed

her empty future and offered her challenge. When you think about his
treatment of the sinful scribes and
Pharisees, you realize he did the same for
them. He was gracious to them but also
challenging. Jesus provides us the perfect
model for showing hospitality to sinners.

A Way to Begin
Some sins are easy to detect, like the woman’s adultery. Some sins are subtle
and often overlooked, like the legalism and judgmentalism of the scribes and
Pharisees. The place to begin in probing this passage is by reminding the learners that “all of us sin and fall short of God’s glory” (Rom 3:23). When we talk about
hospitality to sinners, we’re not talking about hospitality to them; we’re talking about
hospitality to us.

❍ The Authenticity of the Text

Some of the learners may have versions of
the Bible that place this passage in brackets or provide a footnote saying it does
not appear in the earliest versions of the
Bible. You might want to address this
issue briefly and relate Barclay’s theory
that the story was left out because it was
perceived as a dangerous text.

Questions

➤ Is this passage identified in your Bible
as a questionable text?
➤ Can you recall other passages whose
authenticity is sometimes questioned?
➤ Does the “dangerous text” theory make
sense to you?

❍ Obvious and Subtle Sinners

On the board, write “Obvious Sins” and
“Subtle Sins.” Ask class members to list
some of the obvious sins. They will probably respond with adultery, murder, using
drugs, stealing, and so on. Then ask the
class to list some of the subtle sins. These
might be harder for them to enumerate
but could include legalism, judgmentalism, pride, apathy, greed, and many more.

Questions

➤ What is the relationship between sins
being “obvious” or “subtle” and their
ultimate seriousness before God?
➤ Have you heard more preaching against
the “obvious” sins or against the
“subtle” ones?
➤ Is it harder to overcome the “obvious”
sins or the “subtle” ones? Why?
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A Way to Explore Scripture
This passage shows Jesus dealing with both obvious and subtle sins. He had to
address the woman’s adultery, but he also had to address the religious leaders’
legalism and judgmentalism. The best way to move through this text is to bring
the characters on stage and let the learners see who they are.

❍ The Woman, Her Accusers, and
Her Savior

The unnamed woman in the text was
guilty of adultery. According to the Law,
she deserved death. Even so, she was also
a pawn in a scheme to trap Jesus.

Questions

➤ Do the biblical edicts about adultery
seem harsh to you?
➤ Since the woman was caught in the act
of adultery, where was the man
involved? Why wasn’t he brought
before Jesus?
➤ What chance did this lone woman have
against all these powerful men?
The scribes and Pharisees were experts
in the Law. They knew exactly what the
Law prescribed for this adulterous
woman. They brought her to Jesus simply
to entrap him. If he adhered to the Law,
the woman would be sentenced to die. If
he offered her grace, he would be thumbing his nose at the Law. Either way, Jesus
would lose. This passage is another
example of the religious leaders trying to
put Jesus in an unwinnable situation.

Questions

➤ What do you know about the scribes
and Pharisees?
➤ Why were they such a frustration to
Jesus?
➤ What is legalism, and do you think it is
alive and well today?
➤ Do legalism and judgmentalism always
go hand in hand?
Jesus saw the sins of all the parties
involved. He knew the woman was guilty
of adultery, but he also knew the religious
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leaders had their own sins to face. He
offered grace and challenge to both the
woman and the religious leaders.

Questions

➤ What impresses you most about the
way Jesus handled this situation?
➤ When we deal with sinners, do we
usually err on the side of grace or on
the side of challenge?
➤ How do we keep from being judgmental toward people who have sinned?
➤ How can we challenge sinners without
alienating them?

❍ Interview with a Sinner

Enlist a volunteer early in the week to
role-play the part of either the woman
or one of her accusers. Provide him or
her a copy of “Interview with a Sinner”
(page 30). Use the suggested questions to
conduct an interview in front of the class.
Note that some answers are not provided
in the biblical text and may require
creative thinking.

A Way to End
The purpose of this session is to help us realize two key truths. First, we are all
sinners in need of God’s forgiveness. Second, we are to follow Jesus’ example in
relating to the people in our lives. As Christ’s followers, we are to be both
gracious and challenging toward sinners.

❍ Repairing Relationships

Distribute index cards to class members.
Ask them to write the name of someone
from whom they feel estranged. This
could be a family member, former friend,
or fellow church member: anyone toward
whom they feel a wall of separation.
Read the following questions aloud.
Invite class members to reflect silently on
how they would answer.

Questions

➤ How has this person offended you?
➤ What can you do to offer grace and
challenge to this person and restore the
relationship?
➤ What in your life needs to be forgiven
and changed to make the relationship
work?
➤ What specific, maybe small, steps can
you take to show hospitality to this
person?

❍ A Prayer for Reconciliation

Close with a prayer such as the following:
O God, you know that we are sinful
people who live in the midst of sinful
people. Sometimes our relationships
get stretched and strained and need to
be repaired. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who have sinned against
us. Give us the spirit of Jesus who
loved people even in their sin. Amen.

Resource
William Barclay, The Gospel of John, vol. 2, The Daily Study
Bible (Philadephia: Westminster, 1956).

Ask the learners to take the cards
home with them and pray about ways that
they, as forgiven sinners themselves, can
show hospitality to the sinners on their
lists.

Teaching Guide
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HOSPITALITY TO NEWCOMERS

Bible Background
Mature Worship

Our passage begins with a
plea from Paul: “Brothers and
sisters, do not be children in your
thinking; rather, be infants in evil, but in
thinking be adults” (v. 20). In particular,
Paul had in mind their thinking about
worship.
One aspect of worship for these early
Christians was speaking in tongues. This
was not speaking in a foreign language,
but in an unknown language prompted
by the ecstasy of their worship.
J. W. McGorman warns us against
being too quick to judge those who speak
in tongues and says that we can overreact
to this issue in three ways: (1) reacting
“severely, even blasphemously, by alleging:
‘It’s of the devil,’” (2) reacting “smugly by
relegating it to the neurotic fringe of
Christian discipleship,” and (3) reacting
“summarily by declaring that the Holy
Spirit has not bestowed it since the apostolic age” (142). Even if the practice is
foreign and strange to us, we must
remember that others find it helpful.
Even Paul spoke in tongues (14:18).
However, in our text Paul downplays the
place of tongues and elevates the place of
preaching.
Evidently, speaking in tongues had
become a problem in Corinth. Paul
quotes a passage from Isaiah 28:9-12 to
show the futility of tongues. The people

1 Corinthians 14:20-33a

of Israel in Isaiah’s day had not listened to
the prophets in their native Hebrew
tongue, so they would get the word “by
people of strange tongues and by the lips
of foreigners” (v. 21). Sure enough, the
Assyrians captured them; but this strange
new tongue did not work either. They
would not heed the message in Assyrian
any more than they did when it was delivered in Hebrew.
Using Isaiah is Paul’s creative way of
bolstering his argument that strange
tongues don’t communicate. Then he
shows why prophecy, or preaching, is
more persuasive and mature than speaking in tongues. His line of reasoning is
easy to follow: if everyone in the church
comes together and speaks in tongues,
newcomers to the Corinthian church will
think they’re crazy and run for the door!
But if all speak in an intelligible way,
those newcomers will hear the word of
God and be moved by it. Therefore,
prophesying is superior to speaking in
tongues. As Paul says, “in church I would
rather speak five words with my mind, in
order to instruct others also, than ten
thousand words in a tongue” (14:19).

Orderly Worship

Beginning in verse 26 Paul turns his
attention to specific changes the
Corinthians needed to make in their
worship. His suggestions are practical
ones, and can be summarized like this:

• Everyone in the church should bring
a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a
tongue, or an interpretation that
encourages the other worshipers
(v. 26).
• Let there be no more than two or
three who speak in tongues and then
only one at a time and only if someone can interpret. If no one can
make sense of what is being said,
let the tongues-speakers be silent
(vv. 27-28).
• Let only two or three preach, and let
others weigh what is said (v. 29).
• If someone else has something more
important to say (a “revelation”), let
that person speak first (v. 30).
• Take turns speaking so the worship
will be orderly, “for God is a God not
of disorder but of peace” (v. 33).

The thrust of these verses is the
importance of orderly worship. It’s easy
to read between the lines and sense the
madhouse that was disguised as worship
in Corinth. It must have been a noisy,
chaotic scene. Some people were singing
hymns, some were speaking in tongues,
and some were preaching sermons—
evidently all at the same time! It would
have been impossible to learn the gospel
in such a setting. It certainly would be
been impossible for newcomers among
them to learn the basics of the Jesus story.

Hospitable Worship

The principle that Paul lays down is
applicable to all churches: we have to
make sure our worship is hospitable to
newcomers. Even if people in our
churches have never thought about speaking in tongues, we could have other
practices that make newcomers want to
run for the door.
The two ideas Paul mentions to the
Corinthians—that worship should be
both edifying and orderly—give us a starting point as we fashion a plan for making
newcomers feel welcome.
First, does our worship encourage
people? Do people sense unity among us?
Is our ecclesiastical personality warm and

Introduction: This passage addresses the
surface issue of speaking in tongues, but
the deeper issue is hospitality to new
people in the church. Speaking in tongues
was becoming a hurdle in the Corinthian
church that many newcomers couldn’t
jump. Paul advised the Christians there to
be sensitive to the needs of newcomers and
make sure the gospel was presented clearly.
I. An Invitation to Maturity (v. 20)
II. An Example from the Old Testament
(vv. 21-22)
III. Contrasting Tongues-speaking and
Prophecy (vv. 23-25).
A. Tongues-speaking drives newcomers
away (v. 23).
B. Prophecy enables newcomers to
believe (vv. 24-25).
IV. Practical Advice on Worship (vv. 26-33)
A. Worship should build people up
(v. 26).
B. Speaking in tongues should be
orderly (vv. 27-28).
C. Prophesying should be orderly
(vv. 29-32).
D. God is a God of order and peace
(v. 33).

inviting? Do people leave our worship
saying, “God is really among you”?
Second, is our worship orderly and
conducive to hearing the still, small voice
of God? Can newcomers tell by the way
our services are planned and conducted
that worship is important to us?
Ideally, the answer to those questions
is “yes.” But we can probably all improve
on our hospitality to newcomers. We can
make our worship more edifying, and we
can make our worship more orderly and
sacred so they can experience the presence
of God among us.
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The Study Guide mentions four traits
that can make our worship inhospitable
to newcomers: (1) cliques that exclude
new people, (2) “stained-glass language”
that sounds like tongues to newcomers,
(3) forgetfulness that keeps us from being
sensitive to the difficulties of coming into
a new group, and (4) rigidity that won’t
let us do anything new or innovative.
Those four traits are hospitality killers

and can make our churches closed
systems that shut newcomers out.
When we sense that our churches
have slipped into one or more of these
traits, it’s time we asked ourselves what
Paul asked the Corinthians: “What
should be done then, my friends?” (v. 26).
Then we should make the necessary
changes that will lead us to hospitality.

A Way to Begin
This session addresses a facet of hospitality that often eludes our attention. We
may assume that, as Christians, we are to be hospitable to strangers, the poor,
and even sinners. But then we fail to extend hospitality to those who come to
our own church. We don’t snub them intentionally; we’ve just developed “ecclesiastical
habits” that make us unwelcoming.

❍ Mystery Guests

My wife and I have signed up to be
“mystery guests.” That means we occasionally get invitations to go to local
restaurants, observe how we’re welcomed
and served and how the food tastes, and
then send in an e-mail report on our experience. We then get reimbursed our meal
money for serving as “mystery guests.” If
you have served in this capacity or know
someone who has, tell of that experience.
Otherwise, just tell about the “mystery
guest” program.

Questions

➤ What if a mystery guest came to our
church?
➤ What kind of experience would that
person have?
➤ What kind of score would our church
receive?
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❍ Walking in the Newcomer’s
Shoes

Imagine a visitor’s experience at your
church. Think about finding a parking
place, finding a Sunday school class or the
worship center, and trying to find out
information about the church. Get the
class thinking about how it would feel to
navigate all of that without help.

Questions

➤ When you first came to our church, did
you feel welcomed?
➤ What do you recall about your first visit
to our church?
➤ What do you wish people would have
done for you?

A Way to Explore Scripture
The Corinthian Christians thought that speaking in tongues was a wonderful
practice, but newcomers thought it was strange. Paul reminded them that
prophecy was superior to tongues. His counsel to the Corinthians makes us ask,
What is our church doing that is inhospitable to newcomers?

❍ Tongues

The challenge in this session is how to
deal with tongues without letting that
issue dominate the discussion. The
primary point of the session is to get
the learners to be more hospitable to
newcomers at church. Even so, it is
unhelpful to ignore the tongues issue.
While Paul loudly trumpets the superiority of preaching over speaking in tongues,
he does say that he himself has spoken in
tongues.

Questions

➤ Have you ever known anyone who
speaks in tongues?
➤ Have you ever been in a church that
had to deal with the issue? Was the
issue divisive?
➤ What is a Christ-like approach to
speaking in tongues?

❍ A Tour

Take your class on a “field trip,” beginning at the front door to the sanctuary.
Provide copies of your church’s bulletin.
Challenge the class to imagine they are
unchurched newcomers.

Questions

➤ Where do you sit? Why?
➤ Who will be responsible for the first
impression you receive of the church?
➤ What in the printed order of worship
might seem unusual?
➤ Would anything tend to make a
newcomer nervous?
Read the lesson text. Discuss how
newcomers would likely respond to the
Corinthians’ worship. How might this be
the same or different from how they
might respond to worship in your
church?

❍ Truth

Discuss Paul’s reasons why the gift
of prophecy is superior to tongues.
Underscore the shortcoming of speaking
in tongues in verse 23 and the advantage
of prophesying in verses 24-25.

Questions

➤ What differences do you notice in the
way the Corinthian church worshiped
and the way our church worships?
➤ What can we do to communicate the
gospel more effectively?
➤ How can we make our message plain so
that newcomers can comprehend it?

Teaching Guide
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A Way to End
Underneath all of Paul’s counsel about tongues and worship is the principle of
showing hospitality to newcomers. What, specifically, do we need to do (and
maybe quit doing) to make new people feel at home in our church?

❍ Taking Our Pulse

The issue that was driving newcomers
away from the Corinthian church was
speaking in tongues. It seemed wonderful
to the Christians but not so wonderful to
newcomers. It is likely that there are practices and habits in our churches that we
think are wonderful but that actually
repel new people. It’s time to quit talking
about the Corinthians and take our own
pulse.

Questions

➤ How can we know what newcomers
think about our church?
➤ Can you think of anything we do that
might be an obstacle to newcomers?
➤ Will you vow to make it a priority to
practice hospitality to newcomers?

❍ Hospitality Killers

Distribute copies of “Hospitality Killers”
(page 31). Review these four unhealthy
habits or attitudes. (They are also discussed in the Study Guide). Discuss the
questions provided.

❍ Closing Prayer

Close the session with a prayer such as the
following:
Forgive us, O God, when we fail to
welcome those who come to our
church. Keep us away from cliques
that we might embrace all who come.
Show us how to communicate the
good news without using stained-glass
language. Jog our memories that we
might remember what it’s like to be a
newcomer. And keep us alive and fresh
that others can catch our spirit. This
we pray, with gratitude and hope for
our church, in the name and spirit of
Christ. Amen.

Resource
J. W. McGorman, Layman’s Bible Commentary (Nashville:
Broadman, 1980).

22

Lesson 4

5
Lesson

Bible Background
In the Meantime

In the last week of his life,
Jesus gave us some of the most
pointed and profound teachings
in his entire ministry. Just days before he
would die on the cross, he had a lot to say
about life in his new kingdom. In
Matthew 25, he brings these teachings to
a conclusion with three parables that tell
what to do “in the meantime,” in that
time until he returns.
First, he tells the story of the ten
virgins (Mt 25:1-13). That story says, “In
the meantime, stay prepared.” Until Jesus
comes back, his followers are to be like
the virgins with oil in their lamps, ready
at all times for the bridegroom’s return.
That parable ends with the admonition
to “keep awake therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour” (25:13).
Second, he tells the story of the
talents (Mt 25:14-30). That story says,
“In the meantime, use the gifts you have.”
Until Jesus comes back, his followers are
to be like the first two servants who
invested their talents and multiplied
them. There is much kingdom work to be
done “in the meantime,” and Jesus’ people
are to invest their lives in that work.
Third, he tells the story of the sheep
and the goats (Mt 25:31-46). That story
says, “In the meantime, take care of ‘the
least of these.’” Until Jesus comes back,
his followers are to give food to the
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hungry, water to the thirsty, and clothes
to the naked, to welcome the stranger,
and to visit those who are sick and in
prison. The parable ends with the
reminder that when we do these things,
we are ministering to Jesus himself:
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me” (25:40).
As we close our study of missional
hospitality, this final story about the
sheep and the goats reminds us that our
hospitality to “the least of these” is actually hospitality to Jesus. We close our
study about hospitality with the reminder
that being hospitable to others is the way
we show our love to Jesus.

The Difference Between a Sheep
and a Goat

Though Jesus is just days away from
death on the cross, this story anticipates
another day beyond that agony, a day
“when the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him; then he will
sit on the throne of his glory” (v. 31).
Beyond the cross, there will be not only a
resurrection day but also a day of glory
when Jesus returns to earth.
On that judgment day, Jesus “will
separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats” (v. 32). He will place the sheep at
his right hand and the goats at his left.
To the sheep, he will offer a place in
the kingdom of God. The reason they are

welcomed is their hospitality. They fed
the hungry, gave water to the thirsty,
befriended the stranger, gave clothes to
the naked, and took care of the sick and
those in prison. These sheep are surprised
that they would be so rewarded and question Jesus as to their qualifications for
inclusion in the kingdom. In effect, they
say, “When did we ever do anything to
deserve such praise?” Jesus tells them that
in taking care of “the least of these,” they
took care of him.
To the goats, though, Jesus delivers
bad news. They are accursed and banished
to eternal fire because they did not show
hospitality to the hungry, the thirsty, the
stranger, the naked, the sick, or the
prisoner. The goats are shocked that
they would be treated so harshly and
can’t remember ever slighting “the least
of these.” But Jesus simply tells them that
in neglecting these people who had needs,
they neglected him. The sheep get eternal
life, the goats get eternal punishment,
and the sole criterion in the story is
hospitality.
When you look at the sheep and the
goats, you notice a few simple differences,
but these differences are obviously very
important to Jesus.
The sheep saw people with needs; the goats
did not. The people welcomed into the
kingdom had “eyes to see” people who
were hurting. The goats, for whatever
reason, didn’t notice them. The first
quality of a servant is good eyes.
The sheep felt compassion for hurting
people; the goats did not. Not only did the
sheep see “the least of these”; they were
also moved to compassion on their
behalf. The goats, if they saw “the least of
these” at all, didn’t feel that compassion.
The second quality of a servant is a good
heart.
The sheep did small acts of kindness; the
goats did not. The acts of kindness in this
story are small: offering a meal to a
hungry person, giving a cup of water to a
thirsty person, making a stranger feel
welcome, giving clothes to one who is
destitute, visiting a sick person or
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someone in prison. Those are simple
things to do, and you can understand why
the sheep would be shocked that doing
such actions would merit such accolades,
and why the goats would be shocked that
not doing such actions would merit such
wrath. But Jesus’ kingdom rises and falls
on little things. Jesus’ people see, feel, and
then act. The third quality of a servant is
good hands.
The sheep and the goats have one
characteristic in common. Both are oblivious to their lifestyles. The sheep can’t
imagine what they ever did to merit inclusion in the kingdom, and the goats can’t

Introduction: This lesson reminds us that
the hospitality we have been studying has a
hidden recipient. Every time we show love
to one of these people, we show love to
Jesus.
I. The Final Judgment Described (vv. 31-33)
A. Jesus comes in his glory (v. 31)
B. People separated into sheep and
goats (vv. 32-33)
II. Commendation of the Sheep (vv. 34-40)
A. The sheep inherit the kingdom
(v. 34)
B. The good deeds of the sheep
(vv. 35-36)
C. The sheep are surprised and question Jesus (vv. 37-39)
D. Jesus’ response to the sheep (v. 40)
III. Condemnation of the Goats (vv. 41-45)
A. The goats are denied the kingdom
(v. 41)
B. The bad deeds of the goats
(vv. 42-43)
C. The goats are surprised and question Jesus (v. 44)
D. Jesus’ response to the goats (v. 45)
IV. The Eternal Destiny of the Sheep and
the Goats (v. 46)

imagine what they ever did to merit exclusion. Both are incredulous when Jesus
does his judging.
Isn’t that true to life as we’ve experienced it? The hospitable are simply
hospitable by nature. They make it a habit
to reach out to others, and it doesn’t seem
like a big deal to them at all. The inhospitable are that way by nature, too. They
make it a habit to pass by wounded travelers on the side of the road without giving
them a second glance. We all settle into

our routines and eventually become blind
to the deepest patterns of our lives.
The story of the sheep and the goats is
an invitation to take off our blinders and
open our eyes. Do we regularly practice
hospitality to others? Do we have good
eyes, a good heart, and good hands? Do
we know how important simple hospitality is to Jesus? Can we remember that
every time we do something for “the least
of these,” we are befriending Jesus
himself ?

A Way to Begin
Every genuine follower of Jesus wants to thank him for his love and grace. The
parable of the sheep and goats reminds us that one of the best ways to do
that is to care for hurting people. When we give food to the hungry and water
to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, give clothes to the naked, and visit those who are sick and
in prison, we are expressing our love to Christ. The main purpose of this session is to underscore the important of loving Jesus by taking care of “the least of these.”

❍ Learning to See

Throughout these sessions on hospitality,
we’ve been made aware that seeing is allimportant. If we don’t see people with
needs, we can’t help them. Begin the
session by explaining about our brain’s
reticular activating system, which filters
out much of the stimuli around us. That’s
why we can look at something in our desk
drawer every day, for example, and not
really see it. Our brain’s reticular activating system is filtering it out, and it doesn’t
register in our conscious mind. You might
tell of funny experiences you’ve had of
looking at things and not seeing them.

Questions

➤ Have you ever had an experience where
your reticular activating system filtered
out something you needed to see?
➤ Is it possible that we don’t see “the least
of these”?

➤ What can we do to keep the hungry, the
thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the
sick, and the prisoner from getting
filtered out of our consciousness?

❍ Setting the Stage

Set the stage for the parable of the
sheep and the goats by recapping the
events of this day as depicted in Matthew
21:18–25:46. Tell some of the other things
Jesus taught that day.
Focus on the three parables found in
Matthew 25: the ten virgins, the talents,
and the sheep and the goats. As described
in the Bible Background section, explain
how these parables give us insight into
what to do until Jesus returns: how to live
“in the meantime.”
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A Way to Explore Scripture
The parable of the sheep and the goats is an attempt to get us to see, to feel
compassion, and to act. It’s important to know that when we take care of “the
least of these,” we’re showing our love for Christ. Studying this passage can make
us see ourselves with new eyes and judge the quality of our hospitality. But we have to move
beyond seeing to doing.

❍ Beyond Seeing

Even if we learn to see “the least of these,”
we still have to take the next two steps of
compassion and action. We have to have
good eyes, for sure, but we also have to
have a good heart and good hands.
Discuss the difference between the sheep
and the goats in Jesus’ story.

Questions

➤ What did the sheep do that the goats
didn’t?
➤ Do you think the sheep deserved such
praise?
➤ Do you think the goats deserved such
condemnation?
➤ Does this parable underscore for you
the importance of hospitality?

❍ Telling the Story

Take a moment to tell the story of
Matthew 25:31-46 in your own words. You
might want to use the teaching outline to
help you walk through the story. When
you finish the story, ask the following
questions.

Questions

➤ Is it significant to you that this might
have been the last parable Jesus told
before his death?
➤ What surprises you about this story?
➤ How do we square this story with our
belief that we are saved by grace and
not by works?
➤ What do you make of the fact that both
the sheep and the goats are surprised at
the judgment?

❍ Jesus the Judge

Read Matthew 25:31-46. Distribute copies
of “Jesus the Judge” (page 32). Summarize
the information provided about Jewish
traditions of the final judgment and how
Jesus appropriates these traditions and
applies them to himself.
Discuss the questions provided on the
handout.
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Lesson 5

A Way to End
For five Sundays now, we’ve been thinking about missional hospitality. This
parable provides a fitting finale for the study. It reminds us how important
hospitality is to Jesus. It’s the basis for his judgment in the parable of the sheep
and goats.

❍ Remembering Where We’ve
Been

Remind the class of the five topics studied
in this unit on missional hospitality.
Refresh their memory about the passages
from Job, Ruth, John, 1 Corinthians, and
Matthew.

Questions

➤ As you reflect on these passages, what
stands out in your memory?
➤ Did you learn anything new?
➤ Were you reminded of some things you
had forgotten?

❍ Making It Personal

Now that we’ve studied these passages, we
have to try to apply them in our everyday
lives. Read the following questions to the
class and invite them to reflect silently on
how they would answer them.

Questions

➤ Is there one person who comes to your
mind who needs your hospitality?
➤ What can you do this week to touch
that person’s life?
➤ Will you try to see that person as a
thought of God and remember that
your ministry to that person shows
your love for Christ?

❍ Praying for Compassion

Close with a prayer such as the following:
O God, give us eyes that see, hearts
that feel, and hands that move. Lead
us to one of “the least of these” this
week that we might show our love for
Christ, in whose name and spirit we
pray, Amen.

Teaching Guide
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HOSPITALITY IN THE BIBLICAL WORLD
Genesis 18:1-8
Luke 10:25-37
Romans 12:13
1 Timothy 3:2
Titus 1:8
Hebrews 13:2
1 Peter 4:9
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THE BIBLE AND THE POOR
Is [the fast God desires] not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into
your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? …If
you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. (Isa 58:7, 10)

Like a cage full of birds, their houses are full of treachery; therefore they have become great and rich,
they have grown fat and sleek. They know no limits in deeds of wickedness; they do not judge with justice the cause of the orphan, to make it prosper, and they do not defend the rights of the needy. “Shall
I not punish them for these things?” says the LORD, “and shall I not bring retribution on a nation such
as this?” (Jer 5:27-29)

Then I will draw near to you for
judgment; I will be swift to bear
witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against
those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired
workers in their wages, the
widow and the orphan, against
those who thrust aside the alien,
and do not fear me, says the LORD
of hosts. (Mal 3:5)
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INTERVIEW WITH THE SINNER
(The following questions are suggestions for conducting an interview as described in the
Formations Teaching Guide. Feel free to adapt as seems appropriate.)
The Woman
• How did you feel when you were “caught in the act”?
• What happened to the man you were with?
• How did the scribes and Pharisees treat you? What did you expect would happen to you?
• When did you realize they were taking you to Jesus? Had you ever heard of Jesus before?
• What did your accusers say to Jesus? How did he respond?
• Do you think of your sin and forgiveness differently because of this event?
• How did Jesus change things for you?

The Pharisee
• How did you find out about the woman?
• Why did you let the man go?
• How was the decision made to take her to
Jesus? If Jesus were not there, what would
you have done with the woman?
• What did you tell Jesus? How did he
respond?
• How did Jesus’ response make you feel?
• Do you think of your sin and forgiveness
differently because of this event?
• How did Jesus change things for you?
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HOSPITALITY KILLERS
Cliques
• Do you have a seat in the sanctuary you think of as “yours”? How do you respond if a
newcomer sits in it?
• Are we careful to greet the worshipers around us, even if we don’t know them?
• How much time during the week do we spend with non-Christian friends or acquaintances?
• What can we do to stay away from cliques that exclude people?
Stained-glass Language

!

• How much jargon does our church use during worship? What would a newcomer make of
terms like “introit,” “gloria,” “doxology,” “missions moment,” “invitation,” or “altar call”?
• What other words or expressions might cause confusion for newcomers?
• Do we frequently refer to organizations within the church by their initials or an acronym that
leaves the uninitiated guessing?
• How can we avoid using stained-glass language that new people can’t understand?
Forgetfulness

• How long have you been a member of this church?

• When was the last time you worshiped someplace new? How did it feel?
• How would you like to be treated if you were a visitor at church?

• What specific things do we need to remember about welcoming new people?
Rigidity

• How do you respond when the worship leaders try something new or different?
• Are there certain elements that must be included in a worship service? What are they, and why
are they so important?
• On what elements of worship are you willing to compromise for the sake of including more
people?
• What can we do to keep our church open, flexible, and dynamic?
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JESUS THE JUDGE
There was already of course a Jewish tradition about future judgment and the shape it would
take in the later prophetic material especially (see Isa 58:7; Ezek 18:7 and also the parables of
Enoch), and there is no reason Jesus could not have contributed to this line of discussion. We
have already seen ample evidence in this Gospel that Jesus viewed himself as a special Son of
David, one like but greater than Solomon, and here at the end of the ministry, having ridden
into town on a donkey like Zechariah’s king of peace, it would not be surprising if Jesus taught a
parable about his future role as King, judging human beings. Notice that in 1 Enoch 69:27 it is
the Son of Man who is portrayed as the final judge, as seems to be suggested in Daniel 7 itself.
First Enoch 62–63 seem also to be standing in the background. Here, however, the judge is said
to be Son of Man, shepherd, and King all rolled into one, and at least two of those images in
the Old Testament refer normally to God, as does the task of being the final judge. In other
words, we have Jesus portrayed as a plenipotentiary fulfilling the role of God, which comports
with earlier material in this Gospel that portrays Jesus as both human and as more than
human—as God’s Wisdom come in the flesh. In Jewish literature, when it came to the Gentile
nations, they would be judged by how they treated Israel (4 Ezra
7:37), but here they will be judged by how they view Jesus.
Ben Witherington, Matthew, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon GA: Smyth &
Helwys, 2006) 465–66.

Discussion Prompters
(1) When thinking about the topic of future judgment, how likely is it that our thoughts will
turn to questions of hospitality to “the least”? Why is this?
(2) In this parable, Jesus describes himself as Son of Man, Shepherd, King, and Judge. How
might we read each of these titles in terms of what it tells us about hospitality?
(3) Given the exalted view of Jesus we find in Matthew, what does it mean that one serves him
while serving “the least”?
(4) How does this parable challenge the ways we usually think about final judgment? The ways
we usually think about hospitality? The ways we usually think about Jesus?
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