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A View From the Pew
Our Prayer Requests Speak Volumes

&

From my childhood to today, the churches to which I have belonged have all engaged
in the ritual of voicing prayer concerns.
I’m not theologically trained enough to explain how prayer works. I can quote all
the scripture about “ask and you shall receive.” However, what I’ve come to appreciate about prayer, especially when gathered with my sisters and brothers, is the act of
requesting. There is power and meaning in the voicing of prayer concerns all on its
own.
The truth is, when I take the time to hear people share their concerns, I am
connecting with them, hearing their heart’s desires and seeing up close what they fear
and lack control over in their lives. Sometimes I can be timid about asking for prayer
for myself, so when someone in my church family is moved to ask for prayer, it fills
me with compassion and empathy.
As with all things in the life of the church, it is most often the children who lead
us most honestly in the area of prayer. They don’t have the pretense of adults, and
they know there are areas of life that require the assistance of a higher power. Listening
to children give prayer requests can be more hope-filled for me than 1,000 sermons.
When a woman with a mental disability recently asked for prayer, it resonated
with me deeply. As is our custom, we opened our time together with the sharing of
prayer concerns. The woman shared that she had recently moved to a new group
home, and she asked that we pray for her so that “God will know where I am now.”
In that moment, I knew exactly how she felt. I have recently made a significant
career transition, filled with decisions that I prayed over fervently. I wanted God to
know where I was now, too, with my new job. The impact of her prayer request is still
with me nearly six weeks later. It has challenged me and inspired me each morning in
my own personal prayer time. Her desire for God to know where she is now comes
from the same root emotion as many of my recent prayers.
My prayer for you is the next time you find yourself in a prayer meeting, and you
feel it veering off into gossip or an organ recital, focus on what others are revealing
in their requests. Open your heart to compassion and let their concern become your
concern.
Someone’s prayer request may contain the wisdom and comfort God wants you
to hear or the cry for help he wants you to help answer.
Lance Wallace is a Baptist layperson and member of Parkway Baptist Church in
Johns Creek, GA. He earns a living in higher education communications and writes a
blog at newsouthessays.com.
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Formations

FTB81

Formations Teaching Bundle

Bundle includes:
1 Study Guide;
1 Teaching Guide;
1 Resource Kit;
1 Commentary;
1 Reflections Guide

43239

Learner’s Study Guide

6.89

43238

Formations Teaching Guide

9.89

43237

Formations Resource Kit

12.89

43236

Formations Commentary

6.89

Connections

CTB81

Connections Teaching Bundle

63239

Connections Study Guide

6.89

63238

Connections Teaching Guide

9.89

63237

Connections Resource Kit

12.89

63236

Connections Commentary

6.89

RB81

Reflections Bundle (50 copies)

93235

Reflections Devotional Guide

332358

Youth Intersection Teaching Guide

Bundle includes:
1 Study Guide;
1 Teaching Guide;
1 Resource Kit;
1 Commentary;
1 Reflections Guide

Reflections
Youth

TOTAL

32.99

5.99
27.99

Visit www.nextsunday.com to order

SUBTOTAL
Subtract 5% when order is paid by January 31, 2023 (—)

LF72

[
or

Mail your full payment
with your order by
January 31, 2023, and
receive a 5% d
 iscount.

On-time Delivery

To ensure delivery of all
materials by April 1,
2023, place your order
online or by phone or mail by
January 31, 2023.

239.99

NEW! FaithSteps for Children download

Customers in destinations outside
the Continental USA will be billed
actual shipping charges in a
 ddition
to product handling costs.

Pay early & save!

32.99

Intersection Youth Pages free download is now included with Teaching Guide

Shipping & Handling
Information

All NextSunday
curriculum lines offer
4 months of study per
trimester.

o Delivery to a business or church address (+)
(9% of subtotal; $7.50 minimum)

o Delivery to a home address or

Post Office Box (+)
(16% of subtotal; $7.50 minimum)

Add Sales Tax: GA=8%; SC=6%

TAX (+)
TOTAL

Standing Orders
While additions to your
Standing Order can be
made at any time,
reductions must be made by

January 31,
2023, to apply to the
May–August
2023 trimester.
Returns

All returns must arrive in
unused and sellable condition
within 30 days of receipt of
merchandise. We recommend
that you send returns in a
traceable manner.

Order by phone 800-747-3016 or online at www.nextsunday.com

